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PERSONATL, DIARY OF GUY BLANCHET

Harsmsn Malls to Shelden Lol = I94A2

Qetobar 1 .

Col. PFyman and J.G. Turpounll) arrived. Discossed oy frip to Sheldon Leke.
Cold zmd dull.

Ootohar 1L

Collz perty left. JGT asswred me that there would e no feilurs oo pest oe
at Shaldon - - he himself would come, Dec. 1.

Eoved party from Cootractorts mess, reopensd ows owa.
Ja -
Reorganized camp =nd tried to gi'veﬂ'.‘-."elLs assursance =nd sense of responsibility.
Sent Bill to 01l Well.
October 13

Winter coming sloely. Mild, a little snow, no frost in the ground.

Qetabar 16 to 24

- Andrei”

Slowly orgamizing. Fredaend Peul srrived with dog tesm on ifth. Fred, L.
Edwerd snd George left for their cemmp 10 miles upstrsas on 20t

fry io get snother dog tesm. Snow and cold om tha Zlst spd 23rd ub light
gtrong wind on the 24th. ITce rumning. A1l bosts pobt into winter guarters—
Distributor and Wacksnzie River in lee of Beer Island. That evening the men
resurnsd with Jos Saul snd his dogs — 4 teams fully ecuipped.

Oztober 25

This day (Sunday) we set ovt moving by cat and trailers, 7 miles to end of
road at Heart Lake where we camped. OCut trail shesd. Corp. Ted Bolstsd of
BEJ.M.P. arrived with his dogs. Perty now T with 23 dogs ==io0 Dig. YWe have

certein food for the trip but require mesl and dogs depended on it in a fer
days.

Qotober 26

Moved camp across Flint Creek in the morning (4 niles) and 2 sleighs in after-
noon baek for cache. Snow scarsely covers the ground sad heanling heavy.
Loceted freil shesd acTozs mirxed ridge =nd mmskeg. Comtry gets worse to south.

Detoher 27

couraged with hesvy sledding. Could not get eache up. Say Loo hard on dogs-
and zled.

Woved 8§ miles %o Cercsjou Ridge. Hard on mem and dozs. The mea getting dis-

Decicde to move %o Cereajon armd mait thare for snow if pecessary naxt dar to
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pove UR with Joe and Ted. Told Fred he snd George for cache trip. Fred
sullty losing fece with others. Stroeck to oy point.

Heard wolves at night.
Octaber 28

Hervy wet snow at night. At least the cover problem easier. We all got
soaked by wet snow. BMoved Lo Carcajou. Good approach by Spesring Cresik,
The walley merpectedly wide. So=me 125 fi. deep. River divided about large
island smd sand-bars sbout 17 miles in extreme. Camped on islsnd. Ice thru
some parts, open mein stream, still open channel. :

October 29
The rest of the party movad up. Decide to raft the opemn water. BStill mild.
Ociober 30

Gathered raft lors with dogs. Quite exciting crossi = e gleisgh snd dogs
and three men on 2 trip. Fred chowed up well. Moved a eouple of miles.
Woods thick and snow—laden and wat.

We heve tolled over the entrance to mountainz. The Indisns follow the ica
of Sheep's Hest River through the canyom. I do mot 1like this. Paul and
Joe gayr there is a pass south of Sheepls West lMowntain and decide to try this.

Deotober J1

Panl #nd T evt trail. This climbs the bench sbove the river and heads up
the slopes ab steep grades. Timber very thick m=king work slow. Lost and
Toumd barcmeter.

ATter lunch trail became mowntaincus pessing east snd south of Sheep's Hest
which wrs lost inm mist.

Ve camp at a ¢lump of dwarf trees which Panl zalid ware the lasi. Made open
eamp, clear bright night with the momstain rising behind ns.

Hoveobar q

Hist hesvy on upper sloves, but mild. We climbed to 2 saddie which Paul

snid was the summit. Saw sheep tracks. Made a fire while Joe snd Paul looked
for a war don to Sheep®s Nest River. The mist thioned and thickened giving
views of the mowiezin pesks aboud us :nd showed 2 wild regged comnfiry. Soow
very light =nd in places couniry sirswn with shele and sandstone - wery hard
cn tobegrons.

Whem the boys returned they report impossible to folleow down the pass az creesk
coen. Worked down mowmtain elopas io lake more than 2 mile long when over to
the river. Casp oo a rock bloff 50 ft. zbowve it. The river bed 1= some 200 Ti.
wide =nd gmell strsams and boulder bars, high rocky banks. Litile ice.




Howvembsr &
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The boys asked for a day to hunt sheep and dry harness. Paul and I went
dowstrean to exemine the canvon. Little Edward, Fred and Ted himting upstream.
Joe off to the south. George in Camp.

The river drops steadily and entered the canyon with alwmost vertical walls
hundreds of feet high. The river is so smsil that 2 read ¢an be bulls on its
bed. Scenery wildly grand. A few miles dowm Panl saw & ram cn & rock slide.
Fired 6 shots and got it. Hand clumb, then packed the meat dom. :

I decided tha wmecessary to o further and returned to czmp. Paul znd
George packed the meat in. Other hunters streggled back; Ted (had seen
nothing), Joa, who had killed 3 sheep, Fred end Edward nothing. Jos hauled
biz meat in. There was a fresh maat gorge.

The sheen relieved the dog food situstion.
Tull »31d. Light soow.

Hovamber 3

Away early. Bad crossing past open water. Went through wppsr gorge — The
Devils Elbow - the river widened to what may have bsen & lake snd then Torked.
We followmed the sz=al11 seuthern fork. The steady clish bronght vz to small trees.
The river bed was full of stones which were hard on toboggsns.

Had luneh near hesdwaters snd then throuch shavp narros valley $o where it
gwings of f to the south. FPanl led the way by steep climd wp a seddle.

hels

The upper river and the clisbs are bad but they say there
Morth Borle,

s & betier road by

The saddle is bare but the west slope is well-timbered. We followed thi dewm,
picked up the head of a smll stream znd held it to csap.

From the saddle Psul pointed the road across sh wplsnd and to a distent pass
with Falls Mowtzin to the south. The weather turned a litile cooler znd clesr.
¥e had to swing southward along our creek. Paul says they croess the ridge to
the west bub it is stesp. We continue to a fork with = lerger strean and

elimb these.

Hovenbar 4

Wie followed the stresm to vhera it runs inte "Mowmtazin Closiang River® a fair
size with strong water. Searched til we found =n ies bridge and cress ed.
Clirbed out of the valley to an extensive pl=tean whers lumch.

e continned scross.the plateaw criss—crossed with ecaribou tracks, plcked up
a stresm and followed up it. In the lzte afterncon reached iis hesd behond
which iz amother high sadd”le.

¥We climbed this but found the drop on the other side impossible. Veryhard
on dogs. Saw fresh grizszly treck there. Backiracked to a ferk in a stream.
Panl said he had mede a mistzke.




Hovenber 5

Panl went shead of Horth Fork and we followed. Saw & fresh caribon rill
snd tracks of 2 wolves.

Het Panl retwning. He said this pess was good. This completed the road
he had mndertalen to show s and he wanted to retuwrn. He agreed to ach as
guide with Wells wntil Joe came back.

The pass proved fzir on the other side, crossed Siony Creek =nd over sloping
hiech bench re=ching back from Carcajon River. Splendid loeation though
coverad with tundra and smell spruce. Lameh at Deep Creek VTalley. Cort inmed
to Cercajou. The river is open and we had to follow backwaters and boulder
bars.

Hovwsmhar B

The lzek of snow =nd opem weter are delaying us and makiné progress slow.
Continued chiefly on bars. I drove Edward's dogs =nd sprained a Eﬁﬁt betwoon
tobagpzn and a boulder. :

Cfontinued to the Castles — 2 conspicuous mountains where we had to eross to
south side. JIee flooded and an open chennel. Fred found an ifece bridge. His
sleigh got into deep water ond his =nd my outfit wet. Ted's leader plunged
into open river - hauled him-out. Pins1ly 21l got scross — then Zce bridge
went out. :

I made = splint for my foot. Had to climb above a ¢liff then back to river,
‘better poing. Two fair stresms from south. The river swings northward about
a mommtain. Passed an open "hot spring'. Fred pointed to vhat he said was
& better road by the Fox Plains which avoidsed some bad viver and joined our

road farther up. I left a note themn.

Made cewp at the upper canyon. Wa cuab dosn to one tent —— very crowded. Set
2 stoves which maie it comforiable.

Decidedly cold nisht.

I am beginming to worry sbout too zany men snd dogs to feed. TWe must ecut
dovn soon, which mesnzs Ted and Jo=. 5

Wovaerher 7

¥ild and nisty. We were away early. The ice was generally falr and we
followed it . Above the restricted periiom, the velley widens into what wes

g lake at one time and into this thz two headwater stresms flow. Bluefish
{(Bolstad) from the SH and a2 smeller strzam from the norih. While wese were
proceeding along this streteh, Ted shouied "sheep". A band of about 30 wa=
feeding on a grassy plain berdering the river. They took off znd we stovped.
Jo= want shead with 2 dogs ~ {o stop then while we made 2 fire and the in-
evitehle meal. After en hour or so Edward s=nd T went on. George hombing and
Ted waiting. I drove George's dogs. Trouble with flooded ice. Travelled

to near the hezd of the old lake and ﬂEEﬁe cezp. At fair tinmber with muach
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old cuttine. This stretch iz wide; chiez{ly bolder pmzs. To the south a
range of condcal crumbling mountsins liz bebmeen the river and Fox Plains,
The norther mountains are more solid and to the west i= =2 “_,h white renpge.
The hwmiters returned —-= mo luck. Joe's leader had ehesed the shesd seross
& rock slide & torm the nails from his paws. Fainful and bleeding. They
told me it fook 2 weer to grow In. Carcsjou Hiver cnayris&s the lonz view
past the Castles, the Reverse Curve, the Canvem and then pest Glacial Lalke.

Hovember £

There wazs = discussion l=st night. The vwsual story, sleighs and harness
wet, dogs tired, not euch meat. Reluetantly T zgreed to stop a dey to hamt,
repeir and dry. Fred off ome way, Joe amd George =nother, Ted and Edward
drying and revairs.

Told Ted I waz =fraid we'd have to cut domm the partiy.

In the afternoon saw Jog and George on a high saddle henling szheap. They
h=d iwg. Fred came in lzte. He had been fer ashead and hed killed a ram.

There wag no chesrfulness in camp. Speaking fo Fred of thiz he said Little
Edward was cosmplaining all the time.

Fred and Little Edwsrd sre dramstic story tellers, teles of ihe old days.
They go on =nd on two or threes hours. The story tellsr's voice rises and
falls to a whisper. There are long pauses. The sndience listen intently.
Fdwerd interjects at frequwent intervals-— contimmes =fier th= story i=
Finiszhed. -

It iz camp Jife of the Tndians where » good story tellsr beguiled the long
evening. Tales handsd down =nd perhaps embellished betier then books for
it was entertainmsnt for =211. Fred ssys he hesrd theze fros his fether
and kiz w0 old uacles. Ther o back o magie of the mediging pan,

Hoverber 9

There mast have been talk of plans lest night for before breski=zsi Fred
opened by saying if/were splitting the party we mirhi as well here. Aotnally
we got no benefit from extre teams and they used dog and men food snd pave
Ttle Edward more work 28 cook. It waszs only oa Tedls acoownt that T had
hesiteted, so readily agreed that Joe and Ted tuwrn bzck fro= here. We mads
has"ty IE‘,.-_1d=.-:"_]=_15t:ucr.’L seid goodbye and set owh. Fred, Gecrse and Litftle
Edwerd with their dogz. I on zhead. SLill mild.

After a couple of miles of narrow valley we broke frozm ‘.:1“.=.- hills $o0 =0 eX=
tensive plateau (the one noted on our first flight). To ths west iz the
high range. SW the river enters fairly hirh momtains with nTo indicstien
of & pess, to the left are the Fox Plains, a contimustion of ihe platean.
The high land is stoay znd the bottem a bit swazpy. Trees becoos smell and
seetiered, 5 wiles out we made tea et a clvmp of dwarfs snd & few miles
beyond picked up Fred!s rm. The mountains elosed in %o 2 pess. As this
narrowed, one branch froa the scouth ended a2t 2 sween of hich soundzinz. We
followed one that twrned sharply right. We climbed to the hezd of owr stresm,

followed a clean pess, narrow but long slopes to low mommbains. A new streao
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gterted snd developed reapidly =s we descended. There was & high 1:]:"33%' moumisin
to the right and low crumbling slopes to left. The cresk bad all reek, ir—
ragular, large fragments. JTce poor and broken. Streas had bean hish at freeze
up and had fellen. Water on ice in places. This was the stretch Fred had
werned me was had. The creek must be followed. We trawvelled t$ill elmost dark
snd mnde on gpen camp on a small bench with good timber end much ol cuttine.
Evervthing simpler with the small party. The aeccidant to xy fool makes trawvel
@ifficult. 8till wearing the splint.

Quite cheerful party.
Movamber 10

Up 2t 4 znd awsey with first damm. We followed down Devil Creek a short dis-
tence when it turned S and SE, dropping sharvly in & nerrow rupged w=lley.
We turned up = small branch from the west, followed the uppsr slopes and
wltinately e¢lixbed szbove timber o & wide pass with no high pesks. 2 tepee-
shaped one lay ahead. We made tea moumtain Indien feshion from 2 bechiwve
shaped pile of green =nd dry willow. It was raw and hsrd fo Xssp werm.

The misty sky settlsd to a lircht snowstornm 25 we proceaded. Frad pointed Lo
a wide valley to the HW where he said Front Lake, the head of a brench of
Movmiain Rivery lay. As we sporoached Teepee Mowntain he s-id he was m-
certein of the road ahead. There was some confusion. A s=mell strean started
down the slope passing south of Tespes Mountzin and there were two peaks to
the south west. Finally he szid he'd go zhead. He followed domm = b3t then
up & small feeder. Everything wes vagpe in the falling snow - very bleek
aad barren with dim ovtlines of pomtsins. We follew — I droppine behind.
Our stresm led %o ancther high pass. We cross a feir lake at its head.
Feiriv sood going with some Tourh tundre. Little Edwmerd waited for me and
rode #eross the lsks. We heerd howling ahead — wolwves. Presanily 5 eppeared,
1 very large black. Fdward got his rifle snd fired for the black. Theyr
sentiered nh the mowmtain side =nd another pack ahesd also sopsared. We
eaught vp to Fred vho was standing by his wwiurned tobogran w:ith an =x=.

He s=id 14 hed closed in em him, & blacks and 8 yellow. The dogs had gone
wild end the wolves howled, while he shouted. Asked whr he didn't shoot,

he said Esd Medicine. He was very much 2 wild Indian and seezed to have
been concerned only with his dogs. They said 2 wolf covld slways k211 a dog.
I wondaered whet would have happened if they had closed in froa bebind when

I was far in the resr. We found the picked benes of 2 mooss nearby.

We crossed seversl small lakes and follewed & streasm draining from them.
Fred said he didn'™t lmow this pase with the large lale but that we were now
cn & river he remembered. T called it Deka (Wolf) River.

Thiz picked up repidly - the usual stony bed and mmesrtsin or flooded ice.

A brench eg=e in from the north =2nd the river became more gorgelilks ok the
valley iz wide and the slopes moderzte fo fairly high momntaing. We resched
strageline trees as dvsk settled, then a small wooded bench where ws made.
CRET.

I was rather low-spirited over todayls travel.

Hovember 11

Y —

Up earliy snd away before damn.  (ur river swinos to 55 (to Tooriichial so we
= - ol "

left it,elimbed 2 low hill to a pess over & divide z2pd éovm =ooop enother
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stresm — Anf Hill Mewntain River.

This is similar to the others =s it drons rapidly to the Tooritehis. The
abornr bed and bad ice made herd travel. We left it on its lower courss oud
elimbed crer a shoulder of the momtain to the Valley of Tooriichis (Twityz).
Thiz river was open - & big disappoointment. It iz = Food-sized river in a
well defined vellsy between high mountein ranges. There are well timberad
bernehes with sorace snd black poplar.

One of the risks we had teken was that we should meet the cariboun migrstion
here. There had been some doubt whenm the sesson proved so mild. Our mest
gupply was low. Sof it was a greet relief vhen we saw fresh tracks and
presently a bull on the ice. Fred shot znd hit him ouf he mede off. We
decided to cazp while Little Edwerd hmmied. Found = good old cemp site in
big spruce snd soo Edward returned. He had seen 3 smd shot 1. George went
for it with hisz dogs. Ammmition low so must be careful.

Fred says there is & betiter place to hunt about 7 miles upstresm where we
leawe the river. These 1Little ceribon are the ssme =5 those of the Barren
Gronrds.

Nowgmber 12

£ vary bad day, mild showing, oo visibility. The river mostly open snd the
banks bad. Spent a hard porping makine 1ittle progsress. Had to cross to
south =side and c¢limb shoulders of the momtain.

Reached camp early. HNo earibou tracks; probably coen weter accommts for
this.

The discuzsion not chesrful thst nisht. Fred at biz worst "1 deontt knew™.
Fe decide %o 7o &nd itrust o sheep snd Doose.

Fooritchie River dividez here into E}TCI-‘:!I‘_‘i'-‘.'.L‘E‘I.iEI with Caribon middle and
Bluefizh somth. We follow the lagt.

Hoose do not come dosn from woper slopes ©ill snow despd.

Hovembar 13

We followad vn Bluefish River; the first few miles were throogh narrow velley
then this widens to 2 or 3 miles with moderste renges. L.E. sighted sheep on
the crest of 2 moumtein Fred elimbed after them, winged a ¥omr one whicl ot
away #nd brought dowm a2 ewe which tumbled off 2 cliff snd rolled down ®=lids
elmest to our fire. Thiz relisved the dogr food situation 2 1ittle bub sheesp
too coptly in emmmition. L. Edward showed me a stump eut #ith a stone ave.

Te passad a vortical gorge shere the river cui throwsh 2 rides, bedond this
iz ome of the post-glacial lske beds. This ends in srevel izke beuches; high,
but scattered tress.




¥owvember 14 _ .
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bwagy at damm over 2 seriss of benches and la¥es which form the head of Godlin
Rivar. fter our firet fire, Fred snd Georre weni shesd to hmt. L. Edward
and T driving 3 tesms. Confinually ene or other in trouble. Hard work.

Caught the hmters up 2% second fire— no luek. This at Ezsuche River.
{Good valley, Fred says, all the way dowm).

Had to cross river — open, built a bridge. Heavy going, so camped early,

Quarrel abeut dog rations. L. Edward s=2id Fred was using =ore then hisz share.
Fed almost the last of the meat. Poot giving me the devil. Very cheerless
evening. Tuming cold.

Howenber l§. (very cold - 45 below)

L. Edmard off right after breakfast to hunt. T drove his dogs. e followed
up Fgouche and where it forks, toolk the left brench. Crossed series of benches
in wide vwalley with high renpes. Fred shet a2 fox. Trees thinned snd ceuwped
early at the lsst wood. Fred went shend to look 2t the rosf. He does not
imew this part 2nd has informetion from 2 sketch by zn old Indiesn.

L. Edwerd esme in — no Iuck. Long after dsrl, Fred retvrned. He mede no
corment and the others asked no guestion. T had the bad mermers to a5k
what he had seen — he said nothing. What had ke kilied? - "z mopze¥, snd
af'ter ashile, PT k311 a earibou too". We had fed the dors flour znd rics
The totel supply wes not enowrh for oursselves, withowi gzme the situation
was very bad. This suceesaful hunt- clesred everything. The natives had been
confident that they vould find moose on the hicher lsnd but T had been
wondering iif it hadn'f been resh to risk everrthing =5 we wera. To ro beck
was equally risky. Tt is & difficvlt situstion thst offn ceceurzs whem you
muss balance nerve and good Jjudgment. IF sucecesaful, it ==z the rroper
thing to do, if not it was wnjustifisbly foolherdry.

Hoverber 16
Before we lefi camp, we loeded wood to cspecity. Tt was abowt 50 below.
Cold even whem remning. A little above camp the river enters 2z cenyon which
it follows for severnl miles. Thers iz probebly & good locstion on the bench.
After about 7 miles, the restricted w=1ler widens inio sn imchithestre sur-
romnded by momwntrins joined by saddles. It was here Fred ¥i3iled. He hed
gseen 2 tull and cow mopse. The bulls sre ro rood a2t this sssaom. He made 2
pood chot in the semi-derimess. Then he saw 15 coribow.

We mode & ceaEp with willew Tfloor. We needed our 2 stoTes to best the tent.
It waz bitterly ceold cutting up the moose. Finglly gob the mest in. VWegh
to bed at 6 and get up at 5. Tt is derk at £ v.m. znd damm breeks chout 6.
Fred'e stories occupy the evening - in Slsvey,so I am Iselsted. Foreed to
think my own thoughts, sompetimes heppr often neot.

The willow fleoor is guite comfortsble afber the roszt comes out, bub tha
depends on the yerdstick of comfort.




-

L

The natives give the best of the meat to the dogs — not through considera-
tion tut they like hord mesi if there is Pat. Ny feeth ers unecuzl to he
tesk of gnowing 2pd grinding. T often envy the dogs thelr lwnuriousstesks

and rossts. We have 1ittle beside meat, soun snd tes. The odd bit of
barmock endfodderf rice.

with meat, we hsve conly cold and wesriness to cope with-—and my fool.
Hoverber 17

For some days the hish mowmtsins to the szouth have cut off the sun by day

and the moen st might. They shine brightly on the vpper perts of -hhe.- northern
mormtains. Our treil 2nd camps have been lost in these whiite mounteins. Cold
by night as the surface of the moon — often very besutiful. Today we Ta-
mained in camp except Fred,vho went shead to study the country. Be mede a
long day amﬂ nL'L:;' reu-u.med efter dark. Again I agked what ke had found. There
wAS SOMe % Yoy and . Gcﬂh%{dsmfr nnm,:l' San 'lil-'.&a;i'u t2lk when he first
Thomet ;- ter "lc:l_ um moosen het, he F‘ﬁ seen 2 mommiain fer tothe
rmast thet he 'F:,h-::rx..ght he new. "If it is thet] he sLi-:l;"we ere on the right
rosd”. He had tried to find the pass of the old msn, but it was no good.

fhr rosd conbinues up the Brouchs. He has seen )17 moose. He said in the
eoontry of no trees, it is 21l the some level as the vallers, only the
mommising high. He mows the country well, rorth and scuth n:u us bt had

enlr trevelled this wey when he wes very young. His 1ife had been spent
hetween the Yuokon snd Maekenzie snd these momnd=ins and valleys sre his roads
#nd hunting growmd. The voute is dolled with places "shere T killmm sheep

or moose or ceriboun” or Pwhere I meke skin boat.® He sfopmed me onee to
point to vhers a stresm ceme throvgh the mownisins and s=id "I meerly cry

lest time I ecapp theregmy litile hoy {now desd) plsy on the beach?. Ancther
time when he meade ms o mep he showed & little lake up the Husky Dog River

snd told me "my girl Jessie burned there®. He is & gueer siriure of Indim
snd White. Somewhere in his family tree s French voysgeur introdnced a

atrein of joie de vivre andé comewhere an old Conjuror Implenied the belief

in the old pods smid devils.

L. Edward iz all Indisn, Gsorge hes been to the Mission School. He is &
pood bov, capeble bot weowth with nothing sponteneons.

Fovenher 18

Hot cuite so cold =nd bright after the esrly morning frosty elr. Awey
before dawm with the mountains dim and ghostly, we had not gone fer when
a garibon was sighted. George shot rond the caribon made off. TFrad-loosens
2 of the dogs. They soon csupht up to the wounded enimal vhich twmed =t
+—tut he hed no chance. The dess lept om him snd brovghi him dowm. A
rood picture of wolves sabteeking their cuwerry. :

Five niles on we picked up Fred's moose. Two valleys opened up, cne S
and ome SE. Through the former we szw Fredls momisin. Probably the
ferthest hich one is Ttsi with the Sel¥yns nesrer.

W& took the S one, = fine clean streight pass 2 or 3 miles wide. Lumch

st 8 willow fire on the Divide =zt the head of the Fqumlrﬂ then dem 2 ghtresz
vhich we tock to be Stony or Tntsz River. MHoose and caribon tracks were

e yThere .
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We made a pood effernoen's trovel down owr river, which started mest and
tuwmed 5. In places we could use the ice, in others opan or flooded.

Saw meny moose (17}, no wolf iracke. The moose slveve made un meumtein sides.
Sfun Hays very bright snd low - betwsen cne and a romtasn.

We made a good mountein Indisn eamp in the twilight in o rood el of bip
willows. A% last we were swey from ecromiines momntains.

Todey's travel good road locatiom.

Hn‘:re':!bf'r 13

We continved édovm Tobga R which curved to the sowth with & moderste range to
WEET.

Resched countrr Fred Imows with odd single trees.

Left the river vhere it swings off to SE. We fock ene velley bui Fred
showed me the one berond =s best for the rosd. Tt wes spewine = little
and bazy. Slores covered with scruh black bireh, herd bresking trail.

Beyond the mass we entered country of wide wellers snd eml
tered mountains. This is the start of the platesun. We fo
branch of Inifa River, them & leng stretch of tumdre. CGrevel River is off to
the south with a fair—sized lske. In the pale sfternoon we resched the
Grevel and couwld follow along the edge of the ice, thowwh nemy open nlaces.
Hurt =y foot ege’n =nd dropped fer behind. Ceush® uo et Snsk to the others
making camp at the last woods. A smell sesttering of fzir trees cn 2 slope
to tke north. The mowntsin here is_eslled Lost Mommiein., Ther te1l me the
peotle always pess this wy end e=rmp here. (o car nz ara slrevs ouite
cofortable with the 2 stoves which soon drive cut ths cold snd take th
frost out of the brush. L. Edward produces supper in remeriebly ouick time
end one can really relax in confort with his pine— the natives have their
long stories whick lsst to bedtime at 6. T have to entertespn myeelf as
best T may. Fred made me a new mep with more detsil shesd, Feor the first
time, it is clesr that we follow Grevel River wp to Mesladdes Pace, The
noon shome mistily throwvch falling frest. J (Mnemili=n?)

Hovesber 20

Camped on a smell dslsnd in Gravel River covered with high =llows. We cen
see owr way ahead to the psss. A wide boy of the platesu sirstching in to

the mountains that form the comtinent:1 divide (the Selrrn Ranre). These

and the ranges enclosing the approach are messive. The aversee elevation

of the plateau iz sbout 5000 f. 2nd *he pesks Tise shove thiz to 2000,

The platesn itself ir rolling cowmtry covered thickdy with =rrvh hlack spruce | !
end odd clumps of willow. The surface iswuelly timdrs ,ir places smeroy.

To the north is rn extensive arez with smell vonds Imom == Goose Flats,

Ve fellewed up Gravel River, » zmell stresm flowing over clesn rravel bed.
On the ice, travel was easy, but vhen we had to take to the scrub it was
the devil. Tempers were edsy, bub relsmed in the confort of = pood eamp
vhere the usus) evening life repeated itself. The long steories seem to




Yorershar 27

e\
to malke the netives h;prfabringinr back the 1ife of the old days.

Frad told me thet Christie Pess is too swamgy znd Upper Ross Biver the
same. He said that from the cldest time the people almays trzvelled by
MechdIlan Pass. There are tw¥o. One to the southwest by the South Fork,
north of Ice Homntsin to Sheldon Lake end the other northwest io North
Fork =nd Mayo.

We passed = besver house, fox snd wolversne tracks. Stranse thet there
seem to be no wolves here, thoush they tell me wolves wery bad on
Mzeillan., Once Fred said hiz uncle and 2 small boys were atiacked by
more then 100. The boys elizbed trees snd shet with 227z spd his mmele
drowe the wolves off with his rifle.

Fred complained tired — "too much Go Go £11 ths fime." We had time to srzre
for Dee. 1st so I agreed to stop a dar vhen we resched trees if he was mare
=e conld get mest zhaad. He said there was slwvays moose about Tee Mewmntadn.

Thig i= our Yast camp on the platesw without trees — I hope. This ig a
perfect night. A full meen is shinirg on the momt=ins, lighting wp our road
+to the pess. The little river -~ almost 2t its end - divides about cur
emell ielapd with its breve forest of 1little willows. The dogs =re scat-
tered about sleeping pescefully. QOne wonders if those behind ever give
theughkt to us and our ventvre, but they are probebly lost in their small
affelirs.

Probably 4 moTe cemps.

e are camped scross the Divide £ miles dom by & small stresm flowing ibdo
Sovth Branch Mackillsn River.

The platesn conditions continued to the summit with little =ign of ihe pass.
The reason is that the valler to the west iz comperatively nerrow, en—
closed by high momntains snd it makes = slight cuwrve giving the effect of
beinz elosed.

Fred tells me that the wind always blows here and that 2 high momtain over—
logking cur camp is colled "Hind's Nest Momtain.® T ealled this stresm
MNitsi River - Wind River.

Gravel River dwinéled to 2 tiny brook rising in e sherp wvalley to the north.
A gentle roll deflected this last. On the west side of this & spring
trickles westward and this is the Continentsl Divide. Trees aprear gh the
symmit in tiny cluvmps which immedistely increase In size on the Yolkon side.
The trees here sre sirikingly different from the last woods. They are
species of balsal= though different from any I have evar seen before.

The snow wos deep on the Pass, piled up in the -serub #nd freil breaking
mes work for 2 and sometimes 3 men.

Wie resched good trees before dark snd made = fine camp. The view up the
pess =t sunset was particularly fine especizlly to see trees and to think
thet the long tr=il behind us led to a good pass.
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Gecrge's pups are always in irowble. Whemever we sitop they went to play
end get tangled up in the harness. The other nizht one of the dogs kept =
araka hmrlr.:_r:‘ In the morning I asked L. Fdwerd what wms the trouble.
He szid "Liddle pap went to play. EHe hesr other liddle pups play and no
can go. He ery". Another time one of the pups got lc:n::usr: and berked all
night. George told me "He provd to be free.? Just the ss=e, it iz no fun
driving the pups, continvelly wntangling them but they are sefe to handle.

Tomorrow we stay here and have & rest. I hope ther are risht sbout moose
zheed, for ovr supply is meliing snd they feed lavishly.

Nowemhar 22

Thiz day of rest is fitbtingly Sundey. George went chead to break trail sd
hunt. The Wind's Hest is living up to its neme. A stronp east wind is
driving 2 seud of snow through the pass making uvs appreciste our fine camp
in the trees. We did little today. It is 2 meonths gince I had s hair cut
end & month sinee a shave. This morning, Fred looked over and said "Youm
211 the same brother (#pssion)." That was too much, so I had a shave —
cuite an astonishing tinge of white to my besrd. Fred slso shaved. He
s2if he had enly 3 hairs snd vherever he looked in the no-stick country
he could Tee 3 trees. L. Edward, who had nothing visible, shaved because
wa had been teasing him sbout getting his snowshoes tzngled in his besrd
¥ then brealdine tradl.,

One day's rest does wonders. It makes you realize how wearing this hard
travel is.

The natives sre essentially improvident. When they have meat they fesst
no matter what the prospeet sherd. I% is uvseless to try to check them and
I find myself sccepting their philosgphy.

Hovember 23

The wind moderated but the Wind's Nest lived up to its reputztion and blew
us ous of the pass.

The wvalley widensed rapidly =nd trees become bifgeer and thicker. Owr river
grew into a fadir stream but we had the vsuel experiencs with flood ice and
bad ice, but hed more use of it than sny river yet.

e treveled west to clear a moumtain mass then sovth to Lest Eloumtaines with
the Iisi fIce) Momtbains ahead.
Lignt anow fell with poor wisihil
low temmareturse. There is fzir ¢
bezrer cowmibry.

ty and the air was ra= thorgk not wery

it
izber con the river fleats and this iz good

m;. |

We are down Lo one day of dog feed and procticelly nothing but tea and
meat. We plen to moke a short move and hunt tomorrow.

Novesber 24
Another day of ight snow snd no visibility =nd sgsin raw.

This is a bad day. We gob wo =% 3:30 and treveled in the darlk over bed ies.
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L. Eéward had to go back five miles te get his snowshoes. Indisns are lile
this. After our first fire, Fred snd George went humting while L. Edwaré
end I took the dogs to Glacier Creek and made camp. Hard, irritating werk
cog man zhead breeldng trail end one driving 3 teens I[inc‘-luiitg the pups).

After camp set up, L. Edward went akead to look at the river. R=n into

3 wolves which made off. & moose had been ¥illed end frowen in the ice.
Thes had eaten as much as they could tear off but mich of it wes still
there. The hunter retwrned with ne Inck - too many wolves. George had been
to the foot of the glacier. We fed out lasi meat to the dogs. Wo chanece
to make Bheldom tomerrow. -

Noverber 25

We zre camped on Ress River above the emnyon. Todsy the cold bit deep -
beleow 60 2nd it was & tnugh jub making camp in the ¢old and dark, and I
hate to think of the humgry tirﬁu dogs.

The day started badly. I bad 519]:-".: cold =nd was in no humer for it when
Fred woke George at 2:30. T said we couldn't make throvgh enywey and why
meke it harder for purselves traveline in the dsrk. Rather tense atmos—
phere but we waited till a €inge of grey showed in the stove pipe hole.
We kad a look at the moose frosen in the river but too much work to cut %
ent. After & fer miles of river we staried on the -u:-::"i:-arx=h to Ross River
which passes west of Ttsl Mountains. It was hard to keep from freezing
except when breaking trail snd thet wes hard work.

Beputifully clesr and bad the fine wiew of Itsi Hommtains.

,Tising and falling in long slopes. We followed some

This is #n «asy Dass
rossed 2 lakes, but .,hm"e is gpood groumd om either zide.

opnen marsh snd o
Ho tracks of any keind,

Hovamher 36

A mam m LT | m—

Bitterly cold early and clear - then clouded over with falling frest.
Became milder buk raw and sharp wind.

Ve made & Y-nile portege past the Canyon,then followed the winding Rosz
River. JYee feir to bad. This continmnzl bad ice makes one careless, but
we have 81l broken through without seriouns consecuences.

Fe zte our last seraps for breskfast and had to meke Sheldon for omr next
mesl. Mt. Sheldon seemed fo take z2n intermimable time to owerhaunl.

Resched Field Lake and finally could =ee Fred Hsclennen®s eebin with smolke

rising from it. Arrived at 1. He h=d put up fish snd T hed sent supplies
thers by plane in Sept. so we end owr dogs Fessted.




