
This is an excerpt from Jeanne Connolly Harbottle’s unpublished 102 page (due to pagination errors, the 
actual count is 97) manuscript Heels and Heroes (Yukon Archives – Bud & Jeanne Harbottle fonds, Acc 
82/171 MSS 012). This extract (p 16 to end) is an account of their trip from Macmillan River YT 
(~M262W) to Norman Wells NT via vehicle and then on foot for a total distance of 257mi/411km.  The 
winter of 1947-8 Jeanne and her husband Tom ran a trapline in the Yukon based near Mile 252W 
overlooking the Itsi Mountains. After a couple of months spent in Whitehorse and Teslin they headed 
back to their trapline in August 1948. They, with four of their dogs, took lifts from workers employed by 
the company conducting salvage of the abandoned CANOL No. 1 project. At the beginning of this 
excerpt they were helping two men in an attempt to build a pontoon bridge over the Macmillan River #1 
crossing. 










































































































































































