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PREFACE

MR, C. V, MYERS ends his book OIL TO ALASKA, CANOL
UNVEILED, with the statement, “One of the greatest engineers
ing feata in the history of mankind hes been completed.”

Before I left the United Statea in the fall of 1943 to work
on the Canecl Project, I had planned to publish (in one volume)
my novel RUALL DWELLY, written in 1920-31; OF
PRAIRIE RAFFAREES, a gronp of short stories writtan in
or near 1934 and two of my remaining short stories. Then, for
persenal reasons, I should bid farewell to the art ef writing,
both as vecation and avocation.

During the long, boresome wait at Fort 5t John for planes
to carry us to the Arctic, there were many rumars of censorship
of letters, and of general secrecy surrounding the project. It
was then that I decided to keep a journal for my childrem,
which I could probably bring out with me in its entirety, since
by the time my contract ended the need for secrecy would likely
net exizt, Upon my return to the Btates, it was declded, because
of their timeliness, to place these notes at the beginning of
the fortheoming volume, :

The project was named “Cancl,” after “Canadian Oil.” Camp
Cansl, located on the Mackenzie River, was the construction
camp for the eastern end of the pipeline. It lies filteen hundred
tiles north of Edmeonton by the water route, The end of the
rallroad is ot Waterways, three hundred miles north of Edmons
ton, From October first to {ul:.r first of each year airplanes
provided the only transportation from the Canel reglon to the
autelde world. Between Canol and Whitehorse lle the Mackenzie
Mountaing, which form the watershed between the Mackenzie
and Yuken Rivers. Rising to almost nine thousand feet, It was
theze mountalns which provided the greatest obstacle to the
Canol Project.

The canyen mentioned early in the journal is Dodo Canyon,
which one enters twenty-five miles out from Cancl. With walls
400 to 700 feet high, and with hot springs which keep the fce
of its crecks thin in winter, today it is one of the most commonly-
mentioned places of the Far North, But—and this is an illus.
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tration of the almost blind groplng with which the workin
'.r.r::'l.nappruachlclileauh phase of the project—Y labelind it meruIE
the "Canyon” Xn fact, throughout the journal, each incldent
was recorded as observed through the eyes of the working
mar—who, necesserily, was shut away from work-orders, project

maps, indeed from even a broad view of the terrain as se
through the windows of a truck cab. & &

The abbreviations and Arabic numerals of the ariginal manu-
script—even though they may not meet the demands of good
composltion—have been left unchanged. -
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Fe. 8t John, B.C,, Can.
Clet. 27, 1943

ONE MONTH ago this morning we recelved instructions in
office in Petroleum Bldg, Los Angeles, Gathered at Union
Depot at 5 P.M, Left ebout 7:30, in an ancient car at the end
of a train pulled by a locomotive which evidently had a mechans
izal defect, to judge by the terrlfic series of jolts prefacing each
stop—and it stopped many times during the night, They changod
engines next morning; from then on il we reached Oakland
at 4:30 P.M. it was better. From BSeattle to Vancouver it was
very uncomfortable. We hed a fine-looking modern car, but
the alr-conditioner was broken, The eun heated the alc at the
tap of the car, and the fan eireulated it. Some of ue were almosk
sick at end of that ride, Other portions of the journey.were
O.K,, although none of it was like rezular civilian traffic,
When we arrived at Ft. 8¢, John, which is filty miles past
the rail-head, we were met with many tales cancamingl plane
losses, Some of these tales were bona fide, such as the loss of
about twelve men at Whitehorse, and the recent arcival of a plane
from Canol with an engine missing so badly much of the bag-
gage was thrown out to enable the plane to reach this field.
These false rumers, and true tales, as well as the day-te-day
experiences with the planes—some groups of men went to the
eir-field as many as three times, standing around at night and
in the cold for hours; even flying out for twe hours and being
forced back—combined to increase the nervousness of the men.
One plane has been bothering much with ity magneto: and the
men wondersd—since several times they were there ready to
g0 when the plane was unable to take off becauvee of the mapneto
—wondered what would happen I the magneto falled whils
they were in the air. Mo one ssems to lnow, but the peneral
impression is that a plane must reach Ft. Melsan or Simpson,
or be loat. This lack of information {& conducive to poor morale,

The soldiers here have tamed a coyote. It roams around the
camp like a daﬁg' plays with the dogs, plays sround in front of
men with sticks, ete, to show it s friendly, This morning T
called him up to within three feet of me, and believe T conld
have potted him; but it wasg the first time I had seon his closs
and I respected his pood judgment in belng cautions. I T were
he, T would not allow a stranger to pet me. I understand the
doldiers plck him up and carry him areund. About a hundred
yards from here a citizen has chickens Toose in his back yard;
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po I guess the coyote must not bother them, so long as he is
fed regularly, His oye was a8 gentle a3 the average dog's.

I have stralned my eyes badly the past two weeks, trying to ~

nazs the time. I have been “broke” about ten days, and it i3
difficult to pass the time in a town llke this without money.
The 16mm, movie costs 85¢, but 12 much harder on the eyes than
any movia I have ever seen. A red lght at each exit glares into
wour eves from the front, The machine s 8o {ar from the screen
that the pleture is very dim, The last one I attended was a spy-
in-the-dark mystery; and it really was a mystery, as it was 50
dim ene eould not even follow the plet. Y heard some of our
men say, "Never again”

We work 40 hours weekly while we are "standing by.” Al-
thotigh the men instinctively dread the cold work ahead at
Canol, they are very anxlous to got at it. One man was so
exasperated after going to air fleld twice, standing for hours,
finally getting seated with baggage in plane, only to have the
plane change its schedule and go to Edmonton instead-—he quit
this morning. Sald he would be in Honalulu by Jan. 1, T suspect
hiz wife in Los Angeles, and the warmth at Honolulu—which
he left not too leng ago—had some influence on him, zs well
ag the wondering about plane safety to Canocl. Many have talked
of quitting, “Heavy" is always talking of going to his "frlend
Duddle, at Morris-Knudsen's office in L. A, and shipping out
for the road-bullding from Delhi, Indla to the Burma Road
T—since I have no apecial ability, such as truck-driving, bull
deozer operating—can't be so choosey, but just take things as
they coma,

I hawve walked a few miles In all directiona frem town, talked
with several farmers and others. Figure I may have saved a
horse's life Mondey. I found it slek in & straw-pile, walked a
mile and more out of my way, left a note in the deorway of
the farmer (bachelor). Herses to me are almost human, This
horse saw me coming, and did everything he could, without
talking, to let me know he was sick and needed help. He was
evidently foundered on wheat.

The Peaace River bridge—placed only three months ago——
has connected this trading post with civilization. Prler to that
they dependad on a ferry across the rlver, But I thinlk the farmers
are unduly optimistlc, One cold farmer, whose land borders
the Alaska Highway, said his land is worth $75-100 an acre.
It does produce much graln—which they largely feed to bacon
hogs for the English market; but when one looks at the map
ono realizes thelr remoteness, He homesteaded 22 years ago,
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and each of his two sons also has & homestead close by but
I notlce very few painted buildinge, and the oldeat prave-head
[anpw in the cemetery eaid, "Aged 61." What few grave markers
there are—a very small percentage of the graves are marked—
conslst of wooden crosses and monuments made af plain pray
conerete, Yet there i3 marble only a few hundred miles south-
west, in southern B, C. Az I see it—but the farmers won't admit
{t—one big drawback is the fact it is 300 f&, to water. They

k- ﬁ]l L‘-U I-Id pﬂ.l‘.l-ﬂ-!. Wi.t:.':l # ﬁﬁ‘.l:pﬂ.gﬂ WE“. neﬁ,‘—hjr: ar dfrlﬂ”.ﬂ. an Ii'l.l!ﬂt'b}"

aprings and creeks, As clvilization comesz nearer, the latter will
sezome more and more uareliable, The creele 1% miles north
of here already has hundreds of hogs running 1o it. The water
at our camp 12 8o "deped" with chlorine hardly anvone drinks
:t, and the coffes tastes like polson, A big hullabales at Van-
couver now because the chlorine put in the city water has killed
all the trout fingerlings In Stanley Park; newepaper argues that
anything which kills them Is also herd on babies. But our
crlorine here Is much worge than Vancouver's, ’

¥ Kk ¥

Forty miles west of Cancl,
MNovembeor 7, 1943

19* BELOW ZERO, We drove an hour and a half in the “Fud,"
covered with canves. The "Fud” is the FWD, or Four-Wheels
Drive. Arrived at job site with very cold feet, Somao of men
bullt a fire and I got some dead timbor. “Pete” sald all experi-
e:'.::ed northerners knew better than to build a fire, as it only
mezes you colder. I told him my experience was that, after a
lang ride, it was better to warm your fest to a moderate extent,
Thnn,-v.l:hen you etart working, especially at something sta-
tionary like dipging a hole in the ground, your feet will gradually
et warmer, If you don't, your feet will stay cold a long, long
time. When I worked at the hole I was plenty warm except at
my hands and feet; those were the places I could not dress
veeperly because of the unfulfilied promises of the company.
If I had known they could not live up to thelr promizes at

gnr:f].hl could have arranged differently at Edmenten or Ft.
@ John,

: Iﬂccﬂrd!ng to Ewald, the 30-yr.-old German who worhed with
e past two days, the Linn trucks are hall-tracks on the rear end,
and pulll a trailer on caterpillar treeds, total load forty tons,
Sald he'd seen a caterpillar pulling trailers across Great Slave
Lake, total load 800 tons, 8o much goesip about breaking trucks,
tie, foreman Joe Wright sald tonight nothing sultable for the
Country except the sixeby-slx (Bix~whesl-drive Studebaler) and
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the caterpillar. Gossip tonight at supper was that a certaln
man had just run his Gfth truck off the road. He was sent away
from this camp (Facty Mile Eami} because, with a lead of men,
he kicked the trick out of gear half way down a slippery hill,
despite John Simpsen's {another foreman) erders to hold it
in gear to the bottom, And John Slmpsen is none too sale a
driver. Yesterday he wap backing us gll up the great hill to
the west, with a steep preclipice all the way along our lelt. All
of a sudden the truck-end was within three feet of the edge and
we werg backing straight toward the drop. Aboutr six of our
men bounded toward tive back door, which was highly dengers
ous, as they might have tipped the truck backward, or fallen
down the cliff, at least might hawve tippéd up one énd of &
pick Iving on fAoor and injured sonie man, OF course John wae
just turning around, but he should have backed up toward the
wall, not the precipice.

Thiz was my second day of work, but because the “Fud"” went
dead half-way up the terrific hifl to the west, we spant nearly
all the morning yesterday walking 1p the hill and Bnding brush
io build a fire. Thers was a stiff breeze through the pass, and
walking back toward the “Fud” against it was pretty much
backward, T had thought the work would start soon after saven
c'clock, 8o had worn two pairs of light cotton pants, and had
Iefs miy new shespskin vest at the barrack. Instead, T was ripght
out in the breeze, and standing around, much of the morning.
We ate dinner at Camp 50 (the number slways represents the
number of miles from Canol), a0 I had to go the rest of the
day in the light garb. The 1% hr. ride home In the evening
was plenty cold, This morn I put on my wool trousers and
BvEr ft the {ssued “tin pants,” size 44, the only size I could get
{I wear & 26 trouser), The huge size of the trousers, plus the
weakness of my dress suspenders, allowed them to hang 8o low
I could hardly climb into the “Fud,” which has a very high body,
and no hand-helps to speak of; and could hardly climb around
in the woods, It was laughable. At noon I stripped down, and
really drew them up. I had asked the commiszary man twice
for these tin pants; and anly got them when the superintendent
herded all the men in together and ordered “tin pants" for them.

While writing this, the windew {ell down on the back of my
neck, A nail narrowly missed me, but the pene of glazs hit
squarely and shattered over my neck and the table. I might
have been hurt gquite badly, a serious matter up here. The
nearest doctor fn 40 miles away; and the road is 8o bad that
my new sult-case was completely ruined In just the ride from
Canol out here. T handled it all the way from San Diego to
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Dawson Creek, and handled it coming out of the plane at Canel
and 1r1§n the truck at Canol. But that ome 40-mile ride in the
back of a truck from Canol out here, completely rulned it. We
eroased the creek sbout ten times, once making four tries at
the opposite bank of ice before we could get up on it. (Howaver
that crossing was not on the main road, It led across the s’;rean{
to the saw mill) They say there used to be 45 crogsings of the
ereak. All of us men were Jammed like sardines in the woddens
covered 'tiru:f:k_. with 4 stove. The back door, which was the only
opening for light and air, had to be closed much ef the tine
secause of cold air and smew from ths rear, 5o we could ses
very lttle of the “Canyon” It was raalestic gcenery, what I
gaw of It with frozen waterfalls whers icicles hane fll:u.'t],r feat
of more, It is & narrow creels valley through immense mountains,

_C;ur ca;'np. winiech we are Eoing to move soon, is located in the
EI ?.t-.. of rounded mountaing, & very pecullar formation.
Wﬁlhg out at them and at the moon, which Ehows
:ﬁﬁ low between two of the mountaing, it seems almose unreal,
] .--e are on the creek bottom, and the mountiins loam up sheer
[here are no foothill approaches to them. This is the Hrinter
r'c:_ndertand. Seven inches ol snow lie on the ground; a halfs
Fu..r after aundown the sky is an unearthly blue, and all the
irmament excf.é[j:t where the sun has set, is a series of gradations
of blue—including the enow-clad hills -and mountaing, At the
tnEn of the big hill to west, one looks 38 miles across to the next
Ec?f?u-Th:%%n ril_.]gn% in tI]:e range show two mts, which belong
< I:Er abnut‘éﬁej:‘f;.art er on, But, of coeurse, they look much
We have several old northerners on th
nflretcasne_sa with fires. Gossip has it thatE :%fof];:{u?k]ﬁx
stll burning after forty years. The holes I dug today ar'e s
iulll:-wm four inches of frozen turl, two feet of peak tnoss (rmngs
kegd, one foot of rock and gravel, the remainder of the five
-Enet Bnqﬂ. The top layer of moss of course would burn! and the
peat below it looks =o rich that It would burn, Thus, to put out
a fire it is necessary not enly to scatter all tho burning timbers
50 that the snow will smother them, but to mix Enow enough
with the embers to l-::n;; them from Igniting the peat below
f:ui to keep the breeze from fanning the embers into a fame
?:15 blowing them against the highly inflammable spruce needles,
poat ember surely glows when blown against. The Eprlce
?erﬂ scem stunted and scrawny, but we find enough to make
1-;-“:. poles from. They say a spruce about 12-in. high Is about
years old; that it grows only a 3-leaf height cach year; in
other words, that most of these trees, which are abeout 25~ft.
high, are over 100 years old.

7




Up until this neon I had seen no living thing except ravens,
the same bird which constituted almest the only living thing
on San Clemente Island, which Is almost sub-tropical. It was
rather uncanny to see the same bird at the Arctic Circle, At
noon I asked the cock at Camp 50 what that small bird was,
on top of a spruce, and he sald, "camp robber, or whiskey-jack”
It was about 23 large as a small meadow lark, but impressed
one as baing far more fearless and war-like, Soon after, a red
squirrel appeared in the snow, bug I did not get a geed look at
him before one of the young men from Los Angeles scared him
away, It iz disgusting, under such circumstances, in the midst
of a lonely wilderness, to hear some fellow shout, “Wish I had &
Wincheater, Wouldn't that make a good shet!” Gossip here ls
that at this camp five caribou were seen last month, alse many
wolf tracks, But caribou now are supposed to have migrated
south, I belisve up the Mackenzie River toward Lake Athabashka,
There are two kinds of caribou: the “brush,” which are heavier
{these are “brush caribou'); and the “barrens,” which do not
migrate, but stay in the barcen moss country. Relndeer are domes-
tieated caribou,

As T gee it, we are averaging about two holes a day for each
two men, Counting fourteen men as the digging erew, that makes
14 holes a day, at an average distance of 155 it, total 2170 it
Anchor holes every corner, About one out of every four holes
here has to be drilled by compressor and jackhammer, and dyna-
mited either for frost or rock, Heavy wet clay has oxtended for
about twe feet in all but one of my holeg, which makes heavy
digging for the tools we have: a heavy spoon ebout nine feet long,
and a spade about the same length, Also we have a long iron bar
for rocks, pelnted on one end, spaded on the other. A five-foot
shovel for the top layer and the snow. I had no partner from
noon on, until late this evening, when I went to help Carpenter
(who is not much of a toiler) with his water-hole. A pole had
to be set in a ssepage creek (where the water runs about two
fect below the surface). It was all gravel and rock, They “blew"
it, then left him to dig it out. He had it down about 324 fect, and
had a can on a stick, and a patl on a rope, with which to bail it
out, The usual way, with clay and sand, is to use the "“scissors”
action. You punch the spade down along the wall, bend it over;
your partner punches the spaon down behind it, Together you
‘gelssor” your way across for about four inches (in clay); then
you lift your spade up and chop around a block in front of vour

artner’s spoon, and pry It toward him as he Llts his spoon,

ometimes you hold your spade agnln gt the block of elay all the
way to the top, But in Carpenter'a hole you can’t use that method.
You dip the water out as low aa you can; jab the iron bar down
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and work it around to loosen the gravel; then go to worlk with
spade and gpocn any old way. Carpenter is 21 years old, kighly
excitable, a woman (gex) chaser, & chronic moocher, moody,
pugnacious at times. He has his good points, but is unconsclon-
ably selfish. I heard he has a discharge from the navy because of

emotional ingtability.” Told me today his only brother is in
the hospital in Texas, because of face and eye injuries by “potato
masher” in Guadalcanal, T suppose part of Carpenter’s character
llIEB in the f.:u:t hiz father disd when he wag gix, Ho has a quicl.
trl.gg-:lrlid mind, but it is superficlal; and he has pleked up many
of Hallywoed's worst attitudes, But he does not smolke or deink.
Among other characters are: “Pete” the Serblan; Henrey Lund,
the well-to-de old prospector, now powder-man, who has lived
in the Northland for twenty years, Henry dees net wear a Leard
to protect his face | a third of the others kave full beards. It seoms
as though a beard, especlally a full blende beard, adds a Httle
¢haracter (or dignity) to a man. Twe o throe of the men rathar

remind one of Christ’s pletures; Duncan, with a black beard
especially, !

The easiest hole I have had to dig (described at bottom cf
PE. 17) is in “muskeg.” In the spring and summer a man is
sald to sink nalf way to the knees in it. No wonder they want
thiz telephone line and road built new. The weather will ke
celd, the reads will be glick, the engines won't run: but it is
.]’."*““",. now than next summer, evidently, This morning our
Fud” loaded with men, hooked on to the "eat” and pulled it a
quarter-mile down the hill, trying te start it. At one pelat it slid
tha '-Fat' a hundred vards while the “cat” was in gear, They
Eave it up and got out the blow-tarch, and the SBame-thrower, I
thought they should have done that first, at 19° below: but Joe
Wi bt impresses one as knowing his business, Duncan rung the
cat,” which pulls the “"Bchramm” compressor, It Eoes crns:"i::g
through the "brush,” which consists altcgether of spt‘uqa—d-;:ad
young growth, and up to about twenty-five feet, He does not
run ever the big enes. We have dug heles to about mile 52 the
pole-setters a half-mile behind; the road bullders have a road—
Elf aorts—to mile 132, We are all supposed to meet the pang from
#Hhitehorse at Sheldon Lake, which is ahout mile 280,
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" List of men who armved at Carmp 40 on Movw. 5.

Former COocupation

Factary work

Bought and soid bankropt diy-goods

Marines., Internationz! consbroction.

" Comstroc=on warker.
Homewhat like the Dead End Kids.

. Bailor and L. & taxi-man.
Factory work and salesman.

Constroction worker.
Former soldier.

lee cream [zctory.
Chiczgo.,

Minnesota linernan.
(The present writer.)

Inwa [armer.
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Mame Approx Age

Carpenter
Fatzweold
Ferrix
Geore
Ot

Flood

E.' DUSENBERRY, a member of this party, went to work Moy, 4,

i But when the “Fud” died on the big hill about six miles out,
£ he caught a ride back to Camp 40, and quit, Perkaps he was
witer than we, Foreman Jee Wright told me tenight: “We came
dews the hill en fourth speed, except at the last, the steep part,
where we moved to fifth speed, Two or three times it slipped out
of gear, but the driver caught it with the emergency brale and
air brake, Some night we aren’t going to catch it, and we'll hit
the bottom at 90, The gears are rounded off, so that it is very
hard to hold it in & certain gear Letee I asked Pomerenke
{electeizian) If anything could be dene to have the “Fud” fixed.
“No," he said, “The compeny has the telephone gang on the
blacklist,”" {But that is not the word hs used.) "“They hire too
few mechanics, and ask them to do miracles” Later, another
man came in and asked Pomerenke if ke had heard what became
ol the man whe went over the bank a few days ago with another
"Fud" “Died, I heard,” was the reply, The man who had his
filth accident recently, was fired, *

George and I spent all day with the water hole on which
I helped Carpenter last evening, We worked almost without
. stopping. Pretty expensive hole. Six feet deep, There was not

a tensminute period all day in which one of us was net bailing
it out. I expect it to be caved in tomorrow, but we left it ready
tonight for the 40-ft. pole that goes thers, It will be several days
before a pole will be placed in it. I slipped on the ice once, like-
wise did George, both of us poking a leg down the hole, which
wia large enough to have allowed us to go down into tweo feet
of water. I stepped in four inches of slush caused by the water
. I had thrown out on the snow; and I surely notleed it on the
. long ride home. It was a perfect day, but on the ride home &
I'Inlr breeza prose, and we were all cold on arrival, Little things
like wet overshoes mean much here.

Baw a 6 by 6 GMC truck today. The first number means the
number of wheels [jr.vr duals) driven, snd the last the niunber
of wheels (or duals) the truck has. A "Fud” would be a dxd,
GMC also has a 4 by 6. Joo Wright still malintains the Stude-
baker 6x6 is the best, and that a Ford WaB is worthless,

o i
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November 0, 1043

OF THE MEN listed on page 20, all left Los Angeles the
evening of Bept. 27 except Raker, George, and Otto, who slgned
on in Minneapolie, and Ferris, who left L, A, a week ahead of
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us. I shall try to record when each leaves, I understand that
last year enly 3% fnished their nine-months contract, Tenight
Pomerenke, In cur barrack, is packing to leave for Canol. e
will see the War Menpower Commission about the “inside
electrical job" he says he contracted for, If [t i3 not given him,
he will quit, He even quit work on the job today, coming in
before quitting time, While packing, he showed us a natural
wood geowth he found, & perfect wood geulpture of & half-grown
bird sitting in a nest. It had not been touched by a knife. He
alsa showed us a picture ho took of a mosqulie sbout three
fest in all its dimensione. The jole was: he built the "mosquite”
out of leather and wooden branches, and photographed it. The
old hands here say the mosquitoes are large, but that black
gnata are the real torment in the summer,

It is difficult to write this jewenal. The only place I can write
iz tho little shelf near the foreman's bunk. Bvery night, without
exceptien, Barney, a large-nosed man frem New York City,
comes in and talks, loud and long. Between hia and other con-
verzations within three feet of me, 1t ls guite a task to writs a
journal. Each barrack 1s equipped with eight bunks, four uppers
and four lowers, When one considers that there is & stove, a
pile of wood, a washbench with palls of hot and cold water;
and that all the men's baggage, complete as it must be for all
gcasons, with books for reading, electricians' tools, ete; and
that the dimenszions of the room are 10x24x3, one can realize
how crowded it is, One bad feature is the heat in the upper
bunks. A bed sack is meant for low temperatures. One cannot
throw back the blankets or sleep between the sheets, Every
nlght my summer underwear, which I wear while sleeping, is
goaked im sweat before midnight; but later In the night, on
eald nights, I get cool enough indeed, The bunke are too short;
the only comfortable way to sleep is on the back. When I dress
in the morning, I pull two ]’:.:alra of socks from a rope @cross
the celling, a pale of shoes from benzath Wilson's bunk, two
paire of trousers hanging from a nall by one window, a wocl
shirt hanging from a nail at anether window, a sheepskin vest
hanging on a hanger near my bunlk, two coats hanging on the
door on the other side of the room, a cap from besida them,
and a pair of overshods from near the stove. Fortunately, our
barrack has only aix men, Each barrack rests on & huge bob-
gled, and weaves whenever anyone goes out the door, The
kitchen and messhall combined rests en two bobesleds. The
bathroom and laundey combined iz a tent with board sides.
When one desices a bath or wishes to use the electris washing
machine, he speaks a day shead to the "bull-cook.” who arranges
to hest goma water outside in the open. You build your own fire
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inslde the tent. (Now this Barney {e shouting. This is probabl

the worst barraek for visltocs, telking, ete, It is a kind of socia

eenter for the "old hands™) Our contract calls for beard, lodg-
ing, and lawndry, But one can see that most of the laundry will
hava to be done by oneseli.

This morning George and I made a neat hole 304 feet desp
through six inches of frozen turf, and threo feet of loose eand
{(which resembled decomposzed granite). There we found the
perpetuel frost, and being frozen sand (very hard to blast) it
had to have ﬁi_xlsti-:ks of dynamite, and oven then it was not
opened up ﬂ'.':'m-zlﬂﬂl:'n:.f but required much labor by the bar and
spoon to get it down to 542 feet and large enough et the bottom
to take the 30-ft. pole. The rule is: a 25-foot pole takes a S-foot
hole; then add 14 feot for exch additional fve feet of pole, excapt
that a 40-foot pole takes the samio az a 35 To show the varlation
in the zeil: five holes In succession, in the same almost-level
plece of ground, where low brush (unusual around here) showed
it to have been (or still iz, in apring and summer) a lake-bed.
Ours was hole number one. The next hole had no sand. Below
the layer of frozen turf was a five-inch layer of unfrozen black
soil. Then black soil and ice, frozen hard. Ten sticks of dynamite
were used on it. Below that leyer came plain mud, The next
three holes required no dynamite, but instead, a “can,” which
is an oil barrel with the ends knocked out. This “can"” s pushed
down by degrees, as the mud and water are removed from Inslde.
The third hole in this series of five had water up to the bettem
af the !.L:!'f- Many sprice trees are dying of & fungus which shows
black in the winter, red in the spring. The needles shrink to
a web-like skelaton grayish-green in color,

In cold weather methods are different from those in warmer
climes. When the men are ready to drill for dynatnite, "Pete”
the Serbian allows the "hammer” to run a while lylng en the
sled, evidently to warm it up. Then he lays one end of the
auger (drill) over the exhaust, to warm it before the “Bit" is
placed on it, It requires two men to operate the hammer, Tt
has a long handle so the two men can stand on opposite sides of
the hole, and pull it up and down through the hole belng drilled,
fwa, and sometimes three, augers are used, varying in length
50 that the handle is the proper height from the ground for the
heavy lifting, During the drilling, water must be poured into
the hole to permit the dirt to be raised to the surface. Each
auger, after use, s disengaged from the “hammer” and fasztened
to a hese connected with the alt tank, A blast of ale blows the
mud from the air hole at the "bit" end, At the end of the last
drilling, a metal tube with a horizental extenslon at the upper
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end {s placed in the hole, and the hoee attached to the extension.
Alr is blown into the hele, throwing mud twenty [eet into the
air, I picked up a wrapper from the dynamite and noticed It
s called "Polar forelte™ a epecial blend for the Far North.
Henry Lund, the “old Northerner,” is the powder-man, He was
kern in Sweden, and in his words mined in "thirty shafts" in
Canada, gold mines, often "many thousands feet straight down.”
However, he would not waock lower than the one-theusand foot
level. In the summers he was employed by big Hrims to prospect
in parties of two or three, at about $150.00 a month and a com-
mission on anything he found. He {s very fond of the North;
gava o has a fine garden every summer on a spot on Cratpost
Ialand.

Some oddities: George has a habit of opening his mouth and
rubbing his upper lip with his tongue for minutes at a tme.
When he Rest began es my partner, his remarks bordered on
the discourteous, certalnly the domincering. He seems faiely
well eduzated, but I suspect a German straln In him, which,
becavze of his lack of imaglnation, makes him inclined to be
“hessy.” 1 did not retaliate, but I did various little things which
in the course of two days have cauzed him to change somewhat,
although his discourtesy les to show now and then., At Hret
he would not co-operate at all; evert’thing had to be done his
way or not at all, I let him have his hard way all day, then
when he was tired at the end of the day I went back to the method
I had demonstrated earlier, thus making his way look silly.

“Whitsy," who sleeps under my bunk, is ordinary around the
bareack and at mess. Today we came back to Camp 40 to eat,
whereas we have been eating at Camp 50 at noon, It was the
first time I had ever seen the men In the truck by daylight, as
the gun a month and twelve days from today will shine only
fifty minutes, Today, going back to work, “Whitey" sat beslde
me, one leg thrown over his knee. And every twenty seconds
the entire distance he spat saliva from the side of his mouth
whers a couple of upper teeth are missing. All the time he was
{ntently listening to his neighbor on the other side. The drops
of zallva were coming uncomfiortably close to my trousers; and
when I noticed three or four drops on my trouszers I slapped
the leg a couple of times with my mitten, expecting him to take

the hint. He stepped for & minute and began again. I did net

wish to say anything, so I slapped my leg again and moved a
foct or go away on the bench. Only hali the men had come to
Camp 40 to eat, so there was some room. This reveals the power
of hablt, He does not eplt In the barrack, he surely can't in the
crowded truck, jammed to everflowing beth merning and night,
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¥at the habit was o strong that when Pomerenke was forced
by some cirewmstance to elt on a box In the middle of the floor,
his legs being directly in line with the sputum, *“Whitey" still
congidered spitting necessary. But only once. Pomerenke, with-
gut making any sharp remerks, in fact with & grin, promptly
yubbed "Whitey's" overshoe with kis own “spli-on” overshos,
and spit out a mouthful of spit within an inch of “Whitey's"
foot. That convertad “Whitey,” He uncroseed his legs, and
bepan apittinF betwean them. Some men call soma of these
quear habite "bushy,” caused by heving been hidden away here
too long. “Whitey" was talking to himself at table the first
morning I was bere; and at night before geing o sleep he said
quite loudly, “Oh, God,” and “[esus Cheist!”, not as though he
were swearing, but as though ke meant it, He is a World War
veteran, but in ordinarcy life would be considered ontirely normal.
Even as George would, It ie only sz ong becomes intimately
associated with men, at work and in living guarters, that one
gees them as they are, I really believe George {8 a kind man
who wollld ba 8 good man to have around in a pinch; but he
ls & great aggravation to work with. :

LI

Mavembar 10, 1943

CAMP 50, where we have been eating dinner, is located at the
east end of the bridge across the Keela River, (Note: Now that
I am back in civilization I fully realize there may be many
errors in this journal. O1d timers told us oUT maps were not cof-
rect, All we could do was to call the rivers by the names the older
employees used.) The bridge is about 100 yards leng. The river
bod iz gtrewn with boulders. At this geason thare are thres or
four channels ghout five feet deep, quite swift, A few daye aiu
four of us pleked our way directly across the river to save wal
ing. It was ticklish business, as the ice was covered with snow.
In spots the water wes open. Henry says in summer trout are
to be found there. I did not get to see the Carcajou River, just
this glde of Cancl, as the truck door was shut at that time.

I had Heltman as a partner teday, and the day scemad short,
Bensible conversation iz the reason. Our first hole had about
Bi% inches of frozen sand at the bottom, We punched a hole
with the bar throuph the center to the mud beneath, and enlarged
it 5o that & stick of dynamite could be inserted. But when Henry
arrived, he cut the stlck Inte four parts. Joe Wright crawled
down Into the hele and with considerabla difficulty poured or
pushed the leose dynamite out of the paper into the hole. He
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used a short stick to push the first two quarter-sticks dewn,
after which he Insected the cartridge, tyving the wires around a
small bush on the ground. After Inserting the next two quarter-
gticks, he used Heney's long pole to push it down, but I noticed
he did not apply nearly as much pressure on the dynamite with
the “cap"” in It as Henry is in the habit of applying. Heitman
gays he doesn’t like to be too close to Henry when he applies
the pole to five or six sticks of dynamite with the "cap” inaserted;
and I myself have noticed that Henry does not seem 1o make
ny distinction between dynamite with a "cap” and without it.
I heard zome men mention the other evening that it was the
first job they were ever on, where the men on a truck not only
ride with dynamite, but alse with a supply of carteldges, even
though the cartridges are in He:‘:r}r'a}{:—ncken gnd the dynamite
heneath the seat we sit on, I asked Henry about ft. He rather
hesitated, then said he carried the "caps” in his pocket, but that
no dynamite was carvied in the truck, But it stande to reason
thei would not send a truck all the way out, just to carry a
packful of dynamite, and I hawve an idea Jo2 carcizs it In the
cab, Tonlght we came home on the Studebaker Gx6, A plece of
canvas had been thrown scross the back to keep out the cold
air, and it was dark inside. The deiver had just ercived from
Cangl and nebody knew anvihing about hiz ability, He had
been at Canel oniy a few days. He stopped at Camp 50 to fx a
fiat front tire, using & Karcfuel Flamethrower to heat the wheel.
HMearby, the camp "bull-cook" was using a brush-burner to heat
some barrels of water 1o keep them from {reezing zolid, By the
time the tire was fixed, my feet had become quite cold, and
the long, slow ride home was rather distressing. I noticed that
the mon were quieter than usual, and I suspect the reason was
that, not being able to see from the back as usual, they were
subconscionsly concerned with the truck and its new driver—
how fast we were poing, especially on the long hill with ite
steep bordering sluﬁn or precipice. My feot were so cold I was
inwardly cursing the company for not issuing me the propor-
gized footwear. To add to the distress, we arrived home more
then an hour Iate, supper was over, and we were expected in the
mess hall immediately, with no ﬂrpnrtunit}r of removing our
eold footwear, I wear two pairs of light woolen socks, a pair
of leather shoes with a pair of steel arch-supports inserted, and
the issued overshoes. At Edmonton the company issued me a
pair of felt shoes too small to hold the socks one is supposed to
weat in extreme winter, vet with soles too wide to enter their
issued overshoes. The commissary man gald I could and should
exchange both felt ghoes and overshoes at Canol. But at Canol
the commissary man said he did not izsue any felt shoes what-
soever, and would not trade me new overshoes for my used
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ohes; but that I could buy both at the company store neatby.
As I had to use my meney for more necessary items, 1 have to
wear my leather shoes, which are much too cold for this climate.
At Edmonton I was also told good mittens would be izsued to
me at Canol, and that I shu::-u%d buy some fillers for them in
Edmonton. I bought two pairs of fllers; but at Cenol the
commissary man said he hed not izsued any mittens since last
winter, I went to the company store and bought the last pair
of mittena and {fillers large enough for me, the so-called “huntec's
mitten,” with the trigger finger detached, They will be useless
In extreme cold, Men are inclined te jest and grumble about
their employers, and I am not yet compleining. Perhaps there
iz a reason for these broken promises, which wore not nearly
to serious in my case as in scores of others. But the common
expressios {s: “B-P-C,—PBull-, Promises-, and Confusion.”
B.P-C ordinarily stands for “Bechtel-Frice-Callahan," the cons
tractors at Canol, Bpeaking of "Confusion: in the 18 hours I
spent at Canol there must have been 30 men who came through a
blizzard the five miles from Canol to the commissary, expecting
to buy $25.00 worth of clothes on credit. At the commissary they
wera told to go back five miles to Camp Canol and got a eredit
slip. Most of this traveling had to be done by hitch-hiking, be-
cause of limited tlme after standing in long lines. Why was not
thiz ¢redit business handled right in the company store? There
seemad to be two persons there, one a woman, who had practi-
¢ally nothing to do. If thie had boon the arrangement, I would
naw have proper clothing, There were several other instancos
of confusion and lack of eo-ordination.

= W .+|

Wow, 11, 1543

A QUARTER-CENTURY has passed since the armistice ended
the frst World War, I have had as partner todey 2 man whe
gerved in the World War In beth the Canadian and U. 8. armiee.
Afterwards he served three years in the arny in Alaska, George
transferred to the pole-setting ctow undar John Simpson, They
have gained greatly on us, but are three-quarters of a mile behind,
We are having to blast nearly every hole, Most of them are
in frozen quicksend, and the blast, to penctrate anywhere deoply
cnough, hes to rip out a regular cavern at tho top, The hale
my partner and I were on this afternoon was plx feet in diameter
and three feet deep. We still have to go two-and-a-hall feet,
and probably will have some hard and slow chipping with the
bar near the bottom, All this dirt to be moved, merely to insert
a small telephone pole into the ground. To add to the difficulties,
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we have to eat at our home camp at noon from now on, Today,
out of 1044 hours we actually put In, about five were apent in
travelling. (John Simpson's crew of ten did not have to come

home for dinner.) Five hours spent riding in a canvas-covered

truck, with the end open, in this climate, is not te be laughed
at. 1 fared a little better today, having rempved my steel archs
supports this merning, and added a heavy pair of weol socks—
three pairs in all. But they were 5o tight inside the leather shoe
that when I returned this evening my foet were almost numb
with ccld, Bob Lewis had three heavy pairs of socks, a loose
pair of moceasing, and his overshoes, hut for days ha has been
eomplaining londly about his feet. The truck from the Cangl

commissary is here tonight; and Bob was served supper after |

every one else was through because he had staved in the coms
migsary truck waiting for the salearman so that he could be first
served. He managed to trade in a new sweater on a pair of Gors
man folt boots. The truck did net have felt shoes or overshoes,
so I'll have to wait until pay-day and order some from an Hd-
maonton store, Since the truck carries only the same articles the
Cancl commissary has in stock, it had no mittens except the
"hunter" atyle,

Soon after we returned to camp tonight, Art Johnson, who
usually helps with the "cat” and the compressor, opened the
door of our barrack and admitted a large dog. The dog made
Himsell perfectly at home, stretching himself out by the fire,
Joe explained that the dog, which must have somae “husky” blood
in himm, Is always coming and golng among all the camps from
Canol to Camp 132. He was in this camp three nights ago, and
evidently is on his way from the west ta Camp Canol, as the
commissary truck is travelling that direction. Someone shot him
completely through the side about a year age, evidently mis-
tahing him for a woll. He is blind in one eye, and by his wise
ways and in appearance seems about eight years old, When the
cook beats on the lron bar to signal supper, ‘the dog calmly rises
from the floor, goes down the three steps outside the barracl,
and jolns in the race toward the mess-kall. Less than half the
men can eat at one time, so there is always a race to gob to the
first table. The table i3 never so clean, or the food sp hot, for
thoze geated later,

This man Barney {s in the barcack tonight, ss every avening,
He always seats himsell near our writing desk, where our only
suitable reading~ or writing-light iz located; and Wilsen, one
of the men on that end, has seated hlmself on a box before the
writing table, although his bunk is right beside him. (The bot-
tom bunks are too low to slt on with comfort; most men Ile
down while visiting.) 8o I am writlng this on my knen, by a
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light too wealt and high, and too close to the stove, I now
have a lower bunk, and that is a great improvement in a
barrack which appears to be kept hotter than any other in
camp, The wood is light and burns fast, and the stoves (which
ace made of oil barrels) cannot be shut off sufficlently at the
bottem. I heve hed a centlnuous cold since my arrival, but I
belleve it will leave now that I have a lower bunk,

A place like this ia full of rumers, So this journal cannot be
absolutely relied on for facts. The following conversation teols
place on the truck tenight: Dick (my veteran-of-the-World-War
partner) : “as anyens any idea how the war Is coming on? Are
they still fighting? Ferrls: “You can't prove It by me, [t's ebout
time someone started a rumor that they've quit sheoting, There
are rumore about everything else” To add to the rumors, here
i3 the gist of some remarks made by Joe Wright, the foreman:
“The telephone lne is nccessary besause the Merthern Lights
cause so much disturbance in this reglon that radio cannot be
relied on. They give you the impression that the planes flying
from Ft. 8t John have good radie guidance, Actually, thay
have practically none. Each morning scouting planes rise and
tircle the countryside near Ft. 5t. John and Canal, petting data
ont the probable weather. But when the big planes set out, the
FE]HB can't tell what they're going to run inte beypond the scout-
ng plane’s rading. Four hundred miles neeth &f here, zround
Aklavik, radio reception is so good most Eskimes have receiving
gets."

By the end of the three weeks that we waited at Ft. St. John,
I was rather relieved by the impression which I had somehow
gained, that the pilots to Cancl were very experionced in this
territory, and that radio was used here the same os clsewhere,
When the news got around at 6:30 P.M. that seven army planes
were coming durlng the night, one after the other, to take us
to Canol, I did not feel so re-assured, becanse I thought among
the seven there might be one who was a stranger to these lakes
and woods ; and even the exparienced pilots would find it difficult
to plck out a safe spot to land at night in cage of a forced land.
ing., I fully expected to be placed in the third plane, which
probably would leave before 10 P.M., but after losing practically
the entire night's sleep (from moving to other barracks, fare-
weil parties, ete.), we went to the airfield at 6:00 A, and got
into the air at 7:25 A M, There were 18 passengers, and a great
deal of baggage. The metal seats were very cold, and rine
especially so as I was the farthest toward the tail, As I already
had a head cold, this added chill brought on & severe headache
which remained with me all day, We landed at Canel at 11 :30,
after flying non-stop more than 800 miles. Tt was 9:00 P. M.
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before I was plven g bunlk, such was the cenfuslon caused by
sending in ten plane loads of men in one day, and sending out
a similar number. The army, [ assume, was making the best
of & short break in the weather, By 4 P.M, the day we arrived

at Canel, a brisk wind had arisen, and snos : £
the next morning, v and snow fell all night and

Nov, 12, 1943

AB NEAR as I could tell, the moon went dewn in the north this
merning, f" was gtill shining bright when we reached the job.
It was 19° below, with & foot of snow. I had taken off one pair
of socks go that my shoes were not 20 tight, and when we got
aoff the truck neither my feet nor my hands were egpecially cold,
But the first thing I had to do was to grab the iron bar and
atart “thP'-Hzrthe frezen sand at the bottom of the hole {which
was 50 derk I could not see clearly). I scon pot plenty warm
around the chest, with my sheepskin vest, coat, and packa; but
my hands and feot kept getting colder, The "hunter's" mittens,
for which I had pald $1.60 at Canol, were extremely celd against
the iron, and reminded me that I had seen the same mittens and
fillers listed in Eaton's catalog of Edmonten at 85c postpald,
Perhaps the leather is better in mine, but not that much better,
Yet the Canol atore is supposed to be selling at 10¢; above cost,
Lhere is something off-color there, I heard last night there are
several men on out beyond Camp 50 who don’t even have ever-
ghoes, an itetny which i3 suppesed to be issued, Soon my hands
gaot so cold this morning I told my partner I'd have to put them
in the snow. He Is one of the outspoken, “tough," war-veteran
type, who actually are quite helpful in & pinch, He reached into
his trouser pockets and drew out an old pair of mittens and
heavier fillers, which, not having a finger free, were immensely
warmer, He himself has an expensive fur cap, and s pair ef
fur mittens costing seven dollars. I wore his mittens In on the
long ride to dinner, and then returned to mine. When one gets
off the truck in the morning, the feet need some other exerelse
than that secured by lifting & bar up and down. Two or three
of the young fallows had such cold feet they built a fire {despite
Canol orders against it) and laid thelr lron bar across it as
though heating it was their reasen for having the fire. It is a
fact that if one can warm his feet for two or three minutes it
iz & blg kelp toward enabling them to gat warm while warkiﬁg'
but it Is [rowned upon, not only because of the lost time bu.;
because a fire is not consldered best for the face and hcu:h'.r.
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Tha “Fud" has been wsed the last two days to pull the
Schramm comprassor, while the "eat" was pulling tolephone
posts up to the holes. We don't ses much while riding on the
“Fud" back and forth to camp, but we do see enocugh to realize
n little of what goes on along this road. A treiler pulled aside
to the ditch aleng the wall, of either of the tweo long, steep hills,
means a trucker found tha slippery climb too diffcult for his
lsad. This morning we found a truck and trailer both pulled to
ene side, but did not stop; evidently our men in the cab could
gee that the other men bad given it up and hitch-hiked away,
Last night, when we were all aching to get home, and we were
coming down the longer hill, at about three miles from camp,
aur truck stopped, Then, a fow moments later, it began backing
up. That didn’t fit in with our wishes, A little later & somi-trailer
ioaded with pipes roared past ue; we had evidently helped him
out of the snow-filled ditch, This morning we passed, on the
sama hill, & *“caterpillar” loaded with lumber, pulling at the
end of a 50-foot cable another “catorpillar™ loaded similarly. At o
bend in the road abead, we passed another "eat™ just unbitehin
from its cabla to a similar "cat” loaded with lumber. I couldn't
understand the arrangement, because there peemed to he only
twoe men with the entire “train." Tonight, coming home, we
passed om more level road two “eats" hitched cless topsther,
and a hundred yards farther on twe more "cats,” all leaded,
Mo man was in sight, but if we could have bhad more time to
geg, we'd have noticed a man inside a cloth “ceb™ in each of the
two front “cats, It must be hard on thoir kidneys to ride day
alter day on such a clattering vehicle, on hard unyielding roads.

Joe said this noon he had poured out on the ground this morn-
ing 120 gallons of mixed gasoline and Diesel fuel, He said that
at Canol someone made a mistake and poured gasoline into
many scores of barrels of Diess] fuel, and they were having
troubla with thelr equipment all the way up to Camp 132. He
atid he still had several barrels of the mixture, but that he
thought the superiors planned to get it to Canol to be refined.
In qur barrack there is an open teapot full of Dicsel fuel standing
within two feet of the stove at all times. The floor around it
and over toward the door is soaked with it When I first came
nere I noticed the men picking up the teapot and pouring the
fluld Ireely into the top of the wood stove, and I casually asked
if that wae safe. They said it was “=s safe 83 it is to pour in
kerosene until one makes the mistake of pouring in gasoline,”
This wasn't a very satisfactory answer, for I have known of
nimerous instances of death from pouring kerasens into & fire.
11:," B Elgcn::-d thing the fuel used hers did net come from the mixed

arrels,

3l

P;‘i.:‘"i:.;;“‘i’*_: T r."l - :" '.':'.' g "k

Ty

"

Brt Ly ©

it gy e

ke
.

i

-1 T,
I, Pl peal e, Aol

o g ey
- T

| A T e
-l_+d'd:'_-||,"1.l T e
=l Rt s




When we ¢ame home this noon, Sam was gene. Just like that, ' |

He had evidently placed his baggage on the commissary truck,

and pene without saying a word to anyone, He was better |

educated than the average, well-balanced, sober, willlng to work,
He told me he was born in England, raised in New York, and
had spent the last several years in Los Angeles, Joe sald he
would have to come back here, anyway, to get Joe's signature '
to his discharge slip. Bam gave every indication of knowing hie
way around; and It seems strange he did not know he had te
have his foreman's signature. It may be ke made special BTCANE.
ments with the General Foreman, Paul Scott, before leaving,
and that Joo had not learned of It

Henry Lund is bald all over his head, except a little on the
left front side. A distended vein appears above his right ear
and curls in numerous convolutions to the tep of his head, and
perhaps farther (for that is as far as I could observe it). “Pate,”
the Serbian, ia quite sociable, and wants to tall, but it s quite
a tagk to listen to him, especially above the drone of the truck
motor when one is wearlng ear-flaps and the head-piece of the
patka. He cama to the U.8, in 1912, sent kia twa vounger brothers
back to Serbia to leok after the familly's land, The Austrian
government put them In the army, and soon they were dead.
This palned Pets very greatly. He lived in Chicago seventeen
years; lately he has been living in 8t Louis, He has, up untll
now, done the hardest kind aof labor, such as Foundry worle, ete,
From his remarks 1 gather that, while he wasnts the Germans
out of Serbia, ho suspects any group which stands or pretends
to stand for the old government of Jugoslavia, I let him talk,
and did not ask him any leading questions, But underneath his
almost double-tallk—due te his desire not to come out tog
n}:un[g-—l 11ndgratund he thought Serbia, Bulparia, and Russls,
all being Blavie, should co-operate, and -.m-aIEd. provided there

was not teo much outside meddling, such as that by France

fﬂ]]nwingl_the last war, which ke described in detall and with
fiuch E:Eun{:. He had nothing against Croatians; his enmity
wes for “kings"—and I knew he meant kings like Alexander—
and "capitay-lists.,” He got quite bitter in his detalled oxplans-
ationa of the ways the "poor people"—one of hls commonest
exprossions—wera fobbed every way they turned, in Europe.
The king wants taxes, The poor poople” have two goats and
a horse, and the baby needs milk, The king’s men send ten
pn]JIEemen out to pet one goat. And what the poor people can
do?” He shrugs his shoulders, “France wants pigs, cows, cheese,
coal. France puts in a king who says he will pet them. So¢ what
the poor people can do? And Michaelovitch do same ting”
And I, not knowing how this latter's name is spelled, and under-
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gtanding only a little of what he ie suppozed to be, nod my head,
and agroe, partly becauze I underatand only half of Pete's words
and partly because I suppose he ought to know, since, as he
gays, he has “many cousing back over there."

L
Nov. 13, 1943

WHEN WE were golng up the lang hill to work after dinner,
we found & Studebaker 626 with semi-trailer loaded with pips
gtalled about a third of the way up the hill. When we stopped,
the driver pointed over the edge. There, about three hundred
foot down, at the bottom of the 75°% slope, were the remains of
z new Mack AW hesl Drive, with its load of pipo. The trachks
in the icy road showed that it had been headed up hill, that
it had stalled, then rolled backward, We were out of the.truck
only a moment, then ordered back in to provide weight for
the "Fud” while it helped the Studebaker up the hill. Pipe trucks
travel in pairs or larger groups, and this Studebaler driver
teld Joa (our foreman) that az he zaw the Mack rolling back
toward him he thought sure the drlver was going over the
bank with it. But the driver had managed to jump. The road
waa in very poor conditien, icy, end in two or three places
actually sloped out toward the edge. Whenever a truchk is stalled
on this hill {which iz che of two Bad enes which we traverse
four times daily), the driver must wait for some truck returning
toward Canol to send word to Camp 36 for help, usually a *bull-
dozer.,” At night this must mean & long, cold wait, Tonight,
when returning from wark, we met another Studebaker stalled
at the same spot where the Mack had been lost and the Gx6
stalled. Our “Hud" fastened on it and backed up the hill with
it, ¥We men remained in the back for weight, slthcugh we would
have preferred to be on the ground. We wondeced, there b the
semil-darkness, what thers was to keep this semi-traller with
its load of pipe from losing its traction on the ice and swinging
our "Fud." with its rounded gears, over the bank with it. Again,
back down the hill we went, and at the pame spot fastened to
gtill another Studebalker and backed up the hill with it. Once
we were pretty close to the edge, and half our men gathered at
the rear end ceady to jump. There was fo real danger, as our
driver was merely trylng to keep the Studebaker from sliding
into the ditch at the wall—a ditch which evidently serves no
purpose in winter except to force trucks near the preciplce, We
il have learned to have confidence in this man's driving, but
he will leave for the States in six deys, and alter that—what?
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" It was a perfect day. The alr was so still & powder ring went
gailing up into the sky from many of the dynamite blasts, nnd
while coming down Lﬂn hill the trick threw out perfect blue
smoke rings from its exhaust sbout ewery thirty ieet. The
echoes from each dynamite blast resounded from the snows
blanketed mountalns for many miles, sounding like distant
avalanches, T Grally lecated a pale of woolen glowves, which
would fit inside my “hunter's" mittens, thus giving me two
liners, Inm spite of that, soon after I seized the iron bar this
morning my hands began to get too cold; so despite Canol orders
I took the bar over to a small fire which two young men had
built at the next hole, (Joe has been “blind" to smail fires built
to heat bars,) But the fre was too small to heat the bar over
any amount of spece to mention, and slnce my partner was
waiting for me I had to take the bar back, heated at a spot
where my hand did not touch it It was a peculiar hole, and
had to ke dug entively from the top, instead ufphav:ing a ledge at
the frost=line az usual,

My partner is a very forthelght comblnation of scund philos-
opher, enterprising truclker, ex-farmer, homesteader undetr two
natlonal governments, anti-capitalist, pro-Russian, anti-Semitie,
pro-Huey Long, pra-John Dillinger, While a soldier he lived with
an Indlan glrl of seventeen for 18 months, who consequently had
twa abortions and swhen he left zald ghe was pregnant a thisd
time, Soon afterward he married an American girl, and cne of
his children is scon to be sent to the Mational Congress of the
4-I clubs, because of her prizes for four years, His son recently
died from a hunting aceldent wherein the braln tizsue was ex=
posed for zeveral wecks inm the seme menner as that of an
Amorican soldier in France who stumbled inte my partnec's
shell hole and lay groaning all night. His motto: “Whenever
they tell me I must not do a certain thing, that's the thing I'm
gelng to do." That ranged from “running” Canadlan whiskey
to Olklehoma, smuggling hls own Canadian wheat across into
the States, disobeying army rules against deunkenness and mizing
with the Alaskan native girls, faillng to observe local or state
laws against selllng from trucks, Perhaps he has been unrensons
ably "antl-"} nevertholeas, many people, myself included, probe
gbly could have used some of his attitude to advantage during
the depression in the Mid-west, "After you have heen to Europe,
Canada, and every state in the Union, you come to rquE:-.e
that no ene i3 going to help you but yourself, And I long ago
made up my mind that others may suffer, but not me. It"s here
an this earth, and I'm gelng te have it In spite of all the rules
and: regulations.” Of course, this was all expressed in hard
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language, but he was pretty familiar with governmental affairs
since the 192% erash,

The big deg went “haywire” at the air-drill today. Evidently
the noize hurt his ears; he bit so savagely at the drill that he
Mew into & kind of frenzy and started to snap at the men who
held it. They had to take him to the teuck and put him inside
the cab. On the way there he passed a bar stuck into the snow
beside the road, and he began to snap at it, and snarl,

L A

Moy, 14, 1943

BOB QUIT this morning. I expected him to stay much longer.
He was a good tﬂn?ttsatlnnaﬁst along those lines which he
could discuss, such as lfe in Nicaragua, and in the Marine bases
where he had been stationed, His English was very good, and
ie had a cheerful, friendly disposition, However, one can never
tell. There are rumors that he would borrow and fazil to pay.
And he seeimed to be putting on pressure for & better job, too
gaon after arrival, .

It was much warmer this merning, When we reached the job,
a full moon hung directly in the west, and all the principal stars,
including the Big Dipper and the Nerth Star, shone hrightly,
I have no wateh, but about ten o'clock the sun arose, while the
moon was still rather high, In this reglon one must accustom
himself to the fact that both the sun and moeon travel a much
more herizontal line than in the States, For example, at cight
g'elock the moon appeared about two hours ahove the western
herizon, But at 10:30, the last I noticed it, it had sunk only
about S0% and was pretty well along toward due northwest,
The dawn preceding sunrise was long and beautiful, the color
being almost wholly in the west and northwest. Mot enly were
the clouds eolored plnk, orange, shades of blus and green; the
mauntain about 15 miles southwest of us was tinged soft pink.
It formed a parfect background for the miles of spruce betwoen
It and our road, for the rustic bridge made of spruce logs which
we faced directly, and for the patch of light-green ice on the
near side of the bridge. All together, [t was the Ideal Christmas
card pleture. '

It was so mild today that we all got a little sweaty this mors-
!I'IET- swinging the heavy bars. That is net sa good, especially
f. as happened, we are still a lietle damp when we get on the
truck for the long ride home, Joe said this noon that the camp
would have to be maved very soon to keep the men from quit-
ting, He has been walting for the trucks for a month, and tonight
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it seems certaln that we move to Camp 62 tomorrow. Our two
eooks lefl tonight; that makes four ’.r.aﬁh a weel, 8o tomarrow
wa are told o try to pet along for dinner on the road with
warmed over fried potatees. Of course, we shall not reach Camp
62 tomorrow, The long hill is before us, a mile and a half long,
with an average grade of 17° A tar-paper ghack was placed at

lts base today, where a driver and his “cat” stay at sll hours '

to help heavy trucks up the hill. YA fool loeks his barn after the
horse iz stolen.” It ls rumored that a Maek truek of the new
type which went over, iz worth about $13,000, Not only wers
the drivers of the Btudebakers which followed laeer, rather
unnerved, the one immediately following belng 8o unnarved that

his hands were visibly shaking; Johnny also, who has had tws ¥

similar experiences with trucks, dees not like that particular
apot and openly saya he is pleased when our “Fud" gets off that
100-yard stretch of slippery road.

Two airplanea passed overhead along the road teday, ebout
five minutes apart, They seem to follow the road despite its
roundabout course. For the past two miles we have followed
the road due south; at the spot we have now reached it turns
due west. Both planes turned sharply when they locked down
%gﬂn this chanze of direction. They must have been headed for

hitohorse, The one plane close enough for us to chserve was
a single motored plane. It i about 560 miles from Canel to
Whitehorse, The other plane carried skis, These were the only
planeg I have seen since I left Canol.

L -1:
Nov. 18, 1543

TWO WARM days, This motning a fair breeze from the west
gc warmed the snow that by the time we reached the job one

could make snowballs, The wind mede quite a sound through ! ;

the sprice. At the peint where we are now working there are
tamarack trees every thirty feet or so. The full grown ones are
about twenty feet high. The warm weather has brought out
the sengs of the “whishey-jacks.,”" They have about four different
gonps, ohe a geries of about six short [lute-like notes, the last
one descending in tone. The “whiskey-jack™ is grayish-blue,
about six or seven Inches long. Also saw a aquirrel today,

The past two days we roda to work in the Studebaker 6x6,
driven by a new driver, The new box recently placed on it for
our winter use was not especially wseful this warm weather.
The cigarette smoke stays in 1t a long time, as 1t is buile tight;
and we have ridden too slowly lately to drive the smoke out.

k1

Wae are dressed just as warmly now as a few days ago whan it
was 19° below, It I3 not wise to cut down on the ¢lothing, But
all those clothes are a little stuffy in the box, Into which we
are packed like sardines, Ag illustrations of why it does not pay
to roduce clothing: tonight we rede home, all sprawled out on
an ofen truck. And last night, when wa reached eamp, we found
it had moved during the Ea}r to the high pass at the top of the
long hill. A stiff wind waa blowing, we had to stand around for
an hour walting for the rest of our barracks {"cabooses,” we call
them) te arrive. We ate supper at 7:30 P.M, in an unheated
mess hall, with ona door always open, and the other opened
at intervals. There were no lights uatll 0 P.M, A mantel Hght
was ustd for supper. The coolts had to prepare supper with no
light whatever, except that from the fire,

Yeaterdey, on the way to worl, the Studebaker began to stall
early en the way up the hill. As the men watched the icy road
from the back door, they kept getting more and more nervous.
Only about three feet from the preclpice, and yet we could net
maka ten feet In a minute, I, like the others, began to wonder
what would happen if the new driver shifted goars, as had the
driver of the Mack, or if it actually stalled. Henry was seated
away in the front. Buddenly he forced himself across the seat
which had been placed between the two slde benches, and jumped
out, In p Jash, almost everyone was out. To cover the actunl ree-
son—fear—one began to push on the truck, and the others fol-
lowed. The driver pulled into the softer snow near the wall; but
because of the wetness of the snow the truck could get no grip
and finally stalled. He turned out to the icy portion agaln, and
with our help finally managed to get up the 100-yd. stretch where
the Mack went over. It was quite a climb and push for us all,
heavily clothed as we were for such temperature; and everyone
was panting when we climbed in, Coming home in the evening
the Studebaker stalled on the high kill this side of the Kesle
River, where the precipice ls even higher than on the one I have
called the big hill. Again Henry was the first off, taking no
thances, No one jollies anyone about {t, because It 18 no joke; but
someong mentioned that Henry has been failing to come home
for dinner, and getting off the truck before the geolng got really
difficult, for one reason. He was in a plane crash a few years ago
five miles from Fort McMurray, and%m had to be removed from
the wreckage by wrecking-bars, The two men sitting beside him
were killed,

Five Linn trucka are pulling our cabooses, two behind cach

truck. Over the steep portion of the blg hill, a "cat" hooked on
ta each Linn. A Linn is Diesel-motored, and is hard to start in
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cold weather, 3o all night long we sleep with the drons of the
motor in front and behind us, Last night they had them speaded
up so that they shook the caboess, but tonight they are slower,

This morning I was working alone {n a hole which I had down -

te the S-cot level, measuring from the eriginal surface, but
ebout ¥ feet down from the ridge of rocks and frozen chunbs aur-
rounding it I had had no parteer for two days, and could not
move the huge chunks by myself; so I had dug the hele along
the powder charge, taking'a chance on being able to get it
finlshed without having & certain huge chunk slide in on me,
although I had undermined it o foct, The compressor was & long
way aheed, and down out of alght of everything [ thought every-
one was far ahead too, In the midst of my thoughts I sheuglit
I heard Henry cry, in his usual undramatic fashion, “FHire|”
Gradually it dawned on me I cught ta climb up to investigate,
ag & hole is a pocr place to be when dynemite Is exploded. But
I was rlmost theough with the hole, and to crawl cut would
probably dislodge seme more rocks and dirt. Besides, I was
sweating and the breeze from the west would have chilled me
quickly, Without looking up, I heard the blast, louder than usual,
I turned around toward it, and saw some rochks fly up over my
parapet the usual height. I turned back to my work. Suddenly
there was a thump just beyond my hole, A rock about the size
of an egg had fallen hard enough that if it had happened to hit
me in the head could have kiilled me. It must have risen in the
alr a long way, as the shot was a hundred yards away, Twice
EE“EHFH?J when shots were clése, I stayed beside my hole; and
oth times the rocka and debria peppered around me. The frst
time I gtood In the midst of the Frozen chunks beside the hole,
thinking that if anything looked even close I would just step
aside, The trouble is, you see ‘four or five chunks up in the air
and headed your way, You keep watching them, As they come
closer, you both watch them and start moving. Finally, you just
move, That was what happened, T fgured there were two chunks
which were likely to be close. I started moving directly across
the hele (which was about two feot deep, and besides had ram.
parts of chunks and recks areund It), at the same time watching
the falling rocks. As I stumbled areund on the rough ground, I
stopped locking'at the coming rocks, and tried to regain my
motion. That was when I might have been hit, and in the back of
the head or meck at that. One should get several feet away
fraom a hols.

Jne Wright haa been il all last night and today, with diarchoea.
He was so weak he could not come out to the job this afternoon,
dome of the others were quite weals, but went out anyway, ¥es-

k]

torday we ate dinner at Camp 50, as we have on several other

days, Joo, being foroman, had made the arrangements earlier In
the morning, evidently wanting to avold that long ride back
dawn the big hill. The Linn trucks with our cebooses he did not
axpect up the hill until evening, He said this mnrnlt:g that the
cook at Camp 50 had been pretty mad, and said, "All ripht. This
time, but never again," Part of the men ate at the trucﬁcra’ TR

" teurant nearby. All except a very few (of whom I was ona) of

those who ate at Camp 50 were il], and Joe got the idea the cook
pue “eroton’ oil in the food to prevent our coming back, Our own
cooks had to cook supper while the cabooses were jumping and
jerking, without lights. They prepared a kind of hash, which I
always dodge on principle. I had the idea that perhaps the sicke
ness originated in the hash] but the argument that only those
who ate at Camp 50 beceme ill was all-prevailing, We ate et our
own eamp todayv ) otherwise, some of the men intended to have a
full accounting with the cook at Camp 50, A new cook and a kitches
en helper took charge of our kitchen yesterday morning. T first
caught sight of them this noon. The helper, a fat greasy-looking
individual, held an agonizingly dirty rag in his hand—for what
purpese I don't know. But one swipe of that rag on a slillet
ought to start disrcheea, If anything would, (Joe cured the
diarrhoea with three teaspoonfuls of black pepper in a cup of hot
water,)
X & »

Mow, 17, 1943

WE WENT to work sprawled out on an open truck, 20 of us,
There was a windbreak in front and a seat for 4; the rest squatted,
aat, kneeled, hung their legs over the sides. As we had only three
miles to go, and that with a faster truck than the “Fud,” we
arrived at the job much too early to see to wark, The moon, which
has usually furnished eur light until the full dawn, was almost
kidden under a misty cleud, A few of us, mysell included, were
starting new holes, and after locating our stake could work
largely because of the whiteness of the snow. A few young
Eia]ijﬂwﬂ- gathered around a small fire and gossiped until it grew
lighter. ;

At 9:30 the five Linn half-tracks passed, pulling our cabooses.
A few minutes later 8 wrecker went by, towing cur Studebaker
Gxfl, which had burnt out a rod a mile from work yesterday
alterncon, thereby causing us to walk that distance, A smail
matter.in itself, but when you are so heavily dressed, a mile is
not’ quickly covered on foot, and we had been helted an hour
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already by a bridge gang moving their cabooses. [t s difficult
to got past a caboose on this highway. However, It can be done,
Henry needed some dynamite yesterday morning, and Joe sent
the new driver with the Studebaker &x5 back en the long drive
to our deserted Camp 40, after four cases of dynamite and two
boxes of “caps.” Johnny went along as “swamper,” The boxea
bounced back and forth in the back of the truck as they erept up
the big hill, and Johnny carvied the “caps” in his lap, The
cabooses of the bridge pang were being pulled by “cata” and
“bulldezers,” on steep hills, ene “cat” and one “bulldozec”
pulling two cabooses. Johnny saw it was geing to be hard to
pass the cabooses, so he teld the driver to press cn his horn

button, Than, as each dreiver turned arvound to ses what smarts .

aleck wanted him to move over, Jehnny Beld up the twao boxes
of "caps.” There was no slgn "Dynamite” on the truck, But the
“caps" served the same purpose, and the cabooses were quickly
moved over when possible, |

This was the thicd tlme In a month that the Studebaker Gx6
has burpt owt a4 rod, We heve g good miechanie, nlckaamed
“Fop"; but at periods of excitement and sirain, as at moving
time, he somelimes forgets to oil the trucks. Drivers are glven
to understand they are to pay no attestion to oll and gas in their
truchs, and there are breakdowns &s a result. “Pop™ has been
under a great strain the last three days, because the electric light
generator chose this time to refuse to work, And if there i3 one
time when one should have light, it iz at moving time, there
being 30 nuch confusion anyway, When we saw our cabooses
rolling by at 9:30 this morning at about seven miles an hour, we
supposed we would find ceamp already settled when we came to
dinner. Instead, we had to idle along in the open truck at about
two miles an hour, as the Linns eautiously pulled the cabooses
down a long winding road which had been cut out of the side of

the highest mountain within fifteen miles. A newcomer would |

laugh at the idea of building the road there, but if one looks

down at the long walley far below he could, IF be knew what
muskeg 18, imagine what that valley would be like In spring and
summer. What looks like the only sensible place for a road would
be an Impassable beg, The present road is more slippery than
the blg hill, more winding, and lenger. But it has the saving
grace of sloping toward the wall sharply; also the slope down
from the outside is only about 45 or 50°, At the sharpest turn a
truck slid off twa weeks ago, and rolled to the bottom,

These particular mountaine—from the spot where the road

beging its sharp climb across the divide west of the EKeela River
to .the mountaina. surrounding this rocl-strewn valley whers
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Camp &2 today was born—are bald, cheerless piles of rock, with
the same rounded contours peculiar to all the lay of the land in
this reglon, The Srst and largest mountain has a thin layer of
grass on its steep, rounded slopes; but as one comes farther west
the rocks become barer, until those which now surround us
appear just plain rock, Some nice spruce about thirty feet high
cover a few acres from our cabooses enst) otherwise there is
nothing but dreariness to see, The sun glances inta this valley
anly Ehu'.:t twenty minutes each day. Between two of the sur-
ToUnGing mountains one can see a massive snow-covered pile,
which 1 suspect is the 8,500 ft. Mt. Keale, Porhaps one regson
this walley looked so dreary to us was that, when we frally
arrived at noon, or rather an hour after noon, we wers guite
celd; although the people who chose this particular time to
move us must have an excellent weather prophet to advise them.
EE it had remained 19° below zero, what misery we would hava
undergene—In the high pass the first night, on an exposed road-
side the next, riding in an open truck two days, eating in an
unheated mess«hall with one door always open, gobbling food
which was poorly and Inadequately prepared while the cabooses
were jumplng and jerking down the road, or without lights, A
good drink of hot water, or warm milk, or soup weuld have been
a godsend, Ae it was, one had to A1l up on strong, bltter coffee to
warm the food which he had to eat to keep working, Thres of
the Linn drivers are staying in our caboose, every bunk now
being occupled, This makes a very crowded condition. Everyons
nas to ask at least one person to step aside so that he can ECt ta
the stove, wash stand, or door, Trunks are piled in frent cf the
writing desk, g0 T am writing on my suitease by the dim light
of 8 weale gascline lantern, They usually give a strong enough
light, but as all the lanterns were filled long after darlk the EAE0
line was not too well guarded against dirt. Out of fiftesn
lanterns, five are not functioning at all; and this one will soon
make eix,

L

Now, 19, 1943

LAST NIGHT Aurora Borealis was on display overhead. Perhapa
a hundred miles south the lights appeared to be many miles in
helght, Aaming with color, But {n our little valley, hemmed in
by mountains, ene could only lock up directly owerhend and
gee the tips of the pink Aames as they flared outward, If one did
not know what they were he would be mortally afrald; they
seemed so close one could reach up and touch them, Clear across
the sky, from horizon to horizon, thers wers three bands of
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light: one about 45° south, the next about 25%, and the principal
ene directly averhead, I was told that i the elecirie penerates

had not been running, I could heve hesrd the crackle of the |

Lights.
1t is still mild. I went without ear-faps from 8 A M. tc 4:30 .M,

The "'-'l-']lliS]I:i:].-'-jH.l:ks” brealk into song durlop mild weather, havs !

ing a variety of cells which remind ene of the mocking bird, They
VNPICES One as craving human company; otherwize, how does
it happen there are always oue or vwo near us cach marning on

the job-site? At fivat they stayed a hundred yards AWAY] NOw -

they perch fairly close, preferring the very top of a tall spruce,
They must have a reputation for fighting ebility, I saw a Taven
dive at one six times as though it would like to make a kill, but
.]'.'“d.]? dared to, Each time the raven would manage to miss the
f.rluslmr-_m:l:"l by a few inches, while the smaller bird sat uns
dismayed on his treestop. I have never seen “whiskey-jacks” in
large groups, only alone or in pairs. Yesterday, however, fortys
alx ravens flew in one group toward the west, their slowly fap-
ping wings and full-throated cry caunsing one at a distance to
imagine a flock of geese going over,

The dawn this morning was beautiful, as there were clouds In
the sky. About 4 P. M, a stiff west wind aros g, driving the clouds
inte a bank covering the eastern sky, There the getting sun
painted them gll the colors of the rainbow, the light refscted
from them falling upen us In such a fashion that we in a
valley were in greater light than if it had been noon and a clear
day, In the west clear, deep blues, orchids, and greens astenished
the eye. Altogether, never have I seen such a gunset, and old
men on the gang said the same, Yet at no time during the day
iad we seen the sun, i

We have been working about four miles west of the Keels
R:l_ver. which flows through a deep valley at right angles to aur
telephone line, Yestorday, about 11 AM., I leoked toward the
tiver. There, against a background of a stand of sprice covering
the opposite slopes, I ¢ould see a shimmering, such as that which
one sees n the States on a warm summer day over a moist field,
Yet the sun was Just barely visible aver the horizon, If I looked
too far upstreai or’ downstream I could gee nio shimmering. It
must indeed have been due to the sun's warmth over the EPTIICE
tops between me and the high hills acress the river.

The record of our trucks is as follows: five days a
! i go the Btudes
balar stalled, left us to walk a mile. They brought it to camp
and put in new sleeves. After a period of riding an open truck
they brought us a GMC with'a bex on it, which lasted one teip
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and two-thirds, Gossip was: burnt.out bearings. Beme more
agpenstruck viding, Studebaker returned this meocning; this aftors
ricon, st two miles from tho job, a connecting-rod broke thraugh
the engine block, This sounds like nothing. But If one saw the
steep, winding, snow-covered road cut out of the side cf the
mountain, which we travecse four times daily, with the apruce
trees far below looking llke specks of soot on the ground; and
if he were riding in & box with twenty other men, so jammed

: that if the truck started going aver, hardly two could get through

the single exit, then it geems more serious, The younger men,
ona whe has bad considerable experionce gz a truck-driver, and
others who still think life pretty precious, talk a let about the
risk, Rice took a job as kitchen helper, openly stating he wanted
to avoid the ride; and Johnny mentions matters to all and sundry

“which mien with less experionce with trucks would not think of,

Far example, after the rod wont theough the bleck thiz after-
noon, he eaid, "Ddda't T tell you this morning that’s what would

- happen? And the brakes are no good." Each rlalj: wao paes by the

spot where the “Fud" carrying a gasoline tank went over two
weeks ago. The gasoline tank lies half way down the 50° slope;
the truck lles at the bottom, Gossip says the man was thrown
out at the place where the pasoline tank lies, and was badly
injured, Our own "Fud" has been used recenily to haul the
lizht plant from Cemp 40, and to pull and push the cabooscs
intp olace. A “Fud" is very handy to have arcund. Lately I
have seen several TPord VeB'S with Marmoa-Herrington All-
Wheel Drive arrangements, “Fuds" are all right-hand drive;
Marmon-Herringtons are both right- and left-hand drives, des
pending upen whether they are Lend-Legse or not. Linna are left-
hand drive; and over these snow-coverod roade they do best
13 ther carry about 40 tons dead welght above the half-trachs
{usually bales of sheet irom, etc,, used solely for traction), Then
they will pull a sleigh over theze steep trails containing 40 or
50 tons of plpe (the article which they are now pulling). At the
prezent tlme, howewver, they are carrving from 12 to 20 tons
dead weight, and pulllzg about 17 tons of pipe. The long steep
tut in the mountain causes trouble, as the snow is light there
for heavy sleighs. "

In our caboose we have had for the past three nights three
Linn drivers, One of them, a serious young man about thirty wha
finished the eleventh grade at Peace River, and is now payis
off the mortgpage on his father's 320-acre farm, brought wit
him on this trlp a copy of "The American Schelat" magazine,
and when he and I were discussing politics and religion reached
under his piliow and drew out a copy of Davies’ “Mission to
Moscow"” to prove hiz point. He is enthusiastic about Alberta.
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"It's the only province to break away from the two ald parties,
Maybe we did fall for such & line ag 325 & month to everyvbody:
but eventually we'll move forward on & sound progressive pro-
gram,” Ag the son of Bessarablan parents, he bas no e for the
average Frenchman who places his nationality above his Cang.
dian loyalty. He believes there is some hidden hand back of the
French insistence on their language, their schools, and their
church, Really a very learned young man, although he has
strained his eves badly reading under average constructions
camp conditions, {Just az I am ax this moment. The light tonight
is very dim, and the writing desk iz cccupied.)

Instead of using the Schramwwm comipressor and the aic drill
to deill holes for IEI

a “steam boiler™ manufactured by the MNorthern Commereial Co.,
of Fairbanks, Alaska, It burns woed and heats snow water and
holds steam up to:240 lbs, pressura, This steara is forced down

a six-foot needle, which melts its way through the frozen ground,

" R B

Now, 21, 1942

MILD WEATHER still prevails. At times today I worked with.
out my mittens, Fourteen “husky"” doga were gmught here by
truck last night and tethered in the spruce about 75 yards away.
They comprise two teams, and their two delvers accompanied
them, with necessaty sleighs and harness for reconnaizsance from
tho end of the fine, 'Fhuir direction and purpose were secret, Bup-
lies are dropped to them from planes, and pometimes great cons
usion prevails when n plane mistakes an Indian's smoke for
the exploting partys The dogs are about one-sixth wolf, and
appear and sound very viclous, possibly the result of belng
slways chained up. The truck driver sald the drivers had to
beat them with the whip whenever they start chewing each
other's legs. One female wes in the bunch. Some of the dops
enjoy tiding, and can make the high leap inte the truclk easily.
One of the dogs welghs 210 lba,

T EER S ",:"*! L

MNov., 25 1943

TOOK FIRST bath tonight since Nov. 2, 8till quite difficult to
Ent one, Two men washed clothes tonight; first time In month,
ight men in all caboozes, #i JL A
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eiry's dynamite, Joe has placed on the sled :

i

Qe A, M,
Dee, 19, 1943

MY FIEST night as “night bullcook" at Camp 76. Electric lights
in messhall burning brightly, All evening the men strain their
eyes teying to read, shave, or even to find their b—e!ﬂngin%a: than
& 40-watt bulb burns with about a 10-walk brilliancy. And 40«
watt bulbs ere about all there are. Arrived in Camp 76 on Dee, 1
wig the cab of a Ford All-"Wheel Drive driven by General Fores
man Seott, Have heard several men say that when they guit or
when their contract expires, they will either cateh s ride into
Canol on a truck, even the slow pipe trucks, or walk—but never
will they ride another mile with "gupt." Bcott, I can appreciate
their attitude. Mile after mile of the road between here and
Camip 62 was cut out of the eide of mountains shaped ke dump-
lings or loaves of bread, and rlsing ¢learly from the edge of the
Keele River. In most places thera is & 1,000-2,000-foot slope from
the road down to the river, with a grade approaching fifty
degrees. The road bonds every two hundred yarde, most of the
eurves belng cloze to right angles. Yet Mr. Bcott sailed blithely
around them at thirty miles an hour, on a road made slick as
plass,

“The secret of success as a truck-dever here is to nevér be
alraid," he told me and a young fellow crowded into the cah
with him, Arcund a bend we went, and before us stood a bent
and battered plpe truck and its "delly™ teailer, which bad been
hauled up from the slope after belng wrecked. "Now thls man
had to ba let go. This was his fifth wreck, the third in a week,
Each time he got into a tight spet, he loat his nerve, opened the
doot and bailed out, Eight down there wes where he went over,”
he pointad to a spot ahead and five hundred feet down, The road
made a turn at that particular moment, and our own truck kept
right on in the direction he was pointing, The young fellow
beside him rapped him on the elbow and placed a hand on the
wheel, while I pulled back on the door handls,

“In case you met an ocncoming fruck, how socn could you
stop. this trueki” I inguired in a cagual manner, as though dis-
cussing the weather. : :

 “Immediately " he replied. “T have an emergency Brake, Be-
sides, this road at practically all points is wide enough for two
trucks to pass.”

Aa e was the supervizor of both Camp 62 and 76, it was not
for me to dispute his word, All T can say is that If an oncoming
truck had suddenly met us as we came around one of the numer-
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ous gharp bends, the driver of it would have turned sharply into
the bank. Scott, in almest all places, would have had to make
a quick declsion whether to try to shave by with one wheel over
the edze or to swerve to the wall and risk a head-on collision.
Mine chances out of ten it would have been the latter

Eight of ue in one little cabooss, the stove in one end and ~

the elght bunks all jammed together. This same young man
and I slept head to head on upper bunks, Weke up one night 1o

find he had lecked his hands together, awung them above his

head and had a stranglekold under my chin, Each time he rolled
over that night, I woke up as a naturzl precaution but he finally

caught me again with the same hold and I had te elap him °'

gharply. Next mornlng I explained why I bad slapped him, but
he did not know anything of the night’s events.

Robson, a man who had almost completed a B.E. course at
the Unl. of Minn,, slept on another upper bunk. "I always analyze

ny job I po on, weighing the percentages. I've worked at Water-
ways (Mote: Point where rallway traffic ends, and water traffic
beglns, to the Far North.), and in the ghipyards at Seattle. But
when we start going back up that hill to and from work, four
times a day, with equipment the way it i8, the odds will be the
worst I've experienced. T don't want to quit, but I'll never forget
that tide over here” He expected the chenge of route to come
in about a week. .

Belore the week was up, all of the men in the uppers except
me were pick with the flu, and one in the lower bunlks, And alfter
two or three days illness, all three In the uppers caught trucks
to Canol. Robson took a plane out, Riddle—after recuperating—
became a "eat™ driver on a “train” pulling & shovel to 103, the
young man probably is in the hospital in Canel, his flu being

aggravated by injuries suffered in Hawall when an antl-aircrait

pun blew up,

At that time we were driving about eight miles down the
boulder-gtrewn bed of the Keels Eiver, supplementing the
bouldars as a roadbed with stretches of ice. All the men coms-

lained of I'eeling pavseated after each of the four drives daily.
ganka ached at night. We were "piking" poles on the mountain-
gide, not an arducus task Inasmuich as so much time was con-
sumed in riding, and in cllmbing up and down the mountsin.
Came a Chincok wind which thawed the ice, and one rr.v:rn!nq
our truck went through and stuck. Nothing less than the “Fud'
could pull her gut, There was no shock connected with thia
fall through the fce, &a' the driver was following the ald track
gs well ag he could in the darkness. But the following morning
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he was skimming along at twenty miles an hour over what
looked like seolid ice. no broken trail, when suddenly all twenty
of us piled together inzide the trucl, cracking heads and ribs
and elbows togother, the stovepipe torn dewn, the box in which
we wera gheltered lifted five Inches ahead, The front wheels kad
dropped sheer two foet, and the “cat" had to pull the truck out.

The winch, both on the trucks and on the "est.” i3 most wzeful.
Geveral times our truck has been stuck and we have run cut
from 75 to 150 feet of cable from the winch and up the hill to
gome convenlent spruce, and both the winch end the drivo-shaft
put into motion. The last time waa when we were stuck in a
high wind and drifting snow at the highest polnt on that twist.
ing road between here and Camp 62, It was so high that it
required forty minutes for ue at noon and night to climb from
the telephone ling up to the road; and yet the telephone line
waz g0 high from the rlver bed thet it paid to climb down to it
instead of coming up [rom below, After making repeated efforts
to elimb the dritted road, with a sixty-degree slope anly twao
feet from our truck, we recled off 150 feet of cable, pulled it up
the hill and over the edge about thirty feet down to a spruce.
Then we pulled up the hill. It was dark. when this was done,
the only light being that from the stars and the soow, I have
not seen the sun in a montl, ;

On this mountainside many of the poles could net be brought
to the holes—let alone placed In them—by the “cat.” Soma we
had te heave up the rock-strewn mountaln by main strength—
no slight task for five men and a foreman. Most of the poles
are twenty-flve feet long, but some are thirty, thirty-five, and
farty feet long, They are green sprice, heavy with frost; and
their minimum size iz twenty-elght inches in circumference at
Bix feet from the butt. Meny of them are greatly in excess of
this messurement, Maturally we did not like to move such
weight if it could be avelded; and several times we could got
the “cat" up to a pelnt from which we could unwind enough
of its five hundred feet of cable up the mousntaln, around a spruce,
and back down the mountain to the pele. The winch would do
the rest, I forgot to mention that the winch of the truck is used
every day to dislodge a barrel of diesel from the ice, enake it
to a rack at the front of the truck, and up on the raclk, The truck
thus carries men, tractor fuel, and tools at the same time.

The tools are a groat aggravation. The Inside of the box is
dark. From fifteen to twenty-three men crowd into a place which
should seat not more than ten. The stove always gets red-hot
a3 the truck gains speed, thus increasing the draft, and the men
seated next to it, dressed in their heavy clothes, really suffer.
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Underfoot are a mass of bars, picks, five-foot shovels, long
ghovels, speons, fire-wood, a can of diesel fuel, One morning
T was searching in the dark for a plece af fire-wood, My hand
came in contact with a nail. 1 had hold of a board about twa
fect long with four straight nails sticking up into the air. Bome-
how twenty men had clambered over it without a foot injury.
Recently @ foreman arrived here with several cabooses of old
Camp 62, which is completing some digging and piking here
before moving ahead to 103, T heard him say that a truck carry-
ing men and tools in the Yykon a year ago went over the bank,
and it was ascertained there were 24 different tools in the truck.
I didn't catch the main part of his remnark, but such a number
of tools would greatly complicate a hurried exit from such a box

Twice, at Camp 62, the rear gxit {the only one) wae blocked
by a 50-gallon drum of diesel fuel. And five-gallon cans of gas
were a common part of the load, One morning we were all made
rather ill when a gas-tank from the Schramm, half-full of gas,
and its cap gone, plus a five-gallon can of gas, wore placed in the
bk, There is very little ventilation in these wooden boxes, and
the pasoline fumes were always very noticeable. Bome of the
men deliberately smoked, partly to tantalize those who they knew
did not approve of it. One man ernoked directly above the
oper Schramm gas tank When we catried fve-gallon cans of
gas, 1 noticed that those in front smoked, regardless how heavy
the fumes were. So, using the argument that the gas can should
he out of the way in case of a hurried exit, I moved the can to
the front end. From that time on, that was where it always
went, and there was no more grmaoling.

A weel ago wa began Upiking” poles by the combined light of
the moon, the “cat,’ and the truck, As we had only two miles
to ride, and those stralght down the highway, "piking” began
soon after seven o'clock, To galn some idea of how early this
is, it must be borne in mind that the morning stat i3 gtill burning
brightly at 10:45, It is not too difficult to "p%k&" a pole on decent
ground by such a combined light as described above, provided
you ate not the one on the dewn-line side, where you have to
face the two lghts of the truck plus ita spotlight. That was
my lot that firat morning. After I had bent over almost to the
ground a score of times to kick my pike, or test its “eround"—
all-important on slippery lce, snow, o rough terrain—1 auddenly
realized that, shoulder-high and barely four inches from my
aye—the only one gtill of any use—there was the sharp polnt
of a trimmed spruce tree. It was barely discernible in the light
aven after it had been detected, and when one looked toward
the truck and ite glare, seeking to foilow the signals of the fore-

1 Mear Mile 112, a mountain seems ea lave split, this bl T o ihaag s
48 i boew: side of Camp 102" 3—"Tha read winds and winds.” 4

ght, anackar t the Ll of ik plowe” 2 " Whize
"Living fuanies &l :'\-hllmn'\. Crosing.”




‘Underfoot are a mass of bars, picks, Ave-foot shovels, long

shovels, spoons, fireewood, a ¢an of diesel fuel. One morning
1 was searching in the dark for a plece of fire-wood. My hand
camo in contact with a nail. I had keld of a beard about two
fret long with four straight nalls sticking up into the ale, Some-
how twenty men had clambered over it without a foot injury.
Recently a foreman arcived here with several cabooses of old
Camp 62, which is completing some digging and piking here
before moving akead to 103, I heard him say that a truck casry-
ing men and tocle in the Yukon a year ago went over the bank,
and it was ascertained there were 44 different toals in the truck,
I didn't catch the main part of his remark, but such a number
of tools would greatly complicate a hurried exit from such a box.

Twlce, at Camp 62, the rear exit (ihe only one) was biscked
by & S0-gellon drum of diesel fuel. And Ave-gallen cans of gas
were a common part of the load. One morning we were all made
rather 1 when a ges-tank from the Bchramm, half-full of gae,
and its cap gone, plus a five-gallon cen of gas, were placed in the
box. There iz very little ventllation in those wooden boxes, and
the gazoline fumes were always very noticesble. Some of the
men deliberately smoked, %:t:'t'l}* to tantalize those who they knew
did not approve of it. One man smoked directly asbove the
open Schramm ges tank. When we carrled five-gallon cans of
gas, I noticed that those in front smoked, regardless how heavy
the fumes were. 5o, using the argument that the gas can should
be out of the way In case of a8 hurried exit, I moved the can to
the front end. From that time on, that was where it always
went, and there was no more smoking,

A week ago we began “piking” poles by the combined light of
the moon, the "cat,” and the truck. As we had only two miles
to ride, and those straight down the highway, "piking"” began
soon after seven o'clock, To gain some idea of how early this
iz, it must be borne in mind that the morning star is still burning
brightly at 10:45, It is not too difficult to “plke"” a pole on decent
ground by such a combined light as described above, provided

ou are not the one on the down-line side, where you have to
ace the two lights of the teuck plus its spotlight. That was
my lot that first morning. After I had bent over almost to the
ground a score of times to kick my plke, or test lts "ground"—
ell-important on slippery ice, snow, or rough terrain—1I suddenly
realized that, shoulder-high and barely four inches from my
eye—the anly one still of any use—there was the sharp point
of a trimmed spruce tree, It was bavely discernible in the light
even after it had been detected, and when one looked toward
the truck and its glare, seeking to follow the signals of the fore-
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man, and then turned aside toward the small tree, one could not
sce it at all, A man could easily have lost his eye there, and never
known what struck him, Thia combined moon-, Ycat"-, and truck
light was also used every evening, up till last night, Evidently
It was then decided the time lost in shoving at poles already
frozen in their setting, ov in digeglng them up for being too lar
out of line, was greater than the time lost in waiting for daylight.
especially ag there are many other things which can be done
before daylight.

The new pole-setting foreman wha started all this “hurry up”
{g also the “riding” kind, the kind whe evidently belcra the
war had to recruit his help from among the “wines" and cther
drunks. The first two days he was grossly discourteous, but
gradually awole to the fact that he was the most ignerant man
o the pole-setting geng. His final lesson came this alterncon,
1 understand, when I was absent (I was this noon detalled to
this night job). Last evening, he and the new Camp Foreman,
let us know that when a pole is being canted about in the hale—
that iz, @ man with a cant hook on the pole turns it any distance
up to 180 degrees—tha plkes were not to be "grounded” any
more, but were to be jabbed into the pole as it spun ground.
Two of the four piles are about sixteen feot lan%. and to jab
accurately with them one should be at least five fect from tha
end. Even then to make it stick into a frozen pole requlres con-
siderable force, and it requires even mare force when one is
farther still toward the end, in the effort to lecate a suitable
“grounding” place or to be In position to lkiek the plke into
the snow for a “ground."” When, thercfore, the pike hits the
pole—always, on this occaslon, away of center, in ordor to be
ahead of the cant man—and the other three men are not braced
for it, the pole-is pushed to one slde so that, when the next
man jabs—as he must, since the pole is still turning and he can't
hold his old "bite”—he jabs at a pole which suddenly s swerved
ta one side. If he misses, the cant man stands a good chance
of recelving the very sharp point of the pike in his spine, neck,
or head: at any rate a sharp blow which won't generate brotherly
love in him, ﬁ:.run if the pike man hita the pole, the chances are
it will be such a glancing blow that the pole will ba still further
swung from its orbit and the next man will migs, And i be
mizses, the pele will fall, and in this sectlon, where the holes
have had to be dug any way possible to get them down five to
six feet—many of them being from five to eight feet, and more,
across at the top—when the pole falls it often will fall clear to
the ground, And somebody had better be moving. Thus the poor
cant man, beelde the pole, and anyone else who might be with
him to give & shove to the pole when needed, stand an excellent
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chance of belng struck by one of the four pikes or by the pols |

iteelf. All this danger is Increased In the heavy twilight of early

morning and late evening of the Arctle, When the Camp Foromagn |

told me not to "ground” my pike, it was already so dark I con.
sidered it quite a tasl to set the pole at all, especially as my
Ygrounding" region was a heavy growth of yeung spruce which
kept tangling my feot ond the pike. I foresaw danger from that
moment on, and when to it were added two frost-bitten fingera
this morning, I decided to seek this night job. Tonight I heard
that the new pole-setting foreman—who had earlier Intimated

that such was the proper procedure—had attempted to put it into -

practice this allernoon in the name of efficlency, Inasmuch as

it does save perhaps thirty scconds on some poles, and on down |

to no seconds, dnpmdi::gl upon the degree of cant, But this
avening, in the heavy dusl, while the foreman was right down
in the wide hole steadying the heavy pole, somebedy missed
enticely, and over it came. When the tumult died, the {oreman
wia e0 unnerved by his narrow sscape he did not even order
them to raize the pole again, but pestponed the whole procedure
tll daylight, (Note: O1d experienced pikemen may consider this
attitude of wmine "panty-waist.” I, ask their indulgence. It is 76
miles to the nearest doctor, over a road so rough that a Stude-
baker 6x6 truck—the most common here—raquires 33 gals, of
gas to make the run—empty.)

Ten daye ago, on a beautiful moonlit night, a golden-horned,
golden-eyed Rocky Mountain sheep was chased by three wolves,
stralght down the steep mountainside a guerter-mile down
the road from our camp. At that peint the read—"road"
medans the only east-west road within 500 miles — cuts
across a ridge of the mountainside, leaving a wall of twenty
feet uphill, a fall of forty foet down hill, Btraipht down the
twanty=foot wall the poor creature slid, with one wolf to the
left of him, one te the right of him, one directly behind him, He
was a full growa sheep, the horns making one complete curl
and belng more than thirty inches from tip to tip. Perhapa he
was the lone sentry which mountaln sheep are said to post to
warn the Hock; elsa it is strange the wolves were able to geot
him by himsell. Hunters I have talked with say that wolves
have no desire to attack a group of full-grown rams, Even this
semi-defenseless ram seems to have put up quite a strupgle.
The nlght cook and his helper, at the messhall for truckers
gcross the road from our camp, heard the batide. Somehow the
wolves were able to prevent the sheep from skipping down the
forty-foot descent below the road and gaining whatever protecs
tion there might have been s a channel of the Keele River which
the Chinook had freed of ice In many places. For sixty yards
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up &nd down the road the death etruggle raged, most ':IF the
action taking place near the up hill wall. Dut the sheep died &
bare two feet from the edge of the read on the down hill side.

A few minutes later a trucker arrived at the “restaurant” re-
gerved for these transient travellers, and wanted to know what
truck had lkilled a sheep down the road, so recently the baody
was still steaming in the sub-zero night air. He was told there
had Been no truck from that direction in several hours, Asg this
is a game reserve, and any person must have a permit tD‘ﬁDEEEEE
a rifie, firearms are scarce., But the truchker found a rifle, and
with the cook and the "night man" returned in his truck to the
gpot, Part of the carcass had been eaten, The men cut off the
gheep's head, and the restaurant men brought it back and kept
it on exhibit for two days. The trucker waited an hour in his
truck, hoping for a shot at one of .the wolves, The sheep had
been killed at about 2 A, The truchker left the body at sbout
4 A, Our polessetting gang passed at 7, and atill the body
waz g0 little earen that our driver and foroman, not knowing the
Facls, told vs at 8 ADL thet evidently o sheep had been struchk
by a truck, At 11 A M, some of our men saw a large black wolf two
hundred yards away from them. They howled at him, and at cach
howl he would stop and gaze back at them, then resume his trot
toward a patch of spruce about a half-mile away, whence came at
intervals the howls of two more wolves. When we pazged the
sheep at noon, two-thirds of the carcass had been eaten. This is
rather remarkable, ingsmuch 25 no trucker is reported to have
aeen a eingle wolf in that neighborhood that morning. And the
sheep was lying almest a hundred yards from either end of the
cut. A big black woli—presumably one of the same pack—was
seen agaln today by one of our small pole-setting gang, leisurely
crasging ihe ice on the River Keele.

Bix men of Camp 62 occupy & caboose at Mile 83, where they
have gone to prepare a site for Camp 62 (now working with us
before they move ahead). On nights when they do not leave
a "cat" or truck running (such equipenent uweually is lelt run-
ning, but there has been a eritical shortage of fuel all along the
line from Canel [or several daya), wolvea come up clogs to the
three empty and one occupied cabooses, so close the men can
hear them prowling arcund, but cannot see them because it ls
the dark of the moon.

I have seen red squirrels, Fleld mice, a very odd-appearing owl,
8 fow flocks of ptarmigan., The squirrels are smaller than the
Amerlcan variety, and when one hears them chattering among
the gpruce he would declare at first that a bird was singing.
The field mice also are smaller than their cousins to the south.
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The awl for four days followed us aa we set poles along that
extramely difeult line half way up [rom the river and half way
down from the monntaln road, He seemed to erave company in
this preat wilderness; anything that had life and moved about—
even man, the enemy of all wild creatureg—excited this owls
curinsity and called forth its companienship. He would perch
en the tep of a spruce about forty feet away, and gaze at us
solemnly and Intently, Whenaever a man approached the spruce,
ha appearod altopether at eaze, making not the slightest moaove-
ment of fear, until when the man was dirvectly under the spruce
he would rige quickly and Ay to the top of another, usually
about forty feet away. Each-day, although we would be & guarters
or & half=mile facther on, there he would be. He was sbout
seven Inches long, had a very large head as compared to his
body. There is a monkey with a "mustache’ which thls owl
closely resembled. He had' practically no beak, and his eyes
were very small, The ptarmigan I saw were in flocks of about
fifty, and always in Aight, I am sure that had they remained
on the snow I ghould never have detectad them, They are about
the size of & turtle dove, white, with a black tail, If one follows
their Aight until they have settled agaln In the snow, the black
tails ere all that one ¢an ses, appearing like scattered pieces
of small rock on the mountainside, I have seen a congiderable
number of rabbit tracks, but not enough to indicate that rabbits
are at all numerous, I saw the tracks of a fox a few days ago,
a fox which one of our men later claimed to have sesn—n red
fox, A truck driver recently described with enthusiasm his view
of a "cross" fox which passed in front of his machlne like &
flash, his bBeautlful tall attracting the eye like a magnet. A
Yeross™ fox is @ mixture of brown gnd red, as I understand it
A moose i3 said to stay in the neighborhood of the sawmlll
rat Mile 25), but I have never seen any slgn of one out here,
although eome of the ren declare that they found fresh moose
dung about a month ago

At Camp 62 Henry Lund, the dynamite man who had lived
50 long in the North, could have provided me with many Inter-
esting facts and tales comcerning the Arctic and sub-Arctic
rogions. Ag usual, I neglected this apportunity, and Henry, being
naturally quiet, did not force his infermation on me, However,
I did notice that he walked n great many extra rods each day—
which, while dressed go heavily, is not ezsy in the snow—merely
in ordor never to leave his small battery-box near the end ef
the wire until he kimself was ceady 1o "blow" the hols, It probe.
ably cost him a walk of two or three miles extra each day. It
asems that once he worked on a big “job" in eastern Canada,
Four dynamite men were busy arranging thelr “shots,” when a
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young inguisitive soul decided to attach the battery-box to the
wire and playfully push down the plunger. e must have done
it absent-mindedly, because—according to Hn:-r:ry—hc wiag no
fool, as one weuld expect, to judge by this action. As scon as
he heard the biast, and realized his four friends had been killed,
he started running, “He ran and ran, into the brush,” sald Henry.
“When the people found him, after several days, he vai nutsl
Which goas to show one cannot be too careful, The Signal Corps
inspector told of an incident on & job where he once worked.
The dynamiter stood about fifty yards from the “shot"; several
ather men about seventy vards from lt. After the “shot” they
returned to work; it was not until a half-hour had elapsed that
someone notlced that a certaln man waa mlssing. Whon they
found him he was dead, killed by & small rock at two hundred
yards, This tale was told while I was at Camp ﬁE_: there Henry
always gave us ample warning, and plenty of time to pget at
least one hundred yacds away, Here, I notice that the dynamiter
wha blasts the beffems of the holes—the only dynemiter near
the pole-setters—never glves a warning, Of course, his charges
are smaller than the dynamiter uses up ahead; but ene is clten
surprised by the number of rocks which two or three sticks of
dynamite can send up.

Henry's partrer and fellow Swedish-Canadian, Osecar by name,
is in my eaboose at Camp 76, He was ance 8 wealthy contractor,
and missed a half-million dellars by an eye-lash. The depression
cost him his fortune, but tndaé both he and Henry can count
their money in five digits. Occasionally he will tell soms
incident to the men in the caboose, which, better than a long
story, illustrates life in the North,

“"Once T and snother man were deiving a dog team near Bear
Lake (Great Bear Lake). It was seventy degrees below zero, but
we were not traveling fast-—just trot a little ways, then ride a
little ways. But we both developed the damnedest cough.”

{Oscar hes a much better command of English than has his
friend Henry; but as he was mature when he left Sweden he
finds it convenient to express his emphasis by swear words rather
than by dictionary English.)

"When we got to Port Radium we went to the doctor, If your
cough does not end within thirty days,’ ha said, run lilke hell out
of this country, for you have the t.b’ On exactly the thirtieth

~day, both of us stopped coughing.”

From his brief deseription of the cough, I should say "damned-
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est” probably expressed it mildly, His point was, that they had
frozen thele lungs, but not quite enough to cause tb,

"Onece at Bear Lake, an ex~mountie who had turned prospector,
froze his privates, The privates are very easily frozen; but be.
cause buttons malke the fingers go g—d— cold, most men leave

a lot of buttons unfastened, That is why g0 many of ws bought | §

women’s bloomers. They had elastic and could be siid down,
and no matter how cold your fingers were you had to cover your

rivates because you couldn't walk with the bloomers down,
q‘his poor devil really sufféred—large sores, Fle walted and
waited for a plane to take him to a dector. Finelly cne came, But
he peally suffered; tslk, tsk, tsk!"

] ™ 3

Dee. 21, 1042

THE "RIDING" and discourteous foreman of the pole-setting
crow, after barely two weeks here, want down the road this
morning. OFf the four pikemen who were on his crew at first, I
was the Brst to Jeave. I did not give my actual reason for leaving,
when I applied to the Camp Foreman for this night job; in spite
of the fact that after the fivet twao days he “laid off of" me (be-
cause, as I believe, I was slmost his age and like bim a World
War veteran), it distressed me to work under him, as I was
always on the lookout for an cutburst of hie temper or profanity.
Howaver, I said nothing to his superior. The noxt oldest man
likewise said nothing, but quiutlip managed to make a niche for
himself “swamping" for the "cat”, that is, tying the winch cable
around the poles, gulding the poles along the rough terrain and
finally into the holes, and when the “cat" was busy elsowhere,
placing insulators and other equipment on the cross-arms, and
the cross-arma on the poles, NMominally still under this foraman,

he was rarely within sound of his voice. Last evening I wag flling

gesoline lanterns in the caboose of the Camp Foreman, when a
young Argentinian (raised and educated in Los Angeles) entered
and quietly related that lie had been “ridden" by the new foreman
long enough, giving details, and adding, "This man flling the
lamps will back me up. He was there.” I was through Elling, and
ready to leave the caboese, and left without saying anything, as
I knew then that the fourth and last pilkeman had earlier in the
day told this Camp Foreman that he'd have to have either &
transfer to another deteil, 5 new foremean, or his discharpe. Bince

that meant the entire crew of plkemen had “evaporated” within .

five days, I suspacted the Camp Foreman would have a few
words with the foreman, and it would not be necessaty, nor
advisable (since I had not been asked for an cpinlon), for me to
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eny a word, I woke the foreman at 8 AM,, as T did everyone elsg,
and have not seen bim sinee, Avound the cabaozes he wag always
relating storles concerning his gangs: "The General Superin-
tendent came to me and sald, ‘Donovan, we're losing meney on
this hole-digping. You'll have to straighten it out.' %u I rigged
up a pick-up truck, with barrels of water placed—" Evidentiy he
gonsldered his many years of experience, both as a lineman and
as a foreman, too sarlously to permit him to be rebuked, and he
guit, It is diffeult for these uneducated foremen, reared in the
gchool of "bawling out” and unlimited authority to hire and
“fire,” to orient themselves to the new situation where his
employees are better educated than he, where they are working
not necessarily because they or their familles would otherwise
starve but beceuse they want to do a feb.

Incidentally, this young Argentinian has had two years of
cellege work; and the fourth member of the crew, above mens
tioned, slthough he finished only the ninth grade, iz hall-way
threugh my velume of Darwin's “Descent of Man." This, desplte
the fact that tonight, as most other nights, the lights were so
peor the men could barely see to eat; and the bulbs in the mess-
hkall are sixty watts, whereas those in the cabooses are forties.
Tha fact that the aftecnoons are mine to do with ag I please does
not asslst me in my reading. During the day the lights are the
weakest of all, the joke this noon being, "Btrike a match, some-
gna, I want to find the light bulb," Asg this was the shortest day
ol the year, and the gun so long out of sight we never turn
taward it to see where it might be (although the skies have been
elear), all the lights were turned on whenever the men were in
their cabooses, But, as for myself, I cannot read by them; indeed,
to wash out some handkerchiels, towels, and an undershirt In
the washbasin made my eyes strain. Cemp 76 has no wash house
of bath house.

The evening before I left Camp 62 I made up my mind to de
my laundry, the flrst in a month, I had only feur or five pairs of
ox, the game number of handkerchiefs, a suit of cotton under-
wear, and a suit of woolen underwear. To accomplish that small
laundry required 52 hours. Ae soon as the truck stopped in
the evening, I hurried into the caboose and grabbed the laundry
(already gathered together), went to the wash- and bath-hause,
and threw It Into the electric washer. That act reserved the
maching for me. There was a stove made of an ofl drum laid
horizontally, On it were welded seme braces which supported
enother ofl drum which was three-fourths [ull of solid ice. I
hurried Bty yards to the weod pile where covered by snow I
located a number of un-gplit spruce logs of stove length. These
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were all the fuel to be found; and it required two gallons of
diesel vil to ignite them, in fact I was poking at them for the

fellowing two hours, Supper over, I returned to the wash house |

to guard both the washer and the water, only to find that the
hght bulb had burnt eut and I weuld have to find a gasoline lan-

tern, This was my first experience with a gazoline lanvern; and
after [ had come to the conclusion it was geing to explode it sets

tled down and miraculously gave me good light until 1230 AM.
OF the dezen I have handled since, not one has given me good
light for more than two hours. By nine o'clock, zfter poking
the logs arcund a’'score of times and throwing
the reluctant embers, I had the [ce in the ofl drum thawed. Nines

tenths of the stove's heat did not affect the water, but blasted 1

out into the reom, scorching my face and lips and at times making
me halt nauseated. At ten o'clock a man saw my light through
a crack, and being lonesome and unwilling to go to bed, came aver
to see what was golng en. When he found an oil drum nearly
full of water slowly approaching the luke-warm stage, he decided
to take a bath, provided he could find room to stand undsr twao
lines full of drying clothes. Thia cheered me immensely, as I
thought I could do very well with half the water in the drum,
and if he would take out some pretty soon, my half would heat,
before it was too late. But as time went on he beeame more
and more discoutaged, and twice decided to go to bed. T kept
up his spirits,’ as well as the fice} in fact, I think my running
back end forth to the wood-plle in the twenty-five below zero
atmosphere, laden with snow-covered logs, rather made him
gshamed to back out. I had the latest issus of "MNews Waek"”
which had reached camp—five weeks old; and, after placing a
log 8o as to keep my feet off the foor, through whosa quarter-
inch cracks a certain coolness was creeping, I sat down on an
up-ended bex, screwing myself around so that light fell from
the lantern on the pages of the magazine, and read portions of

the news to him, the heat from the fire blasting at my face fram

a distance of thirty inches, I had failed to talk my partner into
taking a "cool” bath, and at eleven-thirty there was nothing left
to do but to start my laundry with cool water. The sound of
imy bucket, as I poured water into the washer, roused him from
the doze inte which he hed isllen; and, the remeining water
becoming warmer and warmer, he became more and more cheer-
ful, At midnlght he was taking a bath in luke-warm water, and
when he was through thanked me three times for "keeping at it.”

. “You sure have perseverance,” he said. “I'd have quit long ago,

and gone to bed. Now, I've had & bathl Oh,

bowl the first.in
a month!hea o il T e T T R T Heiinm b1 ol
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diesal oil Inta '
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Bometime betweoen twelvesthirty and one ocleck, 1 finished
threwing the wash water outdoors, and retired.

Someone might say, "Surely you could have arranged & day

cahead with the 'bull coslk’ to have & fire under the waser all after-

neon, so that you could have Enished your laundey in an hour."

The fact I& that lnasmuch as our camp numbered fifty men
er move, I asswmed that there would be hot water in the wagh
house, since aut of thet number of men there would be one at
least whe would want to do some lanndry or take a bath, Finding
no hot water, and being all set to do the laundry (like a house-
wite on Mondey morning), I persevered toward my objeciive
And it was lucky I did. The next merning at seven o'clock, I
was notified to pack up and move to Camp 76, By the time I
had gathered up my frozen laundry, my Angers were near the
freazing stage. I bately had time to hang the clothes up in the
caboose, bulld up the fire and thaw them out, and fold them still
damp into my suitcase, before tha truck left for my new location.

‘ "Arranging a day shead with the 'bull cook'” was not so
simple as it sounds. Split wood which would burn was scarce;
and many times even drinking water was not to be had until
alter supper. I am 'I:?r neture opposed to anything in the pature
of graft. A week before, when I took my cnly bath, I had dis-
robed and was In the act of stepping into the tub; when 511&:]4}1':|.}"
a man came in and rather petulantly said, "How come you're
uzing my hot water? I paid the bull cook a hali a buck this morn-
ing to have this water heated, and I bullt up the fire myself
before supper to keep i hot”' Then seeing me Ehwenngl_thtre.
all ready to step into the water, he “cooled off" and said, “Never
mind. There's enough for both of us.” My contract read, “Board,
lndging, and laundry™; and the idea of a “racket” so disgusted
me that I was all set to get dressed again rather than pay 25c
as my thare of the cost, But the man becoming so pleasant abeut
it, I eventually offered to pay the guarter, only te have him
refuse it on the ground that there was plenty of water for b-:-tl}l.
Thus I have no definite knowledge there was such a “racket.

But I do know that at that time there was very little laundry
oF bathing done there.

I mentioned previously that three :.'uun% men in the upper
bunks ef my caboose here at Camp 76 had talen i1l and lelt camp,
All of them had come from Camp 62, One of them (Riddle) want
to Cancl not only because of a light case of flu, but because of
a thkin digease which had developed across his back. Such dis-
eases may become more prevalent In February and March,
inasmuch as there are many here who have not had a bath or
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clean underwear in months, Diet also may affect us, We have
iad no tomato, orange, lemen, or grapefrult, elther fresh or in

cans, for a month. Powdered milk has been our only form of
milkk for a weak, ;

It iz now 2:30 AM.,, Dec. 22. The lights in the kitchen and
messhall, where I am writing, have been full strength for two
houre—at a time when no one but me can benefit by them. Of
course, they are still not the same as = reading-lamp, This has
been & quiet night. No truckers begging for gas, no cocks from

Camp 62 asking me to keep a fire for their storercom, no pay-

master passing out checks at 11:30, ne mall call at 10, no "cats™
Er.tﬂ;j;':'l'“ for me to listen to to determine whether they have

died” (in which case I should wake a mechanic), At 4 T shall
replenish the wood box, build up both fires (which at present
I am nursing along), wash some dishes. At 4:30 I shall wake
the cook and his helper. At § I shall start bullding about fifteen
fires. At 6 I shall roust them out, At 6:30 I shall go to bad, but
becanse of the nolse I shall not go to cleep until 7, 8o far I have
had to sle Elp under such handicaps as the day "bull cook' replens
ishing the fire at 9, sweeping the caboosze at 9:30, and building &
hot fire at 11. A hot fire, when one iz in his Arctic bed sack, is
not ene of God's gifts to men. But tomorrow I hope that all of
these obstacles to sleep, except the last, will be overcome. I have
had a talk with the day "bull cook" end both his assistants and
I stand a fair chance of sleeping until 11:45, when naturaily I
shall arise and dress, there being no rest in a bed sack while the
workers are In the caboosas.

Daeg, 27, 1943

THREE MONTHS u%u tenlght we left Los Angeles. Tn other
words, today was the firat day of the fourth menth of our con-
tract. Under the terms of our conteact we are to bo here on the
‘ob until nine months from Sept. 27 (or until the employer is
through with us), and then we hell be returned at his expense
te Los Angeles. All time spent in travel back to Los Angeles
will be paid for at stand-by time rates—namely, eight hours a
day straight time. This is all very important to the men. Most
of them are kept frem quitting primarily by that matter of the
cost of transportation home, As of today, six of the fourtesn
;-']m;frlt}-esd at Camp 40 the evening of Nov, § have alveady left
or tie U.a,

At Camp 76 the pipelin e, the road, and the telephone line leave
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the Keele River, turning due gouth up the boulder-strewn bed
of a creek which comprises the valley botween two rows of
these odd, rounded mountains which lie like huge loaves of bread
end to end, Yesterday morning I turned over my night job to
a man mere familiar with mechinery—the power generator, the
Meats” and trucks—in short, the same mechanic I had been
walking up each time one stopped, especially the gencrator. Re-
cently an ofl burner had been attached to the kitchen stove, as
well a8 & hot-water system using an oil burner, both dependent
upon the generator for electricity. Whenever the generator
stopped, there was no alternative except to start = wood fire
in the second stove, They bad intended to take this wood stove
out., But on Christmas eve, with seven turkeys ready for roast-
ing, the new il burner refused to functlon, The man who had
come out from Cancl to install this new equipment, as well as
to transform the makeshift stoves in the barracks from wood to
diesel oil, was stiil in camp, He and I took off the new oil burner
and installed another, in an atmosphere greatly heated by the
wood stove nearby, As we were both heavily dressed, this was far
from pleasant. He apent four hours et the job, finally giving it up
at 2 AM. The second cook remained at the job of roasting the
turkeys with the wood stove until #:30, but must have failed
to cook them sufficiently, Yesterday four men were quite ill
with diarrhoes, some of them having to be brought in from
wark soon after breskfest, And ail the turkey disappeared scme-
where after Christmas day, although there was encugh to have
lasted some time. Our crew had been greatly reduced by the
departure of Camp 62 for Mile 93, where they have established
camp. The night before Christmas eve, the supply truck drove
in at 11:00 P.M, Rather than wake up the kitchen help, I carried
a half-teuck load of canned goods and potatces into the mess
kall and kitchen. Again my heavy clothing made this unpleasant,
because of the great amount of walking with the boxes inside
the warm buildings, Yet at 4 A}, I spent a half-hour outdoors
heside the “dead” generater, at 30° below zere. This -ﬂl:l1:l|:-|.c
indoor and outdoor job was not the best, and I did not grieve
over its transfer to the mechanic. Bince the kitchen duties will
be much Hghter now that Camp 62 has departed, undoubtedly
the mechanic will not be expected—as [ wae—to carry boxes
of grocerles, peel potatoes, and wash dishes and pans. I really
telieve I gave the meat grinder the only washing It had had in
two weeks, and I never eat ground meat anymora. In fact,
many of the men—without my seying a word—have taken to
eating at the transportation restaurant across the read.

' The route of the telephone line up the creek bed to the south
talls for nething but compressor drilling and dynamite blasting
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in elther solid rack or frozen boulders and clay. Even an {nex-
perienced man lilke myself can soon fgure out that te deill s
single hole five feet deep in solld rock and fill it with seven sticks
of dynamite is net geing to make a hole large enough, and
straight enough en the line, to hald the telephone pole, While
the compressor iz there, that is the time to drill from two to
four holes, Why don't they? Because the dynamite man uses
28 a detonator two dry-cell batterles which he earrles in his
pocket. He touches the two wires of his lead wire to these
batteries. The power thus generated is not sufficient to set of
two charges; a fact which a certain digger did not enjoy after
he struck & “cap” with his crow-bar, only to find with it the
wires leading to two sticks of dynamite, all of which he was
standing on. o the compressor has been drilllng one hele only;
after the digger removes the rock frem the hole, it i3 almost
always found that the hole is away off the line, and even if it Is
not it requires one or twe more dynamite blasts, There is noth
ing left to do but to tie a bundle of sticks of dynamite together,
usitally five, lay them in the bottom, cover them with rocks
and snow, and touch them off, We did that twice to my hole
alone yesterday afternoon, and even then I had to widen it for
twe nours with the crow-bar, after a total of about seventaen
sticks of dynamite. I gathercd from the foreman that there is
no battery box or magneto box in Canel, and that he as well
as many of the rest of us wonders why [t 8 impossible to gat
one from the Btates, if this work is eo vital to the war effort,

Yesterdey morning I wak down in my hole in the dark, waork-
ing with the bar, with my ears covered by car-flaps and the
nood of my parka, Suddenly an explosion recked the earth,
and objects begon thudding around, I could not see them in the
sky. end just had to trust to luck I was not hit. One falr-sized
rock iit about ten feot ahead of me; and I keard a “whizz" which
indicated & good-sized one was passing over me. It made a
considerable thud about twenty feet b:gim:l me. I crawled out
of my hole and went over to the foreman, the new Camp Fore-
man being there also. I have always regarded the foreman quite
well, as I knew he would listen to one's protests or remarks.
I told him Henry Lund had alwaye hollowed “Flee” five times,
and that, dark as It was, every one should have a chance to crawi
out of his hale, even though the blast had been a hundred vards
cff. So he informed all diggers to relay the word “Fire” as goon
as the dynamite man uttered it—ths iatter, at that time, being
seemingly unable to do more than mucmur it, The rest of the
day there was a great Improvement, but I notice that as time
goes en the tendency is for each man to climb out of his hole
and gay nothing. That is'especially dangerous when the dynas
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r goes back down the line to blast some hole a second time.
?111[: ;—.aE'-.;n gre not aware he is around; and mlsﬂﬂltlnﬂ the hsr;d'-t
of dynamite is covered with loose stones which fy high and far.
Quite often it is too dark to see these stones clearly, and .;::en
though one is not hit by them the strain of wondering where

they are is considerable,

 This countey must fsirly coze water in the summer, T]]B
Euu]de:‘-sirewn}rhad of {hlsl::rcck spreads from the bases DE ILE
mountains en one side to the base of the roid cut out ':v._tt] -
mountaing en the other side, there being no valley, ::'-zquc.ﬁt ?f
sleng the mountain side above the road, one se2s & patcdlu
Hght green fce, usually about forty fect in length an-:} '“tfmlltmg
up the fifty-degree slope for about twenty Zeet. This u:u e
p;m'alls throughout the region: steep belts of grec?{uu{ mr.me ke
ing [rom mountainside down into creek, ot the Neo I:'I:.1 Tﬂcl
some belts being a quarter-mile long and a hundred yar sd“;'inl
some merely frozen creeks of a dezen feet in width but bor l-:n ]E
the road for a mile or two at such a precipitate angte als W nl':ar
seom to prohibit freezing. The very lalis and ripples of the w ot
are retalned in the green lce, Beside the place where we are En:lhe
working, there is such a formation of green, peminding cumnrz_ e
pictures of the terraces around Old Faithivl geyser, ot i
gurf on the Pacific coast. An oddity which 1 slla..lHj'r'l.lTa I?i-':rL
future, now that we are working away [rom the i‘.-]': R o
is the view of a mountain which appeara at the end Eli-lg t ]:.t h:,:g .
up the river, When I was on night duty, I wou Ulhﬁr e
ghout 2 P.M,, a veritable Egyptian pﬂrnm:ﬂ covered wlir] ts.was
and pleaming in the sunlight, It was the only piace {11.12 ‘al."1' ik
visible, and was a gem to behold, T understand it is ¢ f:J --g‘i g
point between here and Whitehorse, and is approximately 7.2 ¥
feet high, The sharp edge between the two sides of thE pyra}:n:ﬁ
peems perfectly perpendicular from this position, an fnfm::-stud
the two sides of the pyramid looks as smooth as a pane of ir

glass.
A high Chinook wind is blewing tonight.

Dec. 28, 1943

RE 18 considerable agitation among the men because af
?hl:zl%c-ﬂ-:s falling in their midst while it is too dark to sec tn“"?’;
We were busy digging in our holes this morning by t'ru:J g.d
of gasoline lanterns, when the foreman came to each ho -&ds_lnh
meked if we knew where the dynamiter was. It was still as dar
B at midnipht. Some of the men thought that perhaps the dyaa-
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miter had slipped on the icy rocks and stunned himself, and
now was freezing to death; but I suspected he was hiding in
seme hole until it was at least as light as at daybresk in the
States. For 45 minutes the truck went back and forth on the
road, flashing its spotlight on each hole to see if the dynamites
had returned. At the end of that time, and while it was still
deep dusk, I heard an explosion, and eafd to my partner, “They
must have found the dynamiter.” But they had not} the foreman
himself had set off the charge, Later I heerd that Ferrls, one
of the original fourteen of us who arrived at Camp 40 on Nov, 5,
walkeed the mile or so inte camp, and told the Camp Foreman
that he did not come as an agitator, nor did he want to be fired,

but he was not going to stand around those holes while dyna.

mite was being exploded at night. The Inspector happened to
be present, the same man who had related the incident of the
man being killed at 600 feet.

_##i

Jan. 4, 1044

JOE WRIGHT, foreman, quit sbout Dec. 23, Reason : dissatisfac-
tlon over supervislon, That term means primarily : Scott, General
Foreman over the telephone campe and crews; “Duke,” Scott's
recent appointes as Camp Foreman of Camp 76 in place of Halver-
sof, who was demoted (with no cut in pay) to foreman of the
hole diggers of this camp, even as Joe Wright was foreman of
the hole diggers who moved on to Mile 93, It was while Joe's
outfit was camped with us that he decided to pe home (Denver),
Although he bad nothing to say abeut his troubles with Scott,
evaryone knew that he could net get along with such a man,
Like Halverson, Joe was not a bawling, sarcastic, “driving"
foreman, but rather the type for whom workers will work just
as hard (or harder) when he is absent as when he is standing
over them, He was not as educated as Halverson, but both
of them had the intelligence to know how to handle men, A few
days later, Otto, George, and Raker passed through from 93 en
their way to Canol, "to quit or find something better. We've
taken too much manure too long.” They had been part of John
simpson's pole setting crew.  Jehn, althewgh good at heart, had
the "driving" characteristic which Bcott seemed to favor in hls
foremen, ice it was contrary to his real nature, it forced him
to glve many silly orders nnd}rgu through many antics, which
earned ki the title of “Bushy John" The nest dnl-,r Heltman
Had a "run-In" with our naw E-a.mp Foreman, "Duke," and quit.
Thus in 48 hours four good workers, strong, reliable, and con-
sclentious, quit primarlly because of this “driving" characteristic

g2

which had already so aroused the men wha forced “Duke” to let
Donovan go down the road. Then came the climax, "Duke’
fired Halverson, Mest of the men did not hear of it until rendy
te go to work in the moerning. Almest all the men were diza
gusted | but there was no time te get erganized Into action, Alzo,
Halverson had not fully regained his strength after his attack of
fiu last December, and many men thought that pechaps, like Jog

- Wright, he might be glad to get home, But just when it scemed

that the men could not or would not be able to express to " Duke"
their feelings about his policy, he came into my bunkhouse about
gcmie maktker, and the tﬁmu of ue who were there proceeded to
tell bim in no uncertain language, One asked for a transier to
Cancl. I had elready been asked by “Duke™ to come inte his
office. and when I later did he asked me whether I cared to be
“bull cook" for the wire-stringlng crew, which hed just pulled
in between us and the road. It seemed that the cook, whe had
known me in Mebrashka, had ssked for me. “Duke™ had bean
very pleasant about all this, His main argument about Helvers
gon was that Halverson wag not axperienced, to which I re-
plied, I thought he was a llneman” “No" he replied, “he was
not a lineman.” It toolk two days for MHalverson ta eatch a truck
for Canol, and T just happened to run into him when I had a few
minutes to spare. Briefly he gave a review of the affair, which
I—having seen his papers—am convinced is true, Not only was
he a lineman, but "Duke" had worked with him in Alaska as a
lineman. I understand that Scott has, for several days, been ab-
sent because he was kept In Canol to de some explaining about
the three men of Simpson's crew gquitting all at one time, Halvers
gzn told me that, contrary to my L-x’qer.tnt:'::'.s, he intended to tell
his side of the story to “Personnal® of B.P.C, as well as to the
War Manpower Board. Mot because hie thought se much of the
job he had lost, but because such cliques, underhanded ways,
and lgnorant "driving” of men ghould be exposed, As for hime-
self, he could get good paying werk in Minnesota, This story
of hls, plus the many men quitting, plus Scott's past record in
Alaska (whers he was practically thrown out of camp by his
men) may cause some chenges. T had heard Scott say he got his
position largely through an Army officer or company official
whom he met in Edmonton while on a drinking patty.

Of the fourteen men who errived at Camp 40 the night of
]"-If-::-v. 5, only four remain "“on the line"; that is, away frem Canal,
They are Ferris, Kenny, Paul, and I. And of these four, only
Ferris and Kenny are wotking "on the line"; that is, actually on
the telephone work. And of these, Kenny has done more kitchen
work during his employment than any other kind, It is possible
that of the group which recently went to Canol: Heitman,
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man, and then turned aside toward the small tree, one could not
gee It at all, A man could easily have lost his eye there, and newver
kniown what struck him. This combined moon-, "cat™-, and truck
light was also uszed every evening, up till last night, Evidently
it was then decided the time lost in shoving at poles already
frozen in their setting, or in digging them up for being too far
put of line, was greater than the time lost in waiting for daylight,
especially as there are many other things which can be done
before daylight,

Camas |

The new pole-setting foreman whao started all this “husry up”
iz alzgo the “riding™ kind, the kind who evidently before the
wat had to recruit his help from among the “winos"” and other
drunks, The first two davs he was prossly discourteois, but
gradually aweke to the fact that he was the most ignovant man
on the pole-getting pang, His final lesson came this alternoon,
I understand, when T wag abzent (I was thizs noon detailed to
this night job). Last evening, he and the new Camp Foreman,
lot us know that when a pole i being canted about in the hole—
that is, 8 man with a cant hook on the pole turns it any distance
up to 180 degrees—the pikes were not to be “grounded" any
more, but were to be jabbed into the pole gs it spun around.
Two of the four pikes are about sixteen foet long, and to jab
accurately with them one ghould be at least fve feet from the
enid, Even then to make it stick into a frozen pole requires con-
giderable force, and it requires even more force when one is
farther still toward the end, in the effert te locate a suitable
“grounding” place or to be in position to kick the pike into
the snow for a “ground.” When, therefore. the pike hita the
pole—always, on this occasion, away off center, in order to be
ahead of the cant man—and the other three men are not braced
for it, the pole ia pushed to one side eo that, when the next
man jabs—as he must, since the peole is still turning and he can't
hold his old “bite”-~he jabs at a pole which suddenly is swerved
to one side, If he misses, the cant man stands & good chance
of receiving the very sharp point of the pike in his spine, neclk,
or head ; at any rate a sharp blow which won't generate brotherly
love in him. Even if the pike man hits the pole, the chances are
it will be such a glancing blow that the pole will be still further
sweng from its orbit and the next man will miss. And if be
misses, the pole will fall, and in this section, where the holes
have had to be dug any way possible to get them down five to
six feet—many of them being from five to eight fest, and more,
across at the top—when the pole fallz it often will fall clear to
the ground. And somebody had better be moving, Thus the poort
cant man, beside the pole, and anyone else who might be with
him to give a shove to the pole when needed, stand an excellent

bl an O Cased, They hasl wsivelled more |"uuLI.l}'.-: ®
(Ml Camol, These dogs aic techered LD yandi from ik |.ﬂrl
wly-consicucosd home of the Sooich-La saian trapper w
[ saw the fn walves—of 4 pack of :'.|I'|_I:-|"'I: the jce of
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—Parges and four Driesel hoass & seen Fram oug
fram Wamrways, the ril-bazad." ! _"Uup rram
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George, Otto, and Raker—some may still be working there.
But in the past, the length of time spent wotking in Canol by
those who were dissatisfied "on the line” has been rather short.
Conditlons as a whole are better there, but the food 1s declared
to be “rotten” Since the “poor system” on the line has already
caused the men to take the first step toward going home, it usuat-
ly is not long before they take the second,

While I was on night shift here, and sleeping in the day time,
1 remember one morning being disturbed by several dymamite
blasts very close by, I knew they were digging holes along the
highway, which is only 25 feet from my caboose. I thought, "I
am safe, because they would surely not blast unless it were safe.”
Across the road, besides the “restaurant” Igloo and the garage,
there are four igleos for truck drivers and mechanies, each hold-
ing eight men, One of the blasts which woke me was especially
loud, The First Aid man, who has his office in the third igloo,
told me about it a fow days ago, “The rock,” said he, "weighed
at least forty pounds. It not only went through the ceiling of
the igloo, but through the desk on which I was leaning, 1f [ had
been seated there, as I usnally am, I'd have been hit, Another
rock, twice ss large, lit in between the two igloos™

Before I changed back from night shift to day weork, T managed
to take a spenge bath in the wash basin, That was my second
bath since about October 30. On Christmas day, a man in my
barrack—the same who quit because of Halverson's discharge—
drew up a petition calling for the immediale evection cf a
building for washing clothes and for bathing, He went around
to all the cabooses for signatures, getting nearly sixty. "If we
don’t have such a building by New Year's Eve,” he told “'Duke,”
Ywo are going. all of us, to gather our laundry together, send it
in to Cancl, and stay in from work until it returns” Since the
laundry is unable to do the work sent in by the men and women
at Canecl alone, such a threat would mean at least a 30- to 8-
day strike. "Give me a weelk, and I'll see what can be done™
gaid "Duke. So he detailed as carpenters three men who al-
ready were drawing wages equal to those of a carpenter, and
they proceeded with great skill and speed. First, they had to
build & sort of garage for the mechanica. Then the bath house
took shape quickly, But there it stands, without a roof or doots;
the lumber which was ordered weelks ago by the carpenter who
first started it and then quit because of illness, has never arrived,

The day I laft the digging crew, I saw a very large wolf track.
Men frequently mention seeing this large track. Oscar, the old
Mortherner in our barrack, said it was a large black “husky™
dog which he has seen, and which evidently has gone wild. But
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i heerd another man say he saw a very large black animal near
b, and 16 was a wolf, not a dog, a fact which could be deter-
mined by comparing their hind quarters.

The wire=stringing crew sald that last week, & few miles down
river, they saw a band of mountain sheep on the crags. and a
lone wolf watching them,

It has been from thirty to ffty degrees below zero the last
geveral days. Day before yesterday, many of the wire-stringers
balked at going out, and their truck did not leave ecamp until
after §:30, Their (and mine, now) foreman talked with them ln
a sensible way; I did not listen In, but I do know that had Scott
managad it, there would have been trouble. As it was, a few
stayed in; but the only man talking of quitting ie a lineman who
froze the backs of beth hands a few days age, and is afraid they
will be tender all winter.

The new oll stoves are a great hazard in this cold weather.
Four nights ago the storehouse of the wire-stringers, containing
twa light plants, other equipment, as well as the drying laundry
of several linemen, went up In smoke, at about 8 P, M, The
following afterncon, as I was working ffteen foet away, a gallan
can of "diesel" came flylng out the door of a nearby caboose;
and when I locked in, the floor was covered with flames, The
flames outside we guenched with snow and a fire extinguisher,
while the young man inside quenched those there with water.
He had taken the full can of “diesel” and dashed some on to a
wood fire, and flames leaped up to the can, ever his arms, and
seared his eyebrows, The following morning, at the same caboose,
I poured some "diesel" out of another can on to the wood, and
touched a match to it. It Aashed up into my face, burning my
eyelashes. All three cans of this "j]:scl” I had taken from the
bettom of a barrel which the previous “bull cook" had emptisd
by pump into the barrels beside each caboose for the use of the
oil stoves. From then on, I never empty the dregs of a “diesel”
barrel. I understand that a few weeks ago a trucker was told to
fill up the empty porticn of his diesel truck, and by mistake
filled it with gas. Since I have never seen any signs designating
gas, white gas, or diesel, I am not surprised at his mistake, 1
alse remember Joe Wreight's tale about the 200 deums which were
dumped out, because they could not refine the gas from the diesel.
The cil stoves are hazardous in this way: they are so slow in
warming up that the average person opens the valve and allows
a stream of diesel to pour into the stove, If he happens to be a
"bull cock” and has to run on to the next caboose, he leaves a
fair stream of diesel lowing, because experience has shawn that
as long as the stove is cold, merely dropping diesel in drops per-
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Gc-::-:l_'-:r:. Cito, and Raker—szome may still be working there.
But in the past, the langth of time spent working in Canol by

those who were dissatisfied "on the line™ hag been rather short, -

Conditions as a whole are better there, but the food is declared
to be "rotten.” Since the "poor system” on the line has alesad
caused the men fo tale the first step toward going home, it usua.{
ly iz not leng before they take the second, I
While T was on night shift here, and sleeping in the day time,
I remember one morning being disturbed by several dynarmies
blasts very close by, I knew they wers digging heles along the
Bighway, which is only 25 feet from my cabscse. I thought, "t

am safe, because they would surely not blast unless it were safe.” .

Across the road, besides the “restaurant™ igloo and the ERTEZE,
there are four igloos for truck drivers and mechanics, each hold
Ing elght men. One of the blasts which woke me was especially
loud. ‘Tha F!ﬂ}: Aid man, who has his office in the third iglog
told me about it a few days ago. "The rock,” said ke, “weished
at least farty pounds. It not only went through the cai]in:é' of
the igloo, but through the desk on which I was leaning. If I had
been seated there, as I usually am, I'd have been hit. Another
rock, twice as large, lit in batween the two igloos,”

Before I changed back from night shift to day work, T man

to take a sponge bath in the w;ﬁ:]: bagin, Th}.;t wasl my 1&?&23
bath gince about October 30. On Christmas day, & man in my
barrack—the same who quit because of Halverson's discharge—
drew up a petition caliing for the iwmedicte erection of a
building for washing clothes and for bathing. He went ateiind
ta E!]1 the cabooses for signatures, getting nearly sixty, "If we
E-::-nt have such a building by New Year's Eve,” he told “Duke,"
we are going, all of us, to gather our laundry together, send it
in to Cancl, and stay in from work until it returns,” dince the
lmundry is unable to do the work sent in by the men and women
at Caﬂq! alu::e.la-.:c:h & threat would mean st least a 0. to 60-
day strike, “'Gu.re me a week, and I'l see what can be done”
sald "Duke, S0 he detailed az carpenters theee men whao als
ready wera drawing wages equal to these of a carpenter, and
E‘;EI_I}" proceeded with great skill and speed. Firat, they hé.-:i ta
tc-u-:-‘]d ﬁ sert of parage for the mechanics. Then the bath house
o k at ahpa quh:lkl}r. But there it stands, without a roof or doors
J ¢ iumber which was ordered weeks ago by the carpenter who
75t started it and then quit because of {liness, has never arrived,

The day I left the digging crew, I saw 1
. ' B very large wolf track.
ir'rhn frequently mention seeing this large tra:i. 6.'““. tlwcra;]d
ertherner in our barrack, said it was a large black "h';-:sk}-"
dog which he has geen, dnd which evidently has gone wild, But
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1 heard another man eay he saw a very large black animal near
kare, and it was a wolf, not 2 dog, a fact which could be deter-
mingd by comparing their bind guarters,

The wire=stringlng crew said that last week, a few miles down
river, they saw a band ef mountain sheep cn the crags, and a
lone wolf watching them.

It has been from thirty to Afty degrees below zero the last
several days. Day before yesterday, many of the wire-stringers
balked at going ouk, and thelr truck did not leave camp until
after 9:30, Thelr (and mine, now) foreman talked with them in
a sensible way; I did not listen in, but I do know that had Scott
managed it, there would have been tr':'-ulb[g- {'Ls itlwza, a fow
stayed in; but the enly man talking of quitting is a lineman whe
froze the backs of both hands a few days ago. and is afraid they
will be tender all winter,

The new ofl stoves are a great hazard in this cold weather
Four nights ago the storehouee of the wire-stringers, contalning
two light plants, other equipment, as well as the drying loundry
of geveral linemen, went up in amoke, at about & P. M. The
En:|]1|:-1.'l.':ir|¥,r afternoon, as I was working fifteen foet away, a gallon
can of "diesel” came flying out the door of a nearby caboose;
and when I locked In, the floce was covered with fames. The
Alames outside we guenched with enow and a fire extinguisher,
while the young man inside guenched thoss there with water.
He had taken the full can of "diesel” and dashed some on to a
woed fire, end flames leaped up to the can, over his arms, and
seared his eyebrowe, The following morning, at the game eaboose,
I poured some "diesel” out of sncther can on to the wood, and
touched a metch to it, It flashed up into my face, burning my
eyelashes. All three cans of this "diesel” I had taken from the
bottom of a barrel which the previcus “bull cook™ had emptied
by pump into the barrels beside each caboese for the use of the
ofl stoves, From then on, I never empty the drege of a "dicsal”
barrel. I understand that a few weeks ago a trucker was told to
fill up the empty portion of his diesel truck, and by mistake
filled it with gas. Bince [ have never seen any signs designating
gas, white gas, or dlesel, I am not surprized at his mistake, 1
also remember Joe Wright's tale about the 200 drums which were
dumped out, because they could not refine the pas from the diesel,
The oil stoves are hezardous in this way: they are so slow in
warming up that the wamig-a person opens the valve and allows
A stream of diesel to pour into the stove, If he happens to be a
"bull eook” and has to run on to the next caboose, he leaves a
fair stream of diesel Aowing, because experience has shewn that
a8 long as the stove is cold, merely dropping diesel in drops per-
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mits the firs to die out. While he is absent (or any other pors
sen), suddenly the fire takes hold, and the stove-ful of dinze]

turns Into a furnace, Often the fre will die during the nighs, -

ieaving the diesel to drip all night, The next morning, when the
fire is lit, there is trouble and no way to handle it, If s fire hap.

pens to be extinguizhed while the plate is hot, never fiood it with i

diesel in the effort to relindle i, Lest evening I was trying o
make contact with one fickering Aame by thus floading it, with
my eye a good two feer above the small hole at the top of the
atove. Suddenly thers was a flash, and flame seared my only uses
ful eye, but not enough to injues It All cabooses in the old Camp
78 have been converted to ofl, becauss whers th oy are going there

is no wood. But two of the five stoves in the wire-stringer’s

crew are wood-burners, and the men of the ather thres cabooses

are Etalking about ripping out their oi! connectlens ang burning
waod.

The high, dumpling-shaped mountains on the rord south of
camp are absolutely deveid of vegetation, They are purely and
simply mountaing of rock, Even the creek bed, up which the pips

line and telephone line go, has nothing in it but a small shrub
novw and then,

Jan. 5, 1944

THREE £0-FT. poles have been set in this camp for a radio broad.
casting station. Camp 76 is the first pumping staticn on the pipe
line, and I understand the purpose of the radio station is 1o pris
vide perfect synchronization between the pumping at Canel and
the Iifting from this station. If there i5 mat guch synchroniza.
tion, the pipe hes to be “bled” of the ol which has been pumped
into it. There iz a rumor that such a tystem so far has not
worked acrose the Mackenzie River; but the fact that anather
radio statlon is being erected about Mile 172 would indicate that

they have greater faith in radio heore than between Norman Walls
and Canol, A

A foreman related an incident which, if rue, shaws the lack of
judgment the Army sometimes shows. In his airplane trip be-
tween Ft. Bt. Jobn and Camnel, three excallent airmen, Army
fliers, had command of the plane, But of the three, not one had
ever made thiz trlp; they had no idea of landmarks, pealks, pose
sible emergency landing places, etc, They entered an immeanse
cloud of fog, and turned to the left and to the right, and ross ta
10,000 feet in an effort to escape it. Finally, since the fog was so
dense that the ends of the wings could barely be seen, and time
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ing, the three excellont fliers decided to go down an
t::.?-; E?;:Tc? tThhe;.r sanlk to 100 feet, with the latge load ni{cm]-
iana holding their breaths for fear of ramming ”"t‘:’_z“. P'zﬁ’. ;rar::
pluff, At last, a flier eaw the blue line of the M:_‘.t:ke.:a:a Riv {a‘d
a distance, The foreman sald that even if the pilets had I..m:! -
him they were lost, he would essily have guessed -“',.“pf:i :ﬁ:hi
after the sharn turn the plane made toward the r:vfr.ha.,. i
inereased speed. If one of the threa fllers had been over E er rr:d.
the livas of a score of men would have been far lesg endangered.

Letter Days for me: About Dec, 25, Duckett, the man who
{aﬁ-.ia:]s gnail for t}tr:,e telephone crews, and acts as speciel ﬂﬂﬂuilel‘i
ete,, for the foremen, Camp Foremen, and for Scott, the Enl;m .
Foroman, and for Andergon, the Superintendent, arrived about
11 P.M, while I was on night duty. Seme late poker plﬂz."nrg'la-'lﬂ-
pened into the mess hall where I was waiting for the nekt chore,
and sald Duckett had a few pairs of ordinary mittens los salarm
Scott's caboose, I bought the large size and a pair gf f-!-'uném
fillers, for the same amount I had been charged at ﬂﬂﬂlTIDF
hunting mittens (three-finger style) and cofion fﬂl:a:E- e
eotton fllers were supposed to be sold for 55 cents, and ‘:BIE
about the quality one would expect to buy in the States for ;
or 20 cents. {Canada probably has a tarlff on U. & cotton,
When I returned “to the line™ I put fwo pairs of woaleti
fillers in those mittens; but I was never teally happy about
it for thinking of all the misery 1 went through at Cam l‘iﬂ
and Camp 62 with my huntet's tt‘alitE:'...:.. with the ED’EML:- a ,':.:5
at Arst and later with my woolen gloves placed inside :E
cotton, Since plking peles Is exeruclatingly cold on the h'f;“ﬁ.',
clad hands, one can Imagine the misery [ want through wit
hunter's mittens, Each time I would remove them from one or
both hands, the other men had to wait en me to worm my fingers
Into their ecrowded depths. The foreman must have talen P:t:&'
en me, for Halverson (at that time Camp Foereman) sent il
for me to come into his cabaoss, where he loaned me his dicsel-
seaked regular mittens, They were too small to hold two fllers,
and with one filler they were colder still than my weelen gloves,
for any Jeather soaked with oil is useless in this climate; that 1z,

il one has to grip anything tightly. Thus, I worked fifty days

W ittens that should not have been offered for sale nerth
&Eeﬁjeqagra?ka. Yet the commissary at Canel had & great pile of
them, and on every trip the commissary truch made out to 111:|_13ﬂﬁ:
eréws a large stack of those hunter's mittens was the first thing
which met their eye. Since everyone had to have mittens of E.?IHEI
sort, many of these worthless items were sold—with the cotton
fillers priced at 55 cents.

Another Red Letter Day was the eve of Dec, 14, one menth
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ani fI:II'l.I'I:' days after I had ordered a peir of size 13 overshees fros
En.tu_ns at Winnipeg. A few days after arrival at Camp 40, v.rhE'.:
Jablbing with the cutting end of my bar in the darknsss, T cug a2
hale twa inthes across the end of my right overshoe, I fousd
seme clectriclan's tape, and laid four strips around the front .:—;
of the overshoe, on the inside, then folded some cardboard ba.

hind it so that my shoe would apply prossure against the tape,'

In a few days the tape came out, and pfterwards ecash mavnin

I would fold paper into the overshos, All this time I was suIT-:-a:
iy greatly from the cold in both faet, hut especially in the rigﬂt
Decause of the snow which came through the cut snd melted
Finally, after I found two toes frost-bltten, I decided te Investi.

gate again whether the commissary man at Edmonton had told!

me the truth, He had sald this evershoe would not =o aver ths
cloth shog ]Im 1ssued me, and that he had no other sizes of ovas
shoes and shoes, but that Canel would [ssus me the propar sizes,
I had already worked some at getting the overshoss ovep the
¢cloth shoes, after Canol had failed to glve me any other sizes
Pl.lf my leathor work shoes actually threatening to freeze my
ivet, I zat down one night with the intention of either gotting
the overshoes over the cloth shoes or tearing them to pieces.
After an hour or more I succesded, and left the two topether for
four days until they were so wet that I had to tear them apart,
(For one of the rules of the Narth is to dry everything out
every night: overshoes, shoes, socks, mitten liners, and prefers
ably underwear.  All old-time Northerners wear pajemas; and
ofie reason the newcomers have so much difficulty with the clis
mate 15 that, because of limited baggage space, the}r' htve na
pajamas, and wear their woolen underwear to bed in those warm
heﬂ-lszcks. which in themeelves are olten too warm inside theze
gmall cabooees.) For five long weeks I waited for MUY overs
Eil.iie:n{mm Eatr:;}'s. gotting froatbitten toes, and bony callouses
my crowding i

H't'ﬂ-ﬁ- i-:-::{tjulnlng socks ingide my shones, Finally the package
cated that It was a full-grown man who had ord

a pair ef size 13 babier' overshoes. When Etutiidﬂ:'.];? ﬁn:;]d;i
understocd the postmaster to say that packages sent out must
be paid for at the rate of $1.20 pound; so I packed the babicn’
averchoes in my bag containing those itoms seldom used, A fow
days after Duckett had sold me the mittens, he tald me the com-
missary had size 12 overshoes; and I ordered a pale despite tha
fact that the size 12 I had (which Edmonton had stated definitely
were 12) wauld not go over my cloth shoes, When the new overs
shoes arrived, they went over them edtily, a fact which shows
gither o remarkable variation in sizes, or a proficiency in fib.
bing on the part of certain commissary men. Lest one should
think a size 13 overshoe must be an enormous boat to carry
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among other items which should have indie:

around, last night my second order arrived from Haten's, Includ-
ing my size 13 overshoes and size 12 cloth shoes.  And the latter
ace still too small to permit wearlng the half-inch felt insoles
which every Northerner considers indispensable, and which a0
far I hawve oot been able to woear, In beief, one should allew at
leagt three sizes between his ysual leathar shoe and his Northern
svershoe, to permit the wearing of suitable sochks and insocles,
Tightness of fit in elther footwear or mittens is to be avoided
like the plagus. X knew all that before I loft Rdmonton, and
¢ould have arranged accordingly, had I not been led to think
Cancl would tale care of the matter.

Red Letter Day so far as the project is concerned was about
three days age. Bix Studebaker 6x6's, in much bettor condition
than the usual Canel truck, arrived at Canol from Whitehorse
via this highway. They catried pipe frem Whitehorse, and after
dumping thelr load where needed along the road, continued te
Canol. There they picked up the last pipe which will be hauled
from Canol, Cpening thiz highway to two-vway hauling should
speed construction preatly, Even men c-;;:.—.si.derl::.g quitting before
their contrect expires, ere talking of riding (wath lmited bag-
gaged by truck to Whitehorse, rathar then wait the usual long
tme at Canol for a plane, with the chanse they might be dumped
down at Fort Simpson, or at eoma point along the Alaska High-
way. Hvon at this camp it is not too easy to secure transparta-
tion, The man in my barracks who quit over the Halverson
matter, and Halverson himeelf, spent twao days here befora catchs
ing & ride to Canol.

The rest of the lumber for the bath- and wash-house arrived
today—soaked with diesel fuel, The cne man who bas been left
here in camp to werk on It s getting plenty of the greasy fluid
on his clothes and hands. The samae truck which brought it last
night, brought also a latge supply of ficeproof padding which was
Intended for the engine- and store.-room of the wirc-stfir:_g.ing
crew. Unfortwnately it arrived too late: the caboose so usa
burned up three nigﬁta BED.

Jan. 8, 1944

TELEFHONE SERVICE betwesn this cemp and Camp Canel
wag Inftiated last nlght. O] is said to have reached Mile 26 in the
pipeline. I heard yesterday that all kinds of petroleurn flulds—
such as diesel fuel, gasoline, distillate—can be pumped in the
same oil pipeline without mixing, provided their speed is kept at
3 miles an hour. I heard two Army officers say last night that
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only 106 miles separate the farthermost BP.C, telephone crew
from the nearest Miller Construction Co's telophone craw work.
ing from the Whitehorse end. Of course, there are many miles
of gaps between our varlous crews. Latest word {5 that my former
outAt-=Dhike's dipging and setting crews—will move ahead to
Mile 120 three days hence. That means I shall have to maove sosn
from my lower bunk, with ita privata light at the head, to aa up-
per in the wire-stringers' cook shack, Uppers are alwaye tos
warm, and especlally so in a caboese wsed by cooks, who be.
cause of their lighter clothing and thinner blocd, wart and need

a warmer temperatute than out-cl-door men. I have postponed

moving several days for that reason, but now it is compulsery,

We had had an excellent bunch in thiz caboose, until about twe

weeks ago. I had no more than secured the bunk with the pris
vate light than two young men moved in. Since that time I have
averaged not more than five hours eleep per nlght. I have te
arige at 5 AM., and It Is easily midnight before I can get any
sleep with those two loud-mouthed, inconsiderate, foolish apd
vidlgar men around, I felt disposed to weite “youths” instead
of “men," because they give one the impression of ill-bred chil-
dren. Yet the youngest is 21, and the other about 28 or 30 and
the father of two children. The first was rejected by the Army
for a punctured ear-drum: even as Riddle—who during his shert
stay here was almost as inconsiderate s these, though far more
intelllgent—was discharged from the Army for that reszon, The
other man, being a father, has never been called. T cannot undet.
stand the logle of those who would dreft an 18-year-eld Loy, still
in his puberty in many cases, and trying desperately to get a
little education and excuse these three men, who because of their
age and thelr natural strength, feel themselves capable of work-
ing ten hours of day on six hours sleep night after night, and at
the same time spoil the rest of others. This lack of order in tHese
camps is, in my estimation, inexcusable, Many men have lost
thelr tampers and "“blown up” and quit or been fired; others have
jUSt’ gotten tired and decided to o home, all F.l:':ir'r'ln_[;i‘[j,! hecauga
their outleok was distorted for lack of sleep. When Heitman
flared wp at Duke, and quit, it was because of Duke's sarcastlc
language following M mere observation, And after Heitman's
flare=up, a foreman in full command of himself, would have modis
fied his manner, instead of inviting Heitman's reslgnation, This
loss of & good man can be attributed to the fact that Dulke had
been playing polker till late the night previous, and on severa)
nights & weelk since his arrivel. One inconsiderats person in a
caboose, and certainly two, make life miserable for the others.
Some compulsory hours would greatly increase production, and
reduce turnover, = @ il .

Some one will return to the States and say thera was a radio-

i

- ry ling camp; and peeple there will say, “Those
FB‘]T-.:EEEE:]? :tar;:;p.t Acrong 'Hm road, at the transportation “ress
saurant,” a radig-phonograph was installed about -:Ir.:_*eﬁcl weeks
;u;u. I ats dinner thece once because qur dinners :.:.-Ier:: nE-mg l.;f{

ared by a commissary helper pending the areival of & o i
A hill-billy tune was being aumtch;d out en the phenograph,
One night about eleven I went over in the hope of hefrmg EOTTIE
news by radle, Fairbanks, the only station they could get, was

re-broadcasting a Bwrms awd  Alles program. Several ftrucke

drivers were visiting, and as the program was Indistinet no one

aid any attention to it. A few nights age, I went over Hg:{n.
in the hope I might be able to hear something resembling muelc,
The old "cool's helper” was watching two men play checlars;
g0, balieving him to be in charge of the machine, I askad Hr_n o
play the phencgraph, He put on a hill-billy record, and tl.un_ed.
the switch, Nothing but an unendurable series of scratches end
wheezes came out of it.

“Burely it runs better than that," I ventured.
“Been too many fellows bangin' it arcund, hal hal" he laughed

in such a silly way I was provoked, “Mow that's the cnly gol- |

durned tune in the whele lot wuth & damn,”

"Yes," I eald, “but doesn't 18 aeed a new needls, or iz the repros=
ducing arm sp rung, or maybe your radlo reproducer Is not turned
on the right way " L "

"I don't knew a goldurned thing about the goldurned thing,

he laughed, “Nope. Jist need a new machine, 1 guess. H{ter
a while he stepped into the kitchen, and I sat down in the p]ur;e
he hed oceupied before the machine while it was t]l:u.;.ra!'ng'hh.a
faverite. He began whistling the hill-billy tune in the kitchen,
and continued te do so at intervals for the fellowing four hours,
just the one tune and no other. As he had been working there
at night since Dec. 1, his statement that he did not know any-
thing about the machlne exzsperated me, To ap_c:'.d tan howrs
every night, with practically nothing to do and with hardly any
company, and not understand thul simplest thing abouwt the ma-
chine, was a sign of idiocy. And his silly laugh at the end of each
of his statements rather corroborated this description, 1 went
inta the kitchen and found some toilet tissue, with which I
cleaned a record as well as possible while it was running, I
wiped the lint and dirt off the old needle still in the anm (there
were two others in the small receptacle on the machine}, But
when I turned it on it still agonized the listener, The various
dials on the front of the radio I did not exactly comprehe nd, but I
teied different levere and dials until I ascertained thera was noths

3|

—— T




ing wrong there. I hald the reproducer arm with my hand and
found that I could clear the tone up as well as one could reasomn.
ably expect with a worn-out needle, At first I thought the arm had
been sprung, but after playing two or three records of differens
makes I ascertained that the needle had to be set at differen:
depths for different types of records, Therg were about $100.00
worth of records, many of them relatively undamaged as the

had not played those still in the albums as much as the hill-billy
tunes left in the epen. By clearning the record and the needle
each time, and adjusting the needle for different types of records,
I spent a rathker plessant evening, They would have sounded
batter if T could have sat farther away, where the imperfections

would have been dimmer; but I was afraid the old fellow would

resume his place and begin to seratch away at the pile of hill-billy
tunes. One truck-driver, I noticed, sat for more thap an hong
listening. There was no noise in the room the whele four hours,
Any visitors who came were restealned in thele talk, The Eudolph
Friml melodies, the Jerome Kern medleys, and the Victor Her-
bert album I played almost in their entirety,

As I was leaving I said to the night cock, “Who is reaponsible

+ for that phonograph? There are many fine records there whick

will be ruined by playing an old needle, Why don’t they order
some new needlen? “I don't know," he replled. "When the
maching wes installed, it had one needle good for 150 playing
hours. It was all 'shot’ in no time. Someone dug up these three
old needles from God knows where. They don't have gy needles
at Canol.” "But surely they are for sale in the States, or at Ede
menten,” I suggested. "I don't know," he replied, which is the
commonest answer on this profect, to any and all questions.
Undoubtedly, at ineal time when the waiter turns on the phong.
Eraph, or alter meals when anybody who cares to grabs a record
and gterts the machine, the same shrieking and scratching comes
out, just es with the old man who had been beside it for three
waeks and did not know. what was the matter with it.

i

" WINTER ROAD DRIVES THROUGH!!!

As the best gift of all for the New Year, the
men in the Line Camps and those especially
in Bill McDermott's gang at the end of the

4 line, presented Camp Canol with a read o

Whiteharse, comglete and ready for use.
The wire, dated January 1st, 1944, was terze

"and to the point; NIGHT CREW HOLED

THROUGH AT 3:00 A. M, STOP RDAD
READY FOR TRUCK TRAFFIC 6:00 TO-
MORROW MIGHT.

And thus is born a 530 mile road between
Carap Canol in MNorthwest Territories and
Whitehiorse in the Yukon Territory—a road
that winds itself threugh narrowing, treacher-
OUs CANVONY, ACTOSE ToAring turh}ﬂm: Tivers,
over craggy, dangerous mountaing; a roada
carved through the toughest country faced
by any group of censtruction workers,

Its completion is a tribute to those men on
tha line who built it, who bulldozad their way
over muskeg and [rozen granite-hacd earth
Theirs was the hard job, and the most thank-
loss, Living under primitive m:lrllilltlcnﬂ, works
ing in all kinds of weather, foregoing many of
the facilities enjeyed by Camp Canol proper,
they did their work with a minimum of
grumbling.

And so to the other B-P-C jobsites and to
the Head Office at Edmonton, the men of the
Line Camps in Camp Cenol present the
Whitehorse Road, probably the roughest,
toughest 550 miles of roadway ever bullt an
the North American continent]

—CANOL PIPER, Jan. 1, 1944
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Jan. 11, 1944

SEVEN STUDEBAKER trucks passed through yeaterday, load.
ed with supplies for Canol, en route from Whitehorss, I heard a
mechanic say lest night a station wagon was staying over night
at the garage across the rosd, and ifs driver had asked him to
come over (he belongs to the “talephone™ outfit, and not to CAmE
portation™) and look at the motor. The machine hed been driven
&ll the way from Edmonton to Whitehorse to Camp 76 A mere
glance at the map might indicate how many miles it had travalled,

o but not under what conditions. A large crane passed under the

telephone wire at Mile 36, and ripped out a large section during
the night; then, for good measure, after the wire had besn fixed,
came back the fellowing day, and ripped It out again. Members
of this crew ropaired it both times, E heard Anderson, the Supt,
say that this crow was to be on the loskout for brealks between
here and Canol, and mend therm immediately, He said that ywasters
day Washington had wanted to talk ta Canol, and when the sec.
ond rip-out prevented it, authorities had jumped all over him.
The way the call was to be made was via Edmonton to White.

horse to Sheldon Lake; thence by radic to Camp 76, thence by
phone to Canel,

Erlc Sanders is leaving four days hence, I shall miss him ter
ribly. He was good company all the way from Los Angeles to
the sawmill at Camp 25, where we dropped him the evenlng of
Maowv, 5, When I came to Camp 76 I just happensd to move inte
the caboose where he was located, His experjence is an fllustess
tlen of one reason why merals on this project has been low, He
has had much experience as a powder-man, and when he filled
out his application at Los Angeles, he devoted most of his space
to those firms he had worked for in that capacity, By the time
he reached the jobesite, the company had had over two months
to check on his statements. But hie was put to work peeling poles.

After two weeks or more he was glven a try-out at Camp 76, as,,
the gecond powder-man; that is, the man who goes along with .

the diggera and blows any holes where the firgt blagt had failed
to crack the rock sufficiently, He was told then that his rating
a5 & powder-man would start as of thet date. Since two weoks
pay is withheld, the failure to get this rating was not made ap-
parent to him until he had worked as powder-man for over thres
weeks. He then went to Scott, the General Foreman, about the
matter; end Scott asked him whether being a powder-man wag
not easier than digging holes with a crow-bar, Ha said all rat.
Ings were suppossd to be made through him, to which Sanders
replied that Anderson, the Supt., was the one who promised to
see about the rating, He managed to control his ternper, and
told Scott he would continue as pewdersman long enough for
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to have éne full week's notice, but that if the
] I:!:: El:;lcnlul n:‘?ir-]j‘l;&:lt ehow the raise he would quit the night uftﬁ-r lz
P-.:.-.a}; paid. His wife had been writing, urging him to mm; :13;;:.
ta her and their three small children. One night at mess, ba i
replied to some man’s jecular remark that "a man h;aﬂ }:p es;ate-
!nri:-:-rt‘.e up here in the first place” by the simple, joshing UK
ment that “I've baen wondering why [ uveﬁr c-:I.HE_EH;‘.EIB;J ]Dﬂﬂi
faw were at table, and one of those was Scatt, ‘:-‘JLE. ;-I.jf p%n; o
ly amusing, but actually sarcastic smile, he said Lou 1}'. Al
to hear, “Well, mister, there are no strings tying -fi IE:EI]'E-D.VE
af the things this war is belng fought for, 1z your 1i e Lg.r= Eucn n
whenever you care to." As this was a commen remars ol b B
it indicated total unfithess for his position, A G'ﬂl’til];l amﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂﬁt
“griping” is always to be expected among a group of mi:k. il
-;:? it being mere joshing anyway. And Sanders rnma._r zi A
purely to make conversetion, The men wanted to iee ﬁ';.“:.;
were vital to the war effort] they wanted to leel that their ¢ i
were appreciated, and that they should stay untilntne %:l.:- il
dene, regardless of pleas from home and lnneamne.-assdn;im s
and children. But I never saw any cvidence of any de 85
malke the men feel as though they were working for anﬁ:.:;. :JIE
but the almighty dellar, outside of a faw loremen who ]:‘ilﬁall.i} .;}..:
came into direct contact with their Jdifficultics, mend aot
Wreight, Halverson, and Bill Sederstrom. Sanders : re:.'f.f e
checks at the new scale, He received a lotter Fiam l'_u.z- w1§ a;e
night, no longer pleading fer, but demanding his rat.]JEn. I:;'*.'l;i";a
will quit Baturday night, Thus the company n}ﬂcla;fd nsl.:l:llnrehr's
ag a powder-man for better than a menth, at ordinacy

WEges,

] ] .l't'-
¢ known of several men who refused work as cooks, Jack
laa]ju-}:;;: r1|‘1=ﬂ. “eat” glinners, ete, because no definite “:DT.I-i r:c::ull_ﬁ
be glven them as to when their new scale would begin, '111};.- m]:;wt
ing both cooks of the old Camp 76 quit, and the l:wl-:'.& :;.' D"hh'.e
‘had charge of the kitchen of the wire-stringing crew 1;:1. :u G o
aver” on shore npotice. One of those wllu:: guit had full néargr.: ;é.
“the kitchen for more than a month, cooking not for just ;{[P i
laut, for about two weeks, for the many men of old E‘-Eilmp muvi!né;
the Lian drivers pulling them) who stopped ]1{:1:{1,: ﬂ-rtrd T
on to Camp 92, His kitchen help were both too E‘-;' ftll_: oot
experienced, and drawing more money than he ui-:-afé ;u Ea :;Ek-
was “Commissary helper,” wheress they were held- a:[n 11!‘ v el
ing by the hour, transierred into the kitchen because of t] ':.L: r:tt:.md
gency. The original cook had proved to be 1:71&1&?}5{_ J?".ﬁ:lld
this commizsary helper had consented to |:}u the bes kr.r.: 2 iy
which was a8 good as that of many others drawing coo E'?mgustl
If he ever got more than a ''commissary helpers” rating, 1
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hawve been just recently. Those experiences, ropeated time after
tima, hurt the morale of the men, The wire-stringlng crew were
surly today, They had just discovered they had recelved no
over-time when they spent the entice night meving, arriving here
at 5 AM. It was the only logical thing they could do at the
time, I heard the foreman say. 1 did not pry into the detalls. The
sum and substance was, they'd have had to spend the night amid
a pile of rocks, in the bitter cold, withour either lights or water.
They were already cold and stiff from the day’s work and a long
ride in the truck, and did not feel like continuing the ride, espe-
cially as they could resume werk on the telephone in the morm-
ing, by keeping the caravan meving, Somecne wlio acted as
though ha had the autherity, told them o keep ent the move all
night, and he'd get them the overtime. But there was nong on
their pay checks,

Scott was here yesterday, looking quite pleasant end cheeriul.
1 understood he has elther resigned or been fired; at least, he
gald to Mick, the second coolr in the wire-stringer’s crow, “Let's
see, Nick. You're from 8t. Louls, aren't you? I'll be there very
shortly,” There was a rumor yesterdey that F.B.L men were on
thiz job somewhere, ferreting out who was responsible for so
much disaffectlon, According to my informant, it may not be
guech men as Scott alone; but some clique above them, whao
merely gelect them because they are the type they need to create
dissatisfaction, and at the same time present the appearance of
having qualified men.

This evening, as I came out of the messhall, T was struck by
the beauty of the scene down the Keele River. A full moon was
about 30 minutes up, and below it was a =oft cloud such &s one
sees in the States In April, Close on both sides rose the rounded,
massive meounteing which border the Keele River, Yet I venture
to eay the same view would not have appeared go beautiful, if
I had been all alone, and defenceless, Only the security afforded
E.]? human asseciation could free one, so that ene could look on
Mature with a Ertend]{: eye. It has been so warm the last few
days that the bed-sacks have been unpleasant in the extroma.
One man reported yesterday that on one side of Hill 52 (Mile
§2). in the shade ift:-r the sun never touches any land except the
mountain tops), it was 48" above. It was ambout 20° above,
here, and at Canol it was zero. In other words, this s a
country of great varfatlon of temperature, and also of wind
velocity. Early in the morning, the past two days, a stiff breese
blew for about an hour, Yet 'u;il the hill, near Camp 92, the wind
has been so strong during this mild weather that the wire-
stringing crew have come home cach evening weary from bats
thing it all day. If ene had a decent bed, instead of a sagping afiair
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s full foot too short, without a pillow, and with a burning woal
hlanket kept close to one’s skin by the same air=proof covers one
would use at 50° below, one could appreclate this climate
rauch mere. As it is, the mild weather is perhaps mare Onetous
<han is zero or ten degrees below, Last night I turned my bed-
sacle inside out, and slept hetween the two cutelde covers, Tet,
when I arose at 5, my night clothes were wet with parspiration.
What one needs, living indoors as we do, are a pair of shoets
and two blankets, in addition to the hed-sack,

Last night, after making merey the whole evening with shrill
camversation which kept everyone from reading or writing letters,
aur Zl-year-old youth decided at 11:30 to cut someo pietures
from a magazine and fasten them to the wall,

Emil, the tall, strong Swede from Minnesota who has bean
sunning the jack-hammer and compressor for saveral months,
gquit today. Jean Billidieux, a slight man (from the same town
as Halverson) wha has been bullding the bathhouse by hiznself
— planning it and doing all the worl, 1n a very greditable manner,
tao, despite the fact that for the past 20 years ha was o furniture
salesman—has been in the quitting mood since Halverson !Eﬂﬁ
He actually seems to have lost weight, and looks more “peaked
and careworn, since the Halverson affalr. As he and Emil were
zood friends, T suspect he will quit soen; I am under the impres-
sion only his rating — which is equal now to that of a heavy-
duty truel driver, “cat” ghinner, or lineman, without any of the
shysical danger — keeps him here, Prior to the building of the
bathhouse, ke was in charge of getting the poles from the places
whara the trucks left them, into the holes, and seeing that the
cross-artas were put on according to the directions on & sheet of
paper which lists every pole by number. This type of work was
quite a leap for a furniture salesman to make, yet this is the sacond
contract in the Neoeth for him. He tells us now and then, with a
amile. how he would take rich draperies into a fine house, sit
down to an electrle sewing machine, and sew and drape as wall
a5 the most feminine of isnterior decorators. He does not apologlze,
gither, for being no mean hand with the knitting needlea. He
welghs about 130 pounds, and is very popular with all classes ol
wotkers. However, there s a friendly war between him and the
“liye and fazz" bunch — including henny — as to what constid
tutes music. He is strictly a devotee of what ke calls “normal’
muslc, as opposed to the “marijuana” type. Some of the younger
bunch, besides being expert at pounding 1t out on pans, sticks,
ete,, and even by veolce, can dizcuss Yemadern misle” rather 1.:;::1!.
and a few can bring in the names of great composers, especially
Tschaikowsky. :

The 21-year-cld youth in our caboose just now polked his head
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ot of the window and yelled “Firel" at the top of his vaice, Now
he is laughing about it, wondering how many men ran out inta
the yard to see where the fire is. And evidently there are some,
to judge by the scunds. Aescp's fablez seem to have gone Inta
the digeard, along with nineteenth-century music. This youth ia
from Minneapolis and can discuss all the latest pictures and
radie programs, naming the stars, I am wondering what we mean
by “education.” .

Last evening I had a tallk with a Linn drlver who has fnished
building a house about fifteen miles north of Ketchikan, Alagha,
In 1939 he went to Alaska with the intention of making a haome.

Ha syent as far sz Seward, then retuened to the States, A '

Ketchikan he had found what he wanted, in the way of climate,
mountain and ocean scenery, and vegetables, He built a six-room
house on a highway which stops only two miles farther on. He
was getting $1.20 an hour at commeon laber there, before coming
here, He gays he raises the finest of potatoes and other garden
stuff. Milk s to be had at 20 cents & quart, However, ke does not
loglk for Ketchikan' to "boom" as other places farther north,
Fishing is the main thing there, he says. Personally, one of the
saddest sights I ever saw was the lumber country in Washingten,
Evidently many people had the same idea this man had; they
built their homes in a paradise. Then the lumber cempanies cut
away the paradize, the townas fell to ploces, the countryside grew
up to ugly fire-blackened brambles, Let us hope grester control
5 enerelsed in Alaska. I saw very little evidence in Alberta that
tha lesson had been learned, Straw stecks by the score had cnly
recently been burned, thousands of acres of timber had Been
deliberately set fire to and burned. I am informed that already
duat has begun to cover fences in the Peace River COUntry near
the town of that name,

Thiz Linn driver (about thirty years old) very quietly said that
the staterments which I had heard, that wolves would not attack
a man, were erroneons. He related s stery of an incident on an
island near Ketchikan, A certaln trapper turned up missing, A
group of men hunted for him, found his bones beneath a tree.
He had been well armed with rifle and pistol, The concluglon
definitely teached was that wolves got him. I teld him that cur
dog here—a female, perhaps hall "husky"—had pleaded so hard
to ba placed in the truck that some of the younger men put
her In, despite the fact that a deg is a salety hazard around a
plking crew. In the evening, no truck showing up, we had to hail
a Jumber truck, and ride about four miles at zers temperature,
The man were cold, and yelling to me to hurey upj but I wanted
te get, the dog inte camp, safe from the wolves, Tt was quite a
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distance to tha top of the lumber; but I managed to get hold
of tha dog and lfe it up, All the time many of the men protested,
saying that wolves would not bother a female dog, I had heard
that before, but did not believe it On the farm bacl in Mebrashka,
coyotes had killed dogs; so it stood to reason a band of wolves
in mid-winter would consider a fat young dog like this a tasty
morsel, I asked the men [rom Ketchikan about it He said that
it the dog was “In heat," there was a bare possibility she might
be left alive; but he himself had had several dogs turn up missing,
and the suppositicn wes that welves got them. “One must
gimply ramember," he said, “thet these wolves—some of which
are eight feer from nose to tip of tail—are fereclous., You fool
gafa in this cemp, but actually you would not be safe, alone at
night, & mile down that roed” I had, at that moment, jJust res
turned from a walk down to the spot where the wolves bad
killed the mountain sheep. It was a beautiful moonlight night,
0 warm the snow was melting,

L .

Jan. 15, 1544

I AM STANDING up as I weite, as this notebool is resting on
the second tier of a steel two-bed bunk, on which are 1F§1=§
two mattresses and my bed-sack., All this makes a guite hig

writing desl. Might before last I went to the new foreman E:IE
the wire-stringers’ crew (the old one had been appointed General
Foreman to replace Scott), and asked him about gome rumors
I had heard concerning some of the men moving to Camp 82
the rext mornisg. It developed, after some moments of guestlon-
ing, that I was to go along. Early the next mormng I hurried
arcund getting the three cabooses ready to travel, twa for Camp
93, and one for the road-building gang. As I had had my hands in
warm watet a grest deal the past two weeks, scrubbing and
washing windows, g5 well as in warm mittens while doing work
that was not cold, my hands had lost thelr resistance to Irllglrl
temperatires, By the time T had pulled four chains tightly, helped
fazten two “line-wlres” around tengue and bumper pole, fastened
a light chain around the bumper pole and from tunher to runner
or the front of the rear caboose, ete., my fingers had been
“frozen” and warmed up a half.dozen times. That is, warmed-
up by the common practice of curling the fingers inta the pali
UF the hand, The worst feature of such jobs as “bull cook” 1s
thiz Hving and wurkin% in two climates: cne day washing
windows inside warmly-heated cabooses; the next rolling bas-
rels of diesel fuel around the yard, trousers and mittens wet with
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digsel, or—as in this instance—gelpping stee]l chaing tightly
for leng periods long bofore deylight, and at 25°% below, The
young lineman who worked with me (in fact, in the taske
cniumerated he took the lead, having helped move before, and
having the line cutters so essential in handling that tough twist
ing stuff called “line-wire"), worked several monthe near Fair-
banks, and has his application in with Standard Ol for a job
as & careteker of one of the pumping stations aleng this line,
or at least one around Fairbanlks. He sevs that his wife, a MNor-
weglan girl, is favorable to the idea, he having shown her about
a thousand pictures of the country around Fairbanks. He thinks

that section hes a good future, Fine vegetables grow there; but

the strawberries and wild blueberries, which grow to astonishe
ing size, have no sugar in them. However, he saye, just add a
little sugar to them, and they are very good. He says the com-
}aan.}r will put three nice houses at each pumpling station, one
or each man taking care of an 8-hour chift., The children of
the three families will be educated at distant schools, away from
the family, at the expense of the company,

This young man and I hurried around like mad to get every.
thing ready, so that the Linn could be hitched on early, It was
to be & hard pull “up the hill" and “down the hill” the 17 miles
between Camps 76 and 93, and there were some jokes passed
to mo about ik

“How are you going to get there before night, when I saw a
Linn stuck with just a load of pipe en top of the hill?" one asked.

“I wouldn't ride one of those cabooses on that trip for BEQ"
ene older man said 1o me at breakfast,

We wasted two hours waiting for the Linn, which needed a
small amount of repairing in our “telephone" gerage, just at
the time when the mechanics hed to got the clectric generator
to polng again go that dinner could be prepared. Without the
electric apparatus to eperate the oll burner on the kitehen stove,
the Rey Burner ip a total loss, A little time was saved by a
second Linn, which had one track in such poor tondition it could
not hazard such a trip as this, but could pull end haul the
cabooses back and forth until they were fastened together as

tightly es possible. We ate dinner in Camp 76, and finally, at
1130, wwe Bet out,

The Linn has 150 horsepower. We lost about 30 minutes,
when one of the heavy wooden blocks en the slde of a caboose
jammed agalnst a rock on the up-hill side of the cut, when we
had to move far over to permit a pipe truck to pass. Thiz hap.

Ed

pened on @ curve, at a place where the slope was so Tittle that
the cabooses would not slide downhill, 8o we had to cracle the
rock off as well as we could with the hammer end of a hatchet.
It was after four o'clock when we passed Camp BZ, a barren
spot high on the pass “over the hill"' Back of us a range of
mountaing loomed up, somehow——pethaps foolishly—reminding
me of the summer sguash known as “scalloped” squash. The
gunlight still shone on them; and back of them, and to both
sides, nothing was to be seen but a mass of deep blue, divided
in the ¢center by a leng horizontal ¢loud—lower in eltitude than
we wore—which gave the appearance of a recf separating the
two halves of an enormous sea, Above the farther half of the
“sea' was the horizon's northeastern coloring at sunset: deep
pink ranging upwasd into green, As the dusk grew deeper, this
sunset rim, extending a quarter way sround the entire horizen,
grew deeper red, falling graduslly into purple. At this time
the Linn was having plenty of trouble, and there were times
when I thought we'd have to walk back to Camp 22. I did not
dislike that idea, for I thought we'd atrive at Camp 93 so late
that by the time we had shoved the cabooses around inte posis
tion, !'!:.s.u:n:d. the electric light wires, let down the steps, got
gome diesel fuel to put inte the fuel tanks, and—ccldest job
of all—loosened those cold steel chains, and removed the heavy
iron tongue and bumper pole and hoisted them up on top of
the Linn, it would be so late that I'd not even want to eat ap

supper, All our possessions inside the caboose would be “oue
hell of a mess,” to put it in the common patlance of the linemen.
I had myself pone through both cabouses and moved everything
that was loose [rom the walls, placing them on the floor or inside
the bed-gsacks. Two electric light bulbs which I fastened securely
at the start of the trip, had crashed to the floor at the end.

The driver of the Linn was the man I had talked with con-
cerning wolves, the man from Ketchikan, He keptl the Linn
weaving from cne side of the road to the other, seeking every
advantage, The snow “on the hill' was much heavier than at
Camp 76; but, although Parrett, the driver, claimed the Linn
pulled better in heavy snow, he had tough going from Camp 82
to the first slgn of "Hill 90" This first sign marks the beginning
of the descent, At that point you feel that you are at the top
of the world, Far below you, to the west, a valley stretches out,
topped with what you think is a never-changing canopy of fog
ar low cloud Eventually, after you have reached the bettom, you
learn that It was the reflection of a fairly level stretch of snows
covered terrain, which, in the dusk created by the enormous
range of mountains wost of it, caused you to :'rtlﬁaglr.ﬂ that it
might ke an inhabited, table-level, valley. As we climbed the last
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mile or so toward the first sign of “Hill $0—Third Under Drive,”
waves gimilae to the heat waves of the Btates danced off the snow;
but they were “cold waves,” caused by the rapid lowering of
temperature after the sun went down, This was the first ground
(or snow) I had come in contact with for at least six weeks,
which had felt the direct rays of the sun, We had arrived at
it too late to see the sun; so today, Jan. 15, i3 the frst view
of the sun itzelf T have had for at least that peried of time, It
seema strange, too, becavse, since we are in a valley, I naturally
expect to be in the shadow of some mountains, that havirg been
my previous experience here, So far, enly the tops of the moun-
tains have been touched by sunlight, Bat this is a wide velley,
or low reglon; and the mountaine which vesterday seemaed to
hem in the valley, today seemed far away, Over their rim, the

aun ehone so long that several of the men working on the line
wore their snow-glassas,

Early in the descent, Parrett stopped the Linn and put rough
lock chains on the front runmers of the rear cabeose. Murray
the young lineman, having suffered a headache frem the furmes
of the dissel engine while sitting in the cab, and also hegauss
1t was nls "tucn,"” took m{_p]m‘.t in the front caboose, and 1 went
to the cab. I enjoyed thizs much more, as it was about 15°
below zero, and to see any scenery from the caboose one had to
stand in the open doorway, Also I was glad for the changs
because, on the descent, Parrett stepped up our speed, Indeed
he stepped it up so much that at one point he ran the Linn off
into a snowbanlk at the upper side, saying with a grin, T always
do that on this hill, when I ean't hold them eny other way."
We passed sign "Hill 90—S8econd Under Drive” and two more
like 1t, each about a mile apart, The Wl wae an inclined plans,
too steep for direct descent, and the road down it was a series
of eectlons almost straight in line; that is, zig-zag, And they
were connected by almost right angle turns. Parrete was so
much st home dragging cabocses down this descent that he
took these curves at about eipht miles an hour. At each one
I would ::-Eprm the deor and lean out so as to leok past the first
caboose, for past experience had shown thet usually Murray
could be seen trotting along behind the caravan. He was wortied
about those rough-lock chains, and on lis signal I told Parrett
twice to stop the Linn, for he had either broken or lost a chain,
The last time I told him he said, “Tell him to get in the caboose.
Wa're going in" By this time it was well past supper time, and
the eccupants of the cabooszes (who had been hauled to Camp 93

: after their day's work) were probably wondering where they

were going to sleep. Also, we were cold, tired, and hungry,
S0, in we came to Camp 93, with only one rough-lock chﬁ;';
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{which condition threw the rear caboose askew). A flashlight

in the road slgnalled us to turn right, where we parked *.J:m'!.
we had eaten supper, Then a truck was called to pull a "dead’

teuck out of the way, two of us grabbed a long timber and held
up an glectric wira, and the caravan moved around the camp-
aite to & eloping area and stopped en the sdge of a small feld
of lce, Mone of us knew this was a feld of lee, bordering—of all
thingsb—a river, untll the next day at neon when in the light
of day one could seo that as he scrambled down the slippery
ateps of the two cabooses he had better continue to wateh his foot-
ing, because that innocent-looking snow actually covered ice, and
In places—hales. One hole about six fect from our cabosse I lo-
cated today was about three feet deep, I covered it with a plank;
but some utghht, in the dark, amid the rush for the dining hall
(since the table here is set from two to three times) somebody
may push against the plank, slide into the hole, and break his leg.
The main channel of the rlver flows about twenty feet from our
docr; end each morning, by meonlight, I help another man Hll
four barrels with water from a hele at the small bridge just
forty yards downstream. All the parbage and dish water from
the kitchen are thrown on to this ice field, and there iz a falrly
steep slope leading from the garbage to the stream, above the
water-hole, But no one s worried about it, because it probably is
{rozen long before any of it reaches the water, On the other hand,
the water of the river flows Iree of ice much of ita length at
this altitude. It is strange to hear the gurgle of a brook
(for that is what it is at this season), and to foe @ clowd of
ateam every three hundred yards, when the temperature is
forty below.

Jan. 16, 1944

FOUR CABOOSES from Camp 76 arrived tonight. They nciuded
the cabocss that I occupied a month and a half, and which held
that wenderful lower bunk with private light which made life
worth Mving for all of three weeks, Now I have the highest
upper bunk in camp, as the upper of a steel bunk is about six
inches higher than the upper of & bullt-in weoden bunk. The
ventilator (a stove-pipe which iz stuffed full of rags at this
time of year) comes down within 12 inches of my bed-sack.
I have built a small shelf near the head, and within five Inches
of the ceiling, to hold an alarm clock which I have borrowed as
leng as it iz my lot to awake the entire camp each morning
(omitting the cooks)., Between this stoveplpe and the shelf I
have to control my movements, both in going to bed and upen
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being ewakerned in the morning, As T tia the string "
to the "collac™ of the bedsack, E;lr-l:l'ind iy naeck tca:?::%f ritgt]::h:i
‘;:nal: ti‘:e wioolen flaps will stay up arcund my neck and sho u]-ﬂ:ers
can't "',mk‘? any violent movements when the alarm goes of
IFY do, I m likely to knock the alarm clock off to the foor; and
]:erE. whera they can't ke bought at any price, that w.;-ﬂg
{:rﬂuﬂ.b]}' cause me to be excommunicated. T tle myself into the
a:ﬂfﬁ;l:hfeséﬂta the heEt which iz held near the iow ceiline
i becauvse, at 30 or 35 below—a: ikt
by four AM. a man needs thosa zmall :vgi:‘::?ﬂﬂlaaﬁg !;-:I'El::".:::
his neck, He would like to have a eap over his bald spot and
Jl'_ldged‘ over his ears; but without 2 ladder to et up with it is
difficult to have all the conveniences of civilization close at.harn;i.

Although Camp 93 was established about a month ape, §
;mtf -.E:tnt:] tm:ugk'.t that heat was provided for the tﬂfﬁﬁ#éiﬁﬁ:
3 E-'a something to do with it. The next day after my arrival
_feard a commissary helper complain about the frightful cald
of the toilet and the fact there was no light, Although I was
ﬂ:a:thnlly an assistant to the resldent “bull cook” so long 85
'g wire-stringers remain here, and therefore aubject to his
?r}] ?;-st. I made some peinted remarks in his prezence about the
: h]:l-.{]r :'&m.:.e t:-Jt' J:EB.t in a teilet, and aspecially of lHght, For lighs
: - ].,m.l Fe” a bulb out of my own barrack, the remaining
Atracks having been stripped to 3 minimum, T alto rummaged
?;D{-I};Lﬂ ,L.:.mf% I Iu;pd a case of paper which had not been hrc:-'LlE'grht
1 , ull cook's" attentlon, and which, in i
;]nduatm:ma 0 F) iabors, and great tendency to mfﬁéﬂ: ];I:ti!.?'!:“
F? ""‘:f;'db“':'t have ]F[H‘HEEI. about for another week, And he,
mmeel, being experienced at pipe worl, found the misslin
EEELJ:::T ﬁi‘ithf ﬁli‘.ldt I:Edéng from the diesel tank to the stl:;*.-f
[ s nstalled end burning by the tim : '
from Camp 76 came aliding argaug-:i the h:n:]t.lebiguwr :ﬁgfj“ﬂ
few man probably think that Camp 93 has had heat, light. and
paper I the tellet for a month, Thers were two tiny ]"lB.E]EEJI';j t]]j:a
Etu;!d::a%- to hang one's coats on, provided one could find them
Ju'Tth J[]llg'htk:"hpt during the noon hour I deeve in three apileas,
3 ull cook” is the Barneé- I mentioned early in this fournal,
e wag ill about & month uring the winter; and his illness
;;-1::1 d:_:;:;n J_|I:m the vulumnhni' his voice by about 75%, Between that
n aving a tooth in his head, he is now v
la:l.l..deratand. especlally by anyone with his parknamuhd“gu;?
la ears. 8o now, instead of eing unable to write becauss of
hiz loud talking, I am often confused by his directions :utt:‘-:re'!
‘[':':"Buth a manner that I can’t understand them. He is & World
! ;r veteran, having spent slx years in the Navy. At this hour
on't know whethee wa shall take care of the four cabooses
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from Camp 76 tho fow days they remain here before moving
on to BMile 110, At the present Barney and I take care of ten
eabooges,—not counting the washhouse, and the two cabooszes
which comprise the kitchen end messhall, both of which we
provide with water and diesel. One of the cabooses nearly burnt
up this morning. As I came out from breakiast Barney's own
caboose looked like it was doomed, as Hames were shooting
from the chimney for five feet, I went inside, and found the
stovepipe red-hot clear to the top; but fortunately it was better
protected than most at the celllng aperture, Somecne else had
turned off the oil a moment earlier, and had evidently decided
it was safe. But, after he had left it, the large amount of oil
peeumulated in the stove made a rearing furnace,

L

Jan. 18, 1944

ONE OF the worst features of camp life is the rush and noize
&t meal time, ot more than B minutes after wa had sat down to
supper, and when no ene—no matter how fast an eater—had yet
finished, the "head waiter" said, "Mow, men, let's do more eating
and less talking, We have thicty more men to feed” To avoid all
the confused pasaing of food back and forth, and {2 insure warmer
faod, they set an entire eecond and third teble, ringing the bell
gach time. The "bell” is a piece of crowbar bent in the middle
ab right angles, One end usually swings over the steps leading
irto the kitchen, My second mornlng here I had forgetten to
remove my glasses before going to carry water into the kitchen.
Having frosted them heavily I banged squarely into the end
of this fron bar In the darkness, missing my only good eye by
g half inch, If I had broken that spectacle lens, I would have
nad to return to the States. '

A very loud and boisterous card game is going on within threa
feet of me. .

Thirty yards from this caboose, g piece of canvas has been
raised five feet or so on a stick, on the ice of the first channel
of the river, Inside is a box on which some member of this camp
—unknown to me-——sits while grasping a neatly welded small
fish-spear, I have.seen the spear in one of the cabooses; the
three prongs are not more than four inches long. Yosterday
I saw a pail full of small fish sitting beside tho kitehen; the fish
were from G-12 inches long, had scales and a Erujecting lower
jaw. One man said, “Perch"; another said, "“Greyling. The
canvas, I understand, 18 pecessary to petmit a view of the fsh
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to pet these back tonight, ALF" “Hell, yes. I'm a hundrad h;hl:‘.d.
thiz week.” In general such men are less a nuisance in a cln u::-s-e
than many otners, unless they get into the i:la.hl'[—lhﬂftﬁf' :: r:ﬁﬁ;ng
through the evening getting rested for the game—ol BULEINE
up a hot fire about 9:30 belore gatting cut on the e:.-:.;{u.-gs
antertainment, The nultances are those who keep the lights ?,ﬂ
late, reading; and therefore keep the fire up. Alse, those :‘.w o
manufacture “fun,” by loud conversation, mimie jazz orchestras,
etc,, tll midnight. Nearly all diesel cil stoves are left running
all night; but in my caboese at Camp 76, where I felt mote FEE:
te exercise some euthorlty, I turned the stove -:Jﬂ: an all fﬁt
the coldest nights, There, as a result, we all slept better, and f&
better the next day, Many of the stoves throw off fumes; ne
person with any experience was placed in charge of prepnnug_:
the stoves. A small pan and a saucer were placed in gach one;
and somehow word passed around that the men wers expected
{or could, 1f they wished) to hunt up some nails or bolts and
alace them in the saucer, Hence, the fumes. Experimentation
Ec—u on steadily, in the efort to devise some eystem of spraying
the diesel fuel in the stove so that the fire will ne:.ﬂ]nr busn too
hot ner go out entirely. The cabocse which neazly burnt up
three days age has a gmall window hinge hanging in mid-air
abaut three inches above the saucer, supperted :::suﬂr.r Eh-: Tuel
pipe aperture by a wire fastened to the top .':'E the stove, The
fatest method I have heard of, I8 the cep which is 1'.'-15.:{!:;1 on the
end of each 40-ft, length of steal pipe until it is welded Turn toat
upside down below the dropping diesel, and above the pan full
of nails,

in the water, which at this spot {s about three feet deep. Many
speckled trout are speared, also.

Barney and I broke & new water-hole In the lce today, in the

aocond channel of the river, about thirty yards over from the firs:
channel. Bomeone had objected to drinking water taken from
below the garbage dump.

Each day the besutiful colors of the sky appear, just ag {
deseribed them while I was digring holes for the telsphone
pales. But now I hava ne opportunity to observe them, and to |
appreciate themy, as I then did. An oceasional glimpse, usually
while going efter water In the merning—the second teip, as tha |
first is by moonlight long before daybreak—Is all that I have of
the unbellevablo dawns and sunsets of the Northern winter,
Mo painter could paint them; no technicolor mowie could re-
produce them; no words can deseribe tham, In the maln, the best
eoloring i in that portion of the sky opposite the sun: at about
10:30 AM. a little west of north; ar about 3:45 P.M., a little
north of north-esst, Te be honest, I have not observed the
dawns and sunsets enough recently to be able to give the time
and direction, being “on the go constantly from 7 AM, to
6 P.M. In additlon, I arvize & hali-hour earlier than the remalnder
of the memberg of "my" two wire-stringers' cabooaes—"mine"
because I am rnapnnslbi; for having a warm fire in each of them,
and for having the members thereof wide awake by 615 One
cf the cabooses is still a "wood burnes”
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A very lowd dice game is now poing on beside the stove,
although it is 85 degrees in here if it is one, The famous
drawing in the Saturday Dwvening Post entitled "The Dice
Game," does not depiet the characters, faclal. characteristics, or
body contours of the dice players I have observed on construction
jobs. These are men of normal intelligence, most of them with
family and a house—and & job walting for them when the war Is '
over. Carda with high stakes, or a dice game at lower stales—
usually a dellar a throw—give them guite a lot of “fun.” I notice
that such people seldom suffer from strained eyes; also, they
are good-natured, This is the frst regular dice game which has
ever occurred in a barrack of which I was a member, since my
arrival at Canol. Card gamce usually t3le place in mess hells,
I heard of one man a few days ago who lest $300 {a one nlght.
In gencral, however, very little money {s permanently lost, One
of the strangest features Is Lo see a lineman come in to tell some
mat he has been working with for months, “S8ay, Al, these tolen
checks, you forgot to endorse them." “By God, so I did! Give
‘e here! He takes [our or five checka—ench for 316,50 {Cana-
dian)—from his friend, scribbles hie name en the back, "Want

A Linn pulling two cabooses the 17 miles from Ca.mp.'?-.‘.-
to Camp 93, requires 35 gals, of diesel, counting the 12 hours
or o it must idle during the night, All Linns, trucks, :353
are kept running constantly; even then, there iz great dlm':“'.t'"
in having them ready when needed. It is truly a batile of equip-
ment, A man made the statement tonight that surely as many
as 100 trucks of one kind or anether, passed on the highway
today, headed for Canol, At 7:30 this merning, as I was standing
beside the road, four Studebaker 6 x 6's, with empty pipe dollies,
roared past. They were really making pretty good time, to be

oln ttmugh a camp, and by moonlight. !.'Jnu could almost
Imagine himself on seme highway in the oil fields in California,
when business was geod,

i i [ ' d

Recently clippings from Minneapolls newspapers h.EW ADDIEAETE
an cahncna:: anpd mess-hall dooss, with the lieading, “'§124,000,000
Cancl Project Denounced as Mistake; Conlinuance Unpardan-
able.' One reads the charges of the Truman Committee and of
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Enox, Ickes, and Melsen; and the replles of Somervell — all
as in a gort of dream. “Thoy ace too far away, They don't under.

gtand,” is one's immediate thought, Knex, Ickes, and Nelson o

are supposed to have recommended that the project ke aban.
doned immediately, and that all maverial possible be salvaged,
Ofl-hand, that makes a man feel low indeed. To huild a road, to

lay a pipe-line, to construct a telephone line under thess condi.

tions; and then, when they are within four or flve months of
completion, start tearing them up for salvage! It makes many &
man wonder why, or if, he had ever been born, Senator Kilgors
deplored thet “thousands of men have toiled through Arctic
temperatures as low as 70 degrees belew zero on a project that
never should have been started.” Acivally, most of the miseries
I heve observed have been man-created: overheated and fil-lighted
bunkhouses; mismanagement as regards clothing, equipment,
and some food items; and & few head foremen, er those over them,
wito had the same idea toward laber that prevailed before 1923,
Many good werkmen were transported all the way from Los
Angeles, earning less than the cost of their board for the better
part of two months, only to “tangle” with some smart-aleck
foreman or other superior within 2 week or a month after
arelving at Canol, And back home they went, in disgust or high
dudgeon, As for climate, the “70 degrees below zero" looks and
soundg terrible—in Washington, D, C. But many a poor child,
in his cracked oxfords and thin breeches, on city streets or windy,
slushy farm roads, is going through far more misery from cald
than the average workman on this project. A man eoon gets se
he enjoye the cold, if he is properly clothed. A day never passes
that T don’t consider asking for the privilege of being sent back
“on the line," instead of spending one hour sweeping floors In
warm cabooses, dressed in full winter's costume, but with my
coets off; and the next hour gripping the hose from a diesel
tanker truck as it pumps diesel into barrels, handa and mittens
goaked with diesel, face and clothes spattered and smeared
with it. The principal reason for keeplng this job — which I
never asked for —is that I don't have to put out so many foot-
pounds of force on it as in digging holes; and, at my age, that
i important, I do, however, put out as much effort as most truck

drivers, pole-setters, and linemen; with the added disadvantage
of living in two climates,

We still have the dog with us. I was chopping fce off the steps
of a caboose this allernoon, when I thought T heard a peculiar
whine inside. I kept on chopping, when there was a sound as of
force applied to the door. I opened ik, and out she leaped, very
playful and happy. A dog with "husky” blood does not have the

B3

aarna kind of whine that degs of simllac size 1n the States hava;
it is much lower and fuller in tone.

Four more cabooses from Camp 76 came up last night. They
stayed beside the road here, with their Linns, and continued on
ghoir way to Camp 111 this morning, When the rest of Ith}zm
arrive, in a few days, and especially when the PHE N
arrives, the four which are here now (and which Barey and I
care for in addition te our ten) will continue on to Mile 111
Drilling has gone through this camp today; blasting will go
theough it tomorrow, But the hole-diggers are three miles ar
go back “up the hill” Scott used to blame the diggers for failure
io dig more holes, when we had only one Schramm, and either
it or the “cat” was out of commission, Now they have three
Schramms: and the dynamiter does not have to worry any more
about diggers down in some near hole — they ere three miles

ba’:kl :

One ceboose here [s literally plastered — walls and celling —
with pictures of nude women, most of them framed in nntulrr: 5
setting, such 2a lakes and foreste, but many of them the a-:-l-::;.l-z-:i
“artlstic” type. The plastering was done by a foreman; I'N not
give his name, for such sexual interests ate deemed unnatural,
or even, debasing, by many people. He is a very powerful man
in phyeique, with perfect teeth, streng eyes, and probably
regular features. I have no way el l{l':.-:-wmg sbout the latter,
because, although I have known him since Mov, §, I have never
seen his face, as it has been completely hidden by an enormaous
red beard, He is married to a good-locking woman considerabily
younger than he, and they have two nice-appearing children.
I pather, from literature around his bunk, that he is a Catholic.
As stated above, most of the pictures are from nudist's maga-
zines, Flowever, since none of them include any male Hgures,
and since not only the “artistic” nudes but the colored, maga-
gine, near-nudes and the “sun-bathing" pictures themselves
tend to stress the sexual attributes a little more than just the
plain joy of living, 1 gather that his interest is more than
phi]naupﬂitai, The bunk which I am econsidering moving into
tomorrow is in that bunk-house. It is the only "lowes™ in camp)|
and the men in that caboose keep regular hours, Besides, the
caboose seerns better ventilated than most. A night man stays
there who can wake me up when he comes off duty, so that I
can get along without the all-important alarm clock 1 have
here in this eaboose, But I don't relish the idea of spending my
days and nights with all those pictures, This foreman gives the
appearance of being a little “screwy,”" saying queer things at the
wrong time, He has difficulty with his men, has lost several
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good ones. However, he never quarrels with them; they alwaye
gav, “He ig good at beart,”" but that his words and actions get
on their necves. He is known sz a “"pusher;” he keeps the men
busy, even If & machineg is free at hand to do the work for them.
If there iz anyvthing to nudism 4z a philesephy, it would seerm
that up here, away from all women, is & poor place to stross one
phase of it so realistically. Bome of the younger men have taken
a cuo from him, and have placed a few such pletures around in
their cabogses., Sometimes, they siress the sexual zide of the
matter to the point where no other appears. :

The reason I have written so much tonight i3 this; aur second
night here, & lineman in thiz caboosga started writing a letter
at 10:15 P.M. The room was wery warm| both ventilators had
been "plugged” with rock wool, and only one window could be
opened, and it enly four inches. Being linemen they had access
to light bulbs no other person could even dream about; and
the one sbout two feet from my face was (end is, still) a 150.
walt bulb. I could not cool the room off by opening the doar,
since he was weltlng his letter, and we had been on the best of
terms, 8o I lay, and I sweat, and the light and the heat kept
e awalve, Twice before twelve o'clock he turned off the light, and
went out, slamming the door as he went out and as he came in,
Then he turned the light on again. At 12:30 he retived. Tt was
1 AM. befora I got to sleep, since that was enough to “rile"” any
man for the full night. Tonight he started another letter at
10 P.ML, and I decided it would net pay to go to bed with that
powerful lamp burning so close to me. 8o I kept on writing, too.
Now, at eleven, he hag gone out. If I go to bed, probably in a few
minutes he will be back, turning on the light, However, the
room i8 beginning to feel cool, as it is cold outside tonight; so
maybe he will decide to go to bed. Bome of these men seem to
bear & burden on thelr minds; they shun golng to bed, or being
alone, This man, besldee belng a veteran of World War T, nar-
rowly misged death in this one. He wes to take a boat from
Mew Yerk City for Bouthhampton Island, six hundred miles
north of Churehiil, in Hudson's Bay, 10 work on an alrfield there
where the wind constantly blows from 35.44 miles an hour,
and where terrific gales of much higher velocity come at certain
times. He wae strolling along the city streets, window-shopplng,
and missed the boat by fifteen minutes. That ship and another
in the same convoy were torpedoed, and more than 425 people
were drowned, He went by rail by way of Winnipeg, "the
Paws"—Le Pag, and Churchill. :
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Jan. 21, 1944

MOVED into the caboose with the pictures of naked women.
i thought it would be quite a problem to find places ta ],“';‘E ]I"I.E
lothes, As my tin pants and my parka are quite asille 3 wit
diesel, T den't like to push them on to the same nail with cleaner
garments, and my diesel-soaked mittens and my wet ‘I"’fr‘
shoes need to be hung in the alr to dry. But the fereman alore-
mentioned not only has his clothes and baggage otcupying
half the caboose, but has “his” pictures on every wall {and tﬂn
door), and by some unwritten law has managed all these mont _15
to keep nails from being driven amid thuse" pictures. A vzntl&
atar two feet by ihree feet in dimension, above the stc-uaha.l.,l
aow kept cloged, has been used by the men a8 a place to lme
aalls for clothing. It is a most ludicrous situation, to soc & ;II}F
sale of greasy pants hanging down four feet from the wall, w u].-::
‘he walls themselves are unencumbered. Since overshoes simply
will not dry on the floor, and since there was no other place
to hany mine, 1 buckled them on a nail directly over the waten
pall, This water-pail had no business anywiy on the ant;,-;:;t
in the room, the remainder of the sald seat bemi sccupied by
a large wooden trunk l::-u]-::ng:pn% to the foreman, Thus it appears
that hie interest in pictures of nude women has evident ].rﬂnnt
besn conducive to unselfish care for the welfare of his =Ee mﬁ'
workers, Wholly aside from the fact that he has eecupied ﬂf
the wall apace of half the caboose for his own c]nthtaliaurﬂ.u o
which are in the nature of a luxury up here; for example, a ba]’fln
sohe and a Morthwestern jacket kept for dress occaslons), ;
has Eailed te promote the improvement of the caboose by su.ﬁ
simple means as a shell to hold the water-pail, wires across li-e
ceiling for mlttens and overshoes, and nalls on the wall hn:-r
garments. Today he went to Canol to see about——amonug cther
things—petting ten or {ifteen men. Lately he has bean a fore-
man without a crew.

ights ate now poing out and I must close. They are
Eu’i[‘::gc :In.ﬁt just as the ﬁitnhﬁm force are in the ridst of th?l:r
worle clearing up after suppet, and preparing for hrngkfasE 3}
the dining reom about eight representatives of the Miller Lon-
atruction Co. are interviewing the men here, a harrnck-ﬁ%} 1at
a time, and securing their signatures to a new contract, Miller
Construction Co. are taking over the telephene worlk {r::-m
B.-F-C. Two days ago many men quit herc—including Barney
— preferring to go to Cancl and fulfill their -:'nﬁma\ :aftra.c'E
with B-P-C, or catch a plane to Edmonton at the e:;!pa..an o
the company, Only one of the dozen or =0 who left has :nmt;
‘back, Between the lozs af those men and a high wind on top ©
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the hill, with heavy drifting over a stretch of about thres and
one-helf miles, thera has not been too much accomplished the
past two days. “My" wirestringing crew not only could net
do anything the first day (the day cof the wind and some light
anow), but sat all dey yesterday at Camp 76 for lack of trans.

portation, One gang sat in a cold, unheated truck on top of the

Bill all night, arriving home at 6 A, M. One of the men had been
hurt the previcus evening, receiving a couple of sprained o
cracked ribs and a possible fractured right arm, When I saw
him the next morning in his caboose, his arm in splints, he had

the caboose ilke an oven. “I got enough cold in me last night” '

he sadd, “to last for a week. I'm thawing out Yet it had net
been cold; if it hed been they would have frozen to death, A
major, a_captain, and an official of some sort — either U.8,E.D.
or of B-P-C, slept in the caboose next to mine unti] noon, They
had been stuck in the same drifted place; a “cat” came to pull
them out, a3 it had been pulling a lot of other teucks, But the
“cat” man said to them, “We have been wu:klnq twelve hours
a dey now for some time, for ten hours' pay, We're going in to
Camp £2, and the next shift will come out and glve you a lift"
When I heard the captain say to the major, at table, “If it had
been really cold, we'd have been done for,” T did not know what
he was referring to. Many men are now loping the major will
be sble to change the policy of elweys paying ealy for a
ten-hour day. Several times men have volunteered to de extra
waork for the good of the project; but, as far as I've heard, they
rarely, il ever, receive any pay for mere than a ten-hour day,

The light is still going, but it is fAuctuating so rapidly and
deeply that I cannot continue writing, However, it will not
cause great inconvenience in the kitchen or in the mestings in
the mess-hall, There is very little to write of now. Six "whiske ¥-
jacks” hang around our garbage heap. They are & pleasant bird
to see in these lonely spaces. A trifle larger than a pralele herned
lark, and bullt semewhat on the same order, though darker in
color. There Is a lighter band under the throat, Each night some
of the men take gasoline lanterns out on the river and spear
fieh, Last night they had a fish=fry in the kitchen; but ene enthus.
iast made the mistake of rolling all the fish, not in four, but in
powdered sugar, His mistake spoiled the occaslon, I lookad inside
ths tent on the lee yesterday; sat for a2 moment on the box and
looked down inte the water. It is remarkable how clear such an
arrangement causes the water to bo. The rocks about thres op
four feet down looked as though reflected in a mircor. The
recent warm weather has thawed the ice in unexpected places!
the hole under the tent was much larger than formecly, and
I quickly rose for fear of crashing through, One of the holes

g2

i tar. His

ey the previous night foll in about two foot of wa :

ﬂfﬂau {E:lls} boots shrank so he could no longer wear them;

;0 I sold him mine for $1.00 to cut down on my baggage—
necesgarily a continuous process here.

k k@

Jan. 25, 1544

I SAW & Sterling truck today. They are a 4x6, without a{du._lny.
and at present are used mostly for ]1aulh11g £0=fE, lengths o p.1:|e£-
They are 10-ton capacity. This morning one was r'uml.utln:;d ﬂf
some busy industrlal region, by all the rear of the maotors o
Linns, “cats,” generators, trucks, and Schramms. A Linn mﬁ‘.’““
a tertific rachet. Cabooses from 76 and 22 have been puégng
in here for the past two days. This camp has been i-su:E ing
g0 men lately, whereas ten days ago the same camp n?:e
— cooks, commissary helpers, bull.cook, et~ were caring lor
anly 30 men, 22 Miller Construction Company men ‘“'ff“'fd' day
before yesterday by truck from Whitehorse, COne of tJET. 3{
young man, was sick, and has been in bed since. The ride 1'{3'1'---1 i
four days. Instead of saying, “Whitehorse," they say “Jo 1nstlréﬂ-
Crossing,” which is an Army and construction camp _3
miles dowsn the Alaska Highway from ‘r.::'.-’hltcl'.n:_se. This n:.mz.E
reaches the Alaska Hipghway at Johnson's Crossing, _ihu!»cl
men rode a Greyhound Bus from Dawson Creel——30 milce below
Ft. 8t, John—to Johnson's Crossing, in 36 hrs. Tw-:: drivers on
each shift, and three shifts of twelve hours each.

In spite of the shortage of beds I reserved the bunk cfh':l.-.c:
foreman in this caboose, who had gene to Cancl to =ce Hsﬂ.:t
getting men, This morning he was in it when I:- arose. Soon
afterward he began packing his plentiful baggage, for his return
to California, He had only a month of his contract to run.
B.P-C offered him his contractual $1.99 an hour at Canol at
non-telephone worl; but he did not care for that and ch::'lsa[t-::
take his free passage home. This was possible for him :l...-.‘.t n}t;
others whose contracts were dated prior to Nev, EL: He u;
down almest sll the pictures of nude women in hﬁ:';a kalf of the
barrack, and evidently packed them in his trunle Tonight amnﬁ
of the men built some badly-needed shelves owver the WM.
stand, and covered up some of the pictures. A few others hlar..u:
been removed. I hardly recognized this foreman this morning,
He had had his beard shaved off.

i a i t he
i faicly intelllgent man, but there is no deubt that
hnlélegn:ui: le-:lgh{I}- "husgh:.r.” Today he told the men in this <a-
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: : center of a creck-
boose, “I am a farmes,” Knowing that he lived in a certain large abeerved nothing to indicate ‘:fl Taﬁﬁrzuﬁwwhlnh the hipghway
city, I later asked him, when we ware alone, how large a placa od ;unnins down from t?? g-n;niu it |s a clear sheet of ics,
he had. I thought perhaps he might have Rve or ter acres of b suns from Camp B2, But this m B 35 fpet wide a few feet
orange trees. about 25 feet wide at the cabooses,

drad
farther up hill, and ten or fifteen feot wide for the EE:::: ::E Pt
. yards or so. A few feet from the h:ﬁgm‘;‘;_“ﬂ;ﬁ; somatd Andy
. "Then you must have been renting a farm,” 1 said. “You said, d“pi.; ﬂﬂiﬂﬁin‘;?;‘lhﬁnh:; ?];a?n Last night it was about 1;::
ol by Ers;w. gero, The only way Ipcan account for it is that ﬂd "u -
' E?ng along the pipe line two or three hundred yards Up

farm, or own a farm, to be a farmer? * was ralsed on an Iowa B f

so that the water
way have ripped threugh the lce, at o
e iﬁnﬂﬁ -:;?ver the in:r;i: under the cabooses, and into the rnain

“A fve-room house and a lot,” he repliad.

"I am a farmer,” he replied, anzclly. "Do I have to rent &

. i Id this project during
I quickly changed the subject, because experience has shown stream. Mo wonder they wanted to bul P

me that, when they get that wey, opposition merely zets them the winter, ' ¢

L hanle Ll TR E One of the foremen who want to Canel rat}'I-tr tllii;ﬂrznsn?.:
Evidently he is quite = fashionable blade; he had a bright tis to Miller told me a strange tale about o "*EL‘:‘“,:;E&F .;lz.,Ptl1n

on today, the only tie I have seen hers except on a fow NMilles at the foot of the dangerous hill just this s:

gupervizory personnel. And he said he swould be glad when ke
could get his suit (inside his trunk) pressed in Edmonton, and
put en his new Florshelm shoes, which he also has in his trunk,
He is looking forward to buying a new hat in Edmonton, But,
above my bunk for several nights, has slept the man responsible
for the "survey, erection, and operation” of the enfine line
a youngish looking man with a sprinkling of gray in his hair,
All his clothes are strictly utilitarian, even thosa which look
zather luxurious. Evidently a college graduate, he rates about
tops 25 & man. Some day, perhaps, he may wear & tis, but so
far I have not even seen him with his shirt collar fastensd,

A thing happened last night which is typical of this country.
When "my" two cabooses arrived that night from Camp 76,
they were moved between the camp and the firat channel of the
streamy (which I have since learned is called Andy Creek. In
fact, I ate supper the other night with the man sfter whom '|
the creck was named. He was an old prospector — without the
beard — who had driven dog teams through here, surveying
the line, after planes had surveyed each 20.-mile strip from the
air.) Where these cabocses rested, it appeared only & few inches
lewer than where the next line of cabooses were, and several
feet above the channel, which was about twenty feet away,
Barly this moraing I hurried through the dark to bulld a wood
fire in one caboose, and turn up the ol in the other— and
almost broke my leg after slipplng on the ice which, in the
darkness, appeared to be everywhere. As indeed it was, Somehow
the creek on which we had unwittingly placed the cabooses, had
been so thorcughly covered by snow and ice, that it was posi-
tively unrecognizable. Only last evening, at six o'clock, T had

hill where the new Mack truck went over. This t:la]?hnr::zaﬂzsgt
hole, he sald, was dug four feet off line becanse, b%ng :-Eu:-d But
:c‘m;:.rl were allowing that m"'*“th for ;ﬁfi':iil';’::“:-': ';51: 3:,%15”:|'f,‘-. direce
i a pole wae four feet o i o f
:[;ﬁ.ﬁ‘rﬁa ’;hnw::d a movement of the m1.:15;‘.-\:'2:1.;.;E EEI::;.?I}EL Ee
ght feet, His point was that a large force of 1 wetion is
raquired to malntein the telephone line after mns-ﬂ; tattets
cn‘}"l.h'etad. However, 1 reserve my judgment of all ;Lﬂfa':ﬁuur}?.
because there are many rumors and exsggeca tmn?- stretch of
thing Lere, (Later inquiry ramhg ﬂﬁn&nﬁaﬁ; }r:p:abr:ed and
il kick will have to Da d
ig::thE]gM'H:d it been on the other side of tg:f :IBE;:;E‘:;;:E“}:
mile, Similar movements of earth are
Eﬂ:;ﬁ::n?a- The facts: hole dug on line, Lut Pal'etiﬂit i:grlfzitl
off line. So new hole dug, and pole set immediately on &

but already pole is of line.

Of the fourteen men who ar_ri-.-fd at E-nmp" &0 on Mow, &
{evening), only three of us remain “on the line,

., They are the

leave tomorrow for Camp 111, T

:agwﬂ? tﬁ-n:h?gifat‘r:m Camp ?Edwhic]-ll hsvaﬂ‘ia:en:: g;fymﬂﬁzu:r::a
g — camped directly on t -

T o T?'l'r:u:l.:aahﬂﬂazuhuid met:u who are placing and welding l:hg

i :‘:ﬂ?ﬁe a.:.rgu ind:.r Creelr here, All rlver and creck tfdﬂaziqagw

iEre Ta![t unfinished, as the pipe line progressed ahead.

small crews are filling in such gaps.

-
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Tan. 27, 1944,

STARTED THE fifth menth of my contract this morning, Y rarn
my firat trfDLDr yesterday, a D-4. I fod to rus it in order to

¢t water lor the camp, But it was just my luck to he withiy

ve minutes of completion. of the job, and of getting off the
road, when four empty Plpe tricks with dollies came up from
cne slde and two full onies from the Canel! side, As the road is
too narrow for passing a stone-boat on the craek crossing, I
held traffic up about ten minutes, I'll have to run the D4, an

- S ' t
angledozer, every day now, glve It its diesel and 0il; algo ofl the

electric generator,

I saw a now bled vesterday, by the i :
eyl & LT e R TFL= .,H.Th-ﬂ. g I'I'E W]'Iﬂl'l'! E"
:.'..n.skc:.rrl-l]n.n.:e:s usually stop. This I:-'L:'E waE alﬁﬂult the sa:r.z
size as a whiskey-fack” but was plain gray in color, and had 2
fh':"'.E tail. Alsa it seemed wilder, more timid, than a “whiskey-
jack” ) each time it settled on the ground, it sprung its legs at
quick, regular Intervals, as though prepasing to Ay, i L

Four liremen, ircluding their foreman “eat" shinnes
for them, quit thig m-::-nﬁng. That ]:avéﬂa“f::-]'j'eh:;lca?ulgsl?
the ones T escorted up from Camp 76, almost empty of e
:‘t{h"“ I had an upper busk in the linemen's caboose, cne of the
reasons why I consldered moving to this caboose with the
pletures, wag that there was almost no chance of a Jinemaln
quitting or being transferred, 8s in the case of hole-diggers and
ole-setters, Thus I'd probably have the upper bunk for the
uration, But now that caboose has only twe men in it, and ans
of those is consldering leaving with the others. It seems these
lUnemen have been setting poles for quite some time now, usin
the same plles we used when we werp setting them in c:::u.ntrg
very mich rougher than thils, and also when we were settlng

them by headlights. Also, thoy have been gotting from 83715 '

tao 5'4.' in hour more than we were, for the same .
{n Epite of that, one of them, a quiet man whom ;}rfrnn':fn:ﬁ:lej
© respect, said that the equipment was an aggravation, and
rather th:l.ln put up with it anymore, they had just quit nn'thln-
else geeming to have had any results, The pikes were daﬁgnrn:
ous, he said} and according to him the "cat” skinner was quitting
because the boom on the “cat" was broken clear erovnd, mmd
liable to kill & couple of men any time, In the dackness of Iua.rl].-
I::Em:-mmg and late evening I used to look up at the cable to see
it it was llable to slip or break, but T never thought of the boom
breaking, It seems this “skinner” reported the brokon boom two
:;-"E'EF':B ago; and feeling himself responsible in case of any acel-
ent, he quit. The foreman told me he was tired of aving
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to meot some sort of indefinite schedule of production, with a
ginall number of men and worthless equipment, He says under
the new foreman, the one who sueceeded Donowvan, many of
the holes are dug out of ling; and the pole-setters are required
to dig them wider or deeper, or in new locations, using bars
that are as dull as anvils. In the motning he will be promised
more men by noen; by ten o'clock ke finds they have taken
away two of the few men he did have. (Just at this moment
[ kad to locate six bunks for new arrivals, so that ergument
for guitting hardly holds good. The fact 18, that foreman is
rather impatient, and inclined to be arbitrary.)) Murray, the
lineman who accompanied mie in charge of the czbooses from
76, and who wanted to settle near Fairbanks, has been restloss
for some time, probably on account of his wife and small children.
The other lineman who quit i3 reperted to have said he was
£1100 ahead at polker since coming on this project. As he owns
three filling stations, he was "ripe” for quitting, The other man,
whom I listed as a lineman but who actually was drawlng
53774 to 341 less than the others, but dolng the same kind of
work the past few weeks, told me that he ewed 21000 en his
4laacre farm, and that he had intended to return home to his
family when he had earned that amount, Since he has accoms
plished that purpose he quits with some sense of satisfaction,
although T helieve he would have finished his contract had it
not been for, as ke put It, "the aggravation of the equipment,
and the policy.” ;

"Every foreman i3 trying to protect himself,” he sald, “The
hole-digging foreman marks down o many holes dug, knowing
that the big shots don’t know thet a fourth of theems are out |
of line, or teo shallow, or too naccow, Each foreman hollers
for more men and more equipment, when by working together
they could meke better use of those they have. It takes so
many men to pike polea; if you don't have them, the sensible
thing to do is to get g fow hole-digpers, But nol That izn't the
way they do it. This morning, and on several days, they had
fifteen men placing poles on the sled. But every time when,
on a downprade or upgrade, the poles slipped off, being as slip-
pery as glass, Murray had to put them on all by himself, walking
back and forth, back and forth, from the top to the bottom of
each pole.”

Faor two days the wind hes blown the herdese I have geen
it in Canada, Tonight it iz 107 above zere, A thin sliver of new
mosn moves almost horizontally across the tops of the mouns
taing west of us. I heard a trucker say tunsﬂlt. “It was really
dangerous driving out from Canol today. We were suppozed
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to stay fifty feet behind the truck ahead of us. DBut in many
FIMEB we could not see the truck ahead on aseount of the
lying snow." Since the wind is always much stronger “up on
the hill" where the pole-setters are working, than it is down
here beside the creel, I suspect that the wind may have had
gomething to do with the men guitting.

The men are spearing fish every night by lantern light, getting
large numbers of both greyling and trout, They do not serve
them at regular mess, however. A shipment of fresh salmon
arvived last night. Yesterday moraing we had fried egps—
the first egps except powdered eggs which T have had sinece
leaving Edmonton. These cold storage eggs had a stronger,
different taste than the cold storage eggs of the States.

BB
Jan. 20

I HAVE spent the past half hour locking for my fountain pen.
Am almost certain it has been stolen. I had always been in
the habit of placing it in my larger suitcase, with this notebook.
I have searched both sulteases twice, also shelves and clothing,
I have long expected it to disappear, but now that it has hap-
penied it leaves one with & sense of melanchaly, Up here, one
comes to respect his comrades, no matter how rough, Ulitecate,
profane, temperamental, talkatlve, ete. But petty thievery is the
ong thing that causes a man to suspect all those whe stand
betweern him and the wilderness, To understand what “wilder-
ness” means, a teuck deiver passed through & few minutes ago,
and sald the temperature at Camp 62 Is 48° below zero, It was
blowing and enowing thizs morning when I arose, evidently part
af the stofrm which struck Cenol. Thizs same trucker said the
wind was so bigh at Canol that all the bres in the igloocs were
extinguished for fear that if there were one accidental fire it
would spread and destroy the camp.

One must be constantly on watch, An cil trucker three days
ago filled the barrels in the diesel yard, in front of my caboagse,
with gasoline; then went up the {ilt to the garage and filled
the gasoline batrels with diesel. The camp manager told me
that the mistake had been discovered and ordered some men
to roll the diesel barrels the eighty yards down to camp, and
to gpot some of them in front of cabooses where I needed
them, It was darlk, the trucks were walting to take the men
to worl; and ss esch barrel came around the cornmer of this
caboose I helped the man roll it sgquarely under the fuel tanks
of varlous caboosss, standing it so the gung hole was located
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j ight because the hese of my tiny pump is quite short,
]'IELEEE-:% got my pump, and prcp:u.::rr:d to fill three tanks. But
as T came to each barrel, T smelled and tasted the fuid, and found
that three of the barrels were either gas or ]:alE-am:l_-half. o
today I had to test about fifteen barrels, and have about tha
same number left to be tested tomorrow. Thaose with dieael .I
voll around behind the barracks immediately, so that they can't
possibly be mixed eagain with the gasoline, Some of the diesal
baresls have a strong gasoline smell: and the only sun:utest
s to pump some out on the snow and touch a t::'.nt':h to it IE‘l
a hollow place gasoline will sink immediately into the snew,

wheregas the diesel requires some time,

Cut on the road is a new sign, "Want Fuel, Tel. {‘.a.::-.p.'l'l Under-
neath it is o loose board marked either “Diesel” or "Gas, _I wau..t
out tenight and stood the "Digsel” hoard up; but if we have
a wind such as last night's it will be down in the show by morne-
ing. The commissary helper whe I wrate sariier was e.u]uh a
good hand te secure order in tha mesn_hahl. arranging to nur:
the men eat In chifts, instead of passing everything to I'E“"'
individual as he came in, decided today to go “on ﬂfeh:nf:
A tall, thin, veung man, now in my caboose, will ‘E-I-rl“ tﬁﬂ
place in the kitchen, He arvived with the grou wtglch_m.wab!t £
roundabout bus-and-treck teip from Dawson Lreex via s eI:I
borse, and was in bed for three days after arcival. He IE.:I,
spent the past three years in the .i-'!..rl;l:‘l.}f in New II:-‘I:.'I:}:-IHM 'f:;;n
Atizona, He spent a couple of days "on the line, tl:“ cn;;rli.-
in today at noon, and said he just couldn® take It I the lc o
tion he was in. He hopes to get rid of his cold, rest up, thic ea
up his blood, and then try the line a whilae 1.I1|:f-::-:ﬁ_ g-:'tt:ﬂg;]
truck-driving job. The commissary man who is Eulnff.n.,?; t}::
line is really going to suffer for a while. His b.nudﬁs Hides i
indoor work has made him scft; and we are in the mids
a periodical cold spell.

"
Teb, 5, 1044

(Written with the [ountain pen I feared had been stolen.)

THE INCIDENT of the lest pen, now that it is cun‘uhﬂduﬂ.
seemms very negligible. But the fact ig, In such a crowded place,
& petson becomes almost frantic when anything so vital as the
pen was to me, turns up missing, After searching in all the more
Hkely places, I finally decided to Inspect my baggage. In the
meantime, my heart and stomach had become heavy, for 1f any-
thing tries miy faith in humanity, it is to suspect a thief under
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such eonditions. SBusplcion had caused me to omit a few of the
slow, methodical steps equivalent to making n complete inven.
tory, I hag! examined tho lining of the suitcaze; but, because of
the poor light and the fact that I had to kneel on the Aoor, had
missed contact with the fountain pan which I finally found stand.
g on eénd in one corner of the case, Now that T have the pen

in my possession and my associates have been absolved from '

blame, I must admit that I am greatly relieved. What would
seem a trifling loss anywhare else becomes a major catastrophe
in a place like this where things are so hard to obeain.

" My days are so crowded with detzils, and I am so weary at I
night, that the keeplng of this journal is becoming quite JdiMf. -

cult, Although I am called “bull coals,” actually the duties com.
monly associated with that term are left by me until the very
last, and often are not crowded inte the day at all. Added 4o
the muitiplicity of details, the plain greasiness of handling so
much dlesel il with almest no equipment, and the physical
exertion invelved in belng comstantly on the “go irom S:45
1&.:'.-1‘ ta & PM with another short stint of it after supper, thera
18 the disturbing factor of human relationships — complaints
from men who imagine that because they have not ssen me
doing any work, necessarily then I have not done any. I do net
have the relaxed mind, nor the opportune time and lace, to
survey Nature any more, as I did while working “on the line,”
Since my pay is no greater than before, 1 have often thought
of asking to be sent back to digging holes or piking poles. g

we have a very conscientious General Foreman (in place af
Scott); and egotistical though it tnay seem, I know his elready
overburdened schedule would be greatly added to, if I were to
quit. Also, I know the men in the camp would not be made as
comforteble as they are, despite the complaints of a few, And
lastly, the gossip is that the project will be completad within

8 month, and my diescl-soaked clothing will fust about last that .

fong, If I go back "on the line” I shall have to buyv a ne

parkka ;md n.mn:w ]:-a;r of "E'm pants”; “the line" 'he;lﬁg 4:1:!3.1':
wark, 1 could not tolerate divty clathing while doing it, in th
midst of such pure whiteness, e A

A full moon is shining at this moment. The stars are brilllant:
and the mountains ‘on all four sides of us (For the twists of
Andy Creek up- and down-stream scon lead your eves to a
mountain) offer a spectacle which leaves one awed, Yot there
are very fow of us who sea it, because the men are content to
rest and absork warmth, T myself had to carry some water into
the kitchen and into the wash house; and had to go up the road
a way to take down the "dlesel” ‘sign below the "Fuel Wanted.
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‘“Tel, Camp” standard planted beside tha hiphway, I placed

the sign there at &8 AM. and the tanker drove in at 7 P.M, A
geod thing, too, as we were getting quite low on diegel, and it
i3 up to me to keep a check on our teserve, and see that wa have
a supply. Since not only eur stoves, but alzo almost all of eur
equipment, such as tractors and trucks, operate on diesel, it is
quite a task to keep account of it, in the midst of all the other
details, I did not know I was supposed to keep such an account;
krowing we were dangerously low, I took the initlative and
put the sigr up myseli. Evidently no one knew he was respons
sible for the gasoline supply| and the result is that tonight we
have only fifty gallons on hand.

In the midst of this bedlam of breken, balklng, freezing equips
ment, what should artive a few days ago but a team of work
horses wia trucl from Ft. 5t. John, They weigh 1450 and 1530
respectively, and are in good shape. Oats and baled hay accom-
panied thom, as well as their Canadian driver, who =ays his
father was the firet white men ever to settle in F't. 8t. John. They
will be used mainly to pull the telephone wires straight up
the ling, in rough ceuntry where "cata” can't go. Incidentally,
one "cat" slid twenty feet down a mountain slope yesterday.
The driver stayed with It, but he took quite a chance, A tree
stopped it from geing on to the bottom,

The mountain goats are quite unafraid; one of the men took
a photograph of six today, within ffteen or twenty yards, Thare
were two tams in the group, and they made no attempt &0 fun,
The same Lunch has been seen watching the crews for several
days, and never acted [rightened until yesterday when ous
female part- “husky" dog set out barking alter them. Her bark-
ing, however, I am inclined to believe, is rather an attempt to
become acqualnted. The day after the horses arrived, T went
up to “service" the “ecat,” and found the dog barking furiously
neer the heels of the horses, which were standing at the rear
of the garage in a shelter which had no rool, no sids oppesite
the garage, and no rear. In other words, the horses were pro-
tected on only two of five sides, It was essily twenty-five below
zero, and their blankets were thin and had saveral large holes,
Yet I do not believe one could say they were abused, for 1
undetstand they have been in use at several camps botween
Whiteliorse and here, I saw the horses wete somewhat excited
by the deg's barking, and suspecting she had been at it for some
time, I chased her by stick and stone a matter of seventy-five
yards; then I returnad to my “cat.” Almost before I had reached
it, therea ghe was agaln, barking at the horses; and I was so
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aggravated I really meant business as I aimed rocks and gharp
gticks ak har.. The pext time she carie back she observed the
horses in-silence. I waz 30 busy I gave the matier no more
thought; but an hour later I noticed that she was beside me,
watching me half-cautlously, but evidencing a desire to become
ragonciled, And as I thought about it later, at lelsure, I thought
that this animal, born in the wilds between Canol and White.
horse, and never having seen anything but wild snimels and
man, had shown almost human.intelligence ia going about the
business of investigating this steange pale of huge, "dangerous”
animals—tho horses. I actually belleve the reason she returned
g quickly to the sccond “attack" on the horses, was to check
on her original impression that the sticks and stones I had
rained at her wera associated in some way with her barking at
the strange beings. Having' cheched on her first impresslon,
and having found it to ba edrrect, she was satisfied. She was
no longer afraid of the horzes, for she knew I wanted her to
leave them unharmed. This dopg had never been especially
friendly with me: I had never "made over hes" as other tnen
had, But she had known I was nst unfeiendly to her; and she
decided very scon'after the eplsode to look me up and show me
she had no 1l feellngs about it !

Animals such as horses and dogs, make a atrange lmgressiuu
en a man up here, meore than twelve hundred miles by road
from Ft, St. John, The day following the eplsode just related,
I watched the horses drag a bunch of dry logs into camp for
firewsod, A glimpse was all I had time for, but as I watched
I almost had to blink to, keep the teara from starting. What
matvelous friends of man are these animals, It was a heavy load,
dregging slong in the sngw) but their powerlul legs dug into
ihe hard drivewsy as they twisted and pulled the weary burden
{and the driver, who was borne along by the lines) the last
fow yards to tha woodsplle, In the last extremity, animels lile
these could zeva lives, The evening before the electric system
friled, so we could not use diesel to cook gupper with, We had
had to fall back on wood, &f which we (sed almost the last
stick. On the followiiig day I planned to use the “cat” to go
out and drag In some waod; but something had heppened to
the clutch which ralses the bladé. Mot until the following
day was this defect repaired; and on the chance that the light
a.rst_edm might fail again, the horses were used to bring in the
WoDd, ; I 2

- The most marvelous exhibition n.f “sun. dogas” I haw.;wer al=
gerved 'was seen herewwithin a quarter-mile of camp two morn-
inge ago. The fog which tizes gach morning from the four open
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places in Andy Creek within a halt-mile down stream, ]'IIJ.I:l"H‘u'i.-I
dently overlaid the atream with a light mist. As T drove my “cat

after water, T saw the two brilliant “sun dogs,” far more brilliant
in hue than any I had ever seen. They appeared, however, to be
rather high in the sky, ag others had in the States; it was not for
geveral minutes that I saw that they continued on down to the
ereak bottom, and that thelr resting place was less than a quartor-

mila away, 3 . i

+Ta indicate how hardy animals and men become, I Saw au
gpen truck go by today, when it was ensily twenty degrees below
soro. In the truck, snd peering eagerly over the odge, were
geveral dogs; and at the rear, standing with his parka up againet
the wind, was the man who evidently cared for them. It was
probably a dog team returning to Canel from a survey expedition

'near the half-way mark on the way to Whitehorse, A wooden

stable has been built on logs cut so as to slide either direction on
the snow, and teday the horses fellowed it toward the south as a
truck tock it to a point eloser to the work. A moment ago I heard
some men say in this caboose that the driver now melts snow
te provide water for the horses; and this afternoan, when I went
inte the General Foreman's effice with some water and found no
pall, T asked him, "“What became of your paili" and he replied,
] gave it to'the horses."

' A few days age a group of men arrived from Wisconsin, Most
of them are the type who do not read; but aside from that, being
new men, they.are reselved to spend every minuto in rapid
chatter. I am the only “old timer" in the caboose; gll the others,
including one full-blooded Iroquols Indian, are from the same
region in Wisconsin, It s the gathering place, alse, for others
from the same locality, For the last hour there has been rapid,
and often loud talking, which has rendered concentration on this
journal quite difficult. They will gottle down, as time goes by,
into guieter people; although there is one man here tonight from
another caboose who will be a loud talker until he dies.

@ % A

. Peb. 7, 1044

HAD 1 BEEM a hole-digger yesterday I would have seen some-
thing that a certain type of men gladly go Ill.u.n.dre‘ds of miles
and spend small fortunes to see. Although it is against the law
to shoot wild game here without a permit, 1t seems that it was
agreed ameng a few of them that an effort would be made to kil
one or two mountain goats. Someone had s 30-30 rifle, another
man had 8 .32 revolver. But It turned out that the only man who
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knew how to hunt was the Canadian wha drives the horses. (klis
father, for 45 years an employe of Hudson Bay Company, hod
matried an Indian woman, Hence, this man 15 half Scoteh, half
Indlan, He has a speech impediment which causes him o seem
less intelligent than he actvally is, By accounts, he must be
pretty bright, for each summeor he organizes his own huntin
parties to take well-te-do Canadians and Amerlcans after wi:ﬁ
game—and whiskey, On his last trip, he says, out of eighteen
horzes he had in his string, two were used solely for carrying
the whiskey the “hunters” brought slong.) These mountain Z0ELY
erownd here have been ao unafraid of man that they have stogd
calmly and watched him at twenty yards distance, The Canadian
therciore decided to take along only five cartridges, but somes
how the rifle and four of themm were left in eate of a truck driver
whom everyone has regarded as “wild as wild,” having worked
on congteuction jobs at Midway, Hawsall, and the Aleutians,
When this truck driver saw eleven goats, he evidently thought
they were as wild as those where they heve been hunfed, for he
made no effort to snesk up on them, By the time the Canadian
tould reach him and get the gun, he had pumped all four cart.
rldges at them, wounding one. The Canadian took the gun and
erept closer, fired the last shell, and wounded another. This last
lay down in a crevice in the high ledge, and the Canadian
crawled up above him and threw a large rock at its head, barely
missing it. Both the wounded goats cscaped with the flock,
leaving a trril of bloed, one having been shot in the shoulder and
the other through the fleshy part of the nechk. 8o close were
certiln of the men that they could tell where the wounds were
by the blood discoloring the long fine hair of the goats, The man
with the .32 revolver followed one of the wounded goals, which
had strayed off by itsell, and finally dispatched it, The other,
although lying down whenever the men came near it, managed
to escape, although it was thought that it would dle seon from
cold or the wolves, The hair on the goats was so long that as
they ran it seemed to ripple in waves. Down below, the men
losking up at the high ledge were surprized at how large the
goats appeared as compared to the men chesing them. Some
said they must welgh two hundred pounds,

All this has been discussed, in whispars at the table, and in
quiet tones in the cabooses, If it i3 ever revealed to the Canadian
autherities it will be Inadvertently, No one ever mentious the
reqron given by the government for presesving the game of this
region, primarily to provide sustenance to Indians and Fekimaos.
Some one sums it all up in the only statement made on the
subject, "What difference does it male, way up here?” The vast
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j san—that 15, men of the Miller Co. who
::-!-:J?-LJE ;:IE lltf;tﬂt%'.:.r':n‘; J.::nlt:luu enthuslastic deer hunters fram
“finnesota, Wieconsin, and Michigan. To them it seems 'thl:a.tdthe
{5’.ensure of seeing the animated beauty of the live animal dc;es:
ast compare with the theill of killing it. As for meat, U11il et
s g0 full of it that the cook, after devising ell kinds hui a]c mr'::f
wg present it In different forms, has to throw it n_wa.;,L yt E:Bt?]r;a‘u
ful, T personally have not caten a pound of meat :ﬁt ehpﬁisc-u =
weels, So why should I kill a thing of hea?t:.r, which E'Ilsu:l rgss
refuge on & rocky ledge from the viclous wolves of the wi d r:f | ml;
cnly to meet the unknown terror of a being who can end its
st a distance of two hundred yards?

My wrists are quite sore every evening, and have h&;n EEEME:
I started handling diesel more than a month 2go. I ba.;c lel I.]v:n
in cold cream, which allays the irritatlon until the ﬂ-a; oW '.-EE
morning, OFf course, I provide the v:»::-'ﬁr.'nI cream, as well as 1:.
additional clothlng which this so-called "bull cook” job 1%“5]1 o
We undecstand we shall move camp within two weexs; c_nt t;-
wise I would go back “on the line. While other men are :.:ra.tc
ing a goat-chase, or uh—s-:wln% Mature, I am working T'mh n'-:'{1
hands so soaked in diesel that it goes all through my gystar, atl
I am spitting it for hours at a time. With tiny, leaking ;Iumlps,
which must be screwed Into each barrel T come to, ﬂEI:EE»Bl_tIat BE
my handling the oil-wet hose over and over sgaln as I awa:‘lg h:
around repeatedly, I spend three times as much time an 1;&;
times as much effort, and experience many Limes as much co :
for gripping & small pump to steady it, with F.Ir.gurs: wet for
hours with diesel, {s not comfortable at thirty below, as it was
yesterday—as I would if I had a regular diesel P'lJTII'I.'[}."T]II!l'E is a
rumotr we are to cccupy wood-heated tents at our nest camp.
These cabooses are quite comfortable, and the men will hlah:.
leaving them. But, for mysell, so long as a proper pump Ras
never been furnished me, I shall not weep over the change.

B ®

Feb. &, 1944

f man stays in my caboose, He came off duty at &
J{T-]'I-F, ﬁﬂﬁgig that while he w:fr; up toward Camp 102 segw:mgba
“gat,t he saw a great flame ahead. Driving up 1o :Jwestngatle,l 1
found that a tanker had slid off into the ditch, had called a large
eat" and a small one from Eamf 102 to pull kim out, and, t&_ﬁat
failing, had dumped out 3,500 gallons cf :u:slcl. 1mn:-ve:} the truck
baclz 100 yards, and touched a Ttlhaﬁmh ta the liguids




It is abeout thirty below this morning, & fair breese blowing,
The worst feature, go far as cold Is concerned, Is that at thi
camp there has wever been a fire in the mess hall, Plates ang
other utensils are always leeccold a4t breakfast, A large hole at
the juncture between the twa cabooses (the kitchen and the
mass hall) tends to keep the heat inside the kitchen, Instead of
allowing what little there is at 6 &AM, o entop the mess hall
The ironical part of it is that, all the time, thers has bean a
complete diesel-stove combination in the mess hall, and a Ful
fuel tank 'r.ang'mg on the wall outside. But the stove-pipe, of
small diameter, instead of leading etralght uwp from stove ta
celling, makes a right-angle bend in order to reach the hole
which was cut in the center of the ceiling, as in the standazd
caboose, The stove, unlike those in cabooses, had o be placed
next the wall to allow room for the table, One man, with the

i d out I have half
it, and hefore he can get straightene
BE Hﬂt?:mﬂnmu. Whereas I had said that two or thr-.-t,:lu I;ar:ﬁi:
: nuid be plenty to hold me until after dinner, when hé: nids 2
'Frhmre only two or three barrels 1].EF1: to ﬁlilhtcn d].al.-s‘rte;]'zl u;}ErLulsmuath}EF
il te aa I han
he will volunteer to talke the buche 3 e
d will finish the five. I always have .
;Et':rer?.-nlfan.xr1L of ice out of the barrels in the afternoon, wh!mh I carcy
into the wash house. i

i i bout twenky
it £ ~heeles wera white this morning for a d
miﬁﬂtgsmfr;ru; the cold, The breaze downstream at'th“bwaat:;e
hole, was pretty strong, and I had taken off my parka bec

1 A E-
lifting and carrying the water 18 protty warm work, & h]l::: l':.;n:&u?s
a parka gives a great deal of protection against coid, bu L
uﬁpa great deal of view and makes heating difficult. The ins

i
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proper todls, could have cut a new hole through the rocf in s tions are, when one has frosted a part of {“5 g"dfﬁ:‘ﬂrﬁ 'Ia'LHﬂ
nelf-day; but the argument, unvoicad though it is, seems to be  tub it but to hold warm flesh sgainst it L-}:Fa o Tiknds veaEs
that any group of men can put up with anything for a couple of pulled off both ey mittens, and put on m:.?] p':i'helr-aa};.;#hﬂ broke
months, Somewhat like the story of the Arkansas farmer who B net warm enough to help the cheeks much, :

did not mend his roof because when it rained he couldn't mend
it, and when it was not raining the roof didn't need it We hava
excellent cooks, but their best productions mean nothing a:
breakfast, Even the coffee is luke-warm by the time one can
drink it. Honey for the pancakes is just a seml-salid mass which
one cats rogardless whethor the cakes are sticking to it or not,
On those mornings when citrus juice is placed en the table {wre
have had more ofered us in the past two weeks than {n all the
previous three months), fany men fail to drink it becayse they
are already so cold they can't force themselves to drink anything

his arm during the storm a few weeks ago was helping Fe;J::E
the water. Mot wanting to keep him walling, or dpin% n;:.r g
for me, I patted my chesk vigorously, but ju at1ﬁ-3-:‘:. 11519.,&15 @a Ee.'
‘mant that 1t was enly a slight frost and would quickly disapp pr.
Hawever, it was five minutes before my £si|:n wats ;j:iln?l:;nr‘el taﬁét
then, when I returned to the ]'ii."l:‘.':]'ltﬂ, was to :
E:I:rnc]mukg ware white, T wae freshly sl.h'.aH’Bn. Dn?l:cgn:lsmi?s{'"
= uck dr wear rds, o
stand why so many “cat” and truck drivers B
i n i lg to turn any direction,
diggers, on the other hand, being ab . any &
gufﬂgnm wear them, IF I had been werking *-31:: tl..ntin:f Iig..-;ﬂfdt
breeze, in a place where I could not turn my back a2k
h;ff{; wotn r[:L}r face-pratecter, a woclen garment which covers
all the face but the eyes and nosd.

This morning the full moon sank slowly hdl.rt:ﬂ].r up ::E
valley, It was a marvellous sight, A faw m;:av...cs later t'.'i. .
i e e e el e B gl
ug uch unusual lengths of time : at
Ei:'ﬂ. ti:ﬂt night, at 9:30 P.M,, the moon was llégh- One ;-‘r;::ﬁ
naturally ‘expect it to be down at T A.M, but it did mt& FE'-:D 2
about 1:?:3-::. And rose again, above a mountain top, at o! «brl

ice-cald,

The toilet fire is very soldem bursing, because the building
15 50 open that the fuel pipe is nearly always frozen go that the
flow of diesel can’t be regulated, uniess someone stays there to
keep it regulated, which of course is impossible, A few stoves in
barracks are the samo way. They go out during the night) and

the men, rather than take a chance on a fire, turn them out during
the day. i

Twao airplanes, both Canadien, passed overhead yestecday, a
touple of hours apart, Both circled over camp &s though survey.
Ing. They were the first T have seen for more than a month. The
past two days I have had to hitch-hike transportation for my
stone-boat and five barrels of water. The “cat" had a frozen {or
Plugged) fuel Hne. I catch a Linn driver, ar a truck driver whao
has stopped near the kitchen, and I talk him into giving me a
pull down te the water-hole, Nearly always there is a traffic jam

® & A

Feb, 11, 1944

upf e alsa was served,
' AD woet nieat for supper last night, TPor
u,nfi: i-:ust E{ the men thought the goat meat was just a beef
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broth, with bits of meat, on some very geod dumplings, Toward
the end of the meal someone mentioned “goat meat,” and then
we realized that was what had been served, It wes good, and had
the "wild" tazte so commen to all wild Tame, There was very litile
discussion of it, either at supper or afterward, in recognifion of

the fact that it was illegal food. Yesterday noon I saw & man '

carrying about eight ptarmigan. It seems they had been shat,
one at a time, by a .22 rifle. I have not made any inqguiries, o
asked to eee the dead birds, for fear of being regarded as a

sncoper. At a distance they appeared very beautiful in plumage, '

their whiteness being tinged with pink as they hung with wings

sproad across his shoulders, I was surprised so many could be ! ;

killed with a tifla: T had suppozed they would be quiclk ta fiy.
But a tman in my barvack says they are not afrald of a man on
foot, merely heeping about twenty fest away from him.

“:’caterda:.-_at 2 P.M, it was 23° ghove zero, and the mild
weather continues this moerning, Many of the cabooses have their
windows sealed against the cold, or nailed shut, or otherwise pros
vented from opening. And the oil flow in the fual pipes has bees
a0 regulated by the valves that, in most instances, it would take
a little trouble to reduce the flow and still keep the fire going,
As & result, during such warm spells, many cabooses are gﬂ:atii.r
overheated ; and, for myself, I should prefer to have the LetRperas
ture hold around zero {that is, at noon temperature),

We are preparing graduslly for the move to Mile 12685,
Yesterday we checlked the caboose sled-runners to find how many
would have to be replaced, However, we shall take along only
four or five cabooses, A carpenter arrived yesterday to put sinks
and shelves in the kitchen, after ail these months. I don't think
fe has had orders to cut a new hele for the stove-pipe in the
mess hall, since the mess hall will not be moved to 12614, This
affair of the carpenter indicates the former lack of syskers on this
project, Other kitchens, even while feeding only tweive or fifteesn
men, have halﬂ lenty of shelving, and a convenlent sink made
of a barrel split in half, Yet this kitchen, with excellent cooks for
over two months, and feeding as many as eighty men, has been
little elze than an empty caboose wlth the addition of two stoves,
a refrigerator, and a couple of side tables, Their water storago

1a less than that of the wire-stringers' kitehen at Camp 76, where
fifteen mon were fed, ; 4

A lineman quit day before yesterday noon, and [s just leaving
for Canol this merning, Yesterday the General Foreman received
orders that any man quitting should be sent out toward the west;
that is, via Joehnson's Crossing, ebout, eighty milee down the

ida

i las! [ from VWhitehorse. This would have meant a
!a::aasf.:ip?:ﬁﬁrha};! it by hitch-hiking, of gbout 1,600 miles to the
rail-head at Dawson Creel. Of course, any man whaose c:u:-Etraiv.]:t
sxnires is sent out by air frem Canel, ur:ln s¢ he ia past 1.11::- A !' -mille
rnark on this plpeline I don't know what this lineman sdr..aaunus
are of getting on a plane at Canal, in view of the new ordet.

@ @
Feb, 12, 1544

il i #5, They

FOUMND the ptarmigan dressed in one of the cabooses, ;
:Ilre largoc thnnPI had thought, weighing close to two pounds
dressed. A wing which I found was six inches long {rom its

elbow to the tip.

There have been several instances lately of delayed dynamite
chatges failing to go off, and of heing dug up later 1:|f.rshnt1-a-
dizpers, One notices it is always new arrivals from the II'csl ]ts
whe keep talking about thess violations of laaEu:L?r rules, All the
men in-this eaboose except me are recent arrivals from one rnthlcr
grmall city in Wisconsin, They epend every evening La]kmgﬂ plhout
the work, They were not at all pleased when ene of them uF 1:1|p
bwao wices, celled the powder-man, and saw the latter Hi I!".'.l‘_E
fzsten his battery-box to the wires and touch oif two E--t-l:il“ a
dynamite. Another man from a different caboose, also foun hL-::
wires, called the powder-man, was told by the latter that the
wires were loose and that the dynamite had been fired, used the
bar some more only to dig up the caps and two sticks ef dyna-
mite, Under these conditions, jabbing the bar into a hole when
it i too dark to see what is at the bettom, is not too aafa.

' The new men also get quite excited about hauling gasoline out
in ttﬁ: trucks with 1.hugme1u;. All this while—that is, since arrlw:l a:
thls camp—they have been haullng a 5S-gallon drum fult g

gasoline in the box containing the men un&._usua51y1. a hot stove,
Often the bung would be cpen, and the gascline would splash urut.
They have been promised a small truck which would do nothing
but carry gasoline and other supplies to the equipment, but they
have no confidence in the promige inasmuch as the telephone line

should be completed by early March.

Another thing which has kept the men guessing is what to
do when we reach another ares. At present we are in the Canol
area, where, under the B-P-C contract, we drew 1234 cents an
hour more than the men in any of the other four areas, and had
our board free, Boon we shall be in the Whitehorse area, Some
congidered quitting and gelng to Cancl to see whether B-P-C
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would hire them back; but others are curlous fo see the conuntry
ahead, altheugh they distilke to take the cut, Finally the gossip
got eround that the Miller Company gives its men bozrd fres of
charge regardless of which of the five greas it is in. That would
mean, therelore, a cut of 1214 cents an howr, or $10.63 & week,
The powder-man i3 the same man wha eat up in the “bath.
house” at Camp 62 until close to midnight, waiting for me to get
the water hot. He spent 18 months on Kodiak Island, and says
it was not nearly 20 monotonous there as here, as they had mavies
and ather recreation, A powder-man does not have to exert hime.
self nearly so much az a hele-digger; and I have often had the

tdea that his job, besides dravwing higher pay, is far less monota. |

nous than digging holes, This powdes-man now has a eut in hiz

skin about an inch long beside his mouth, where a rock hit him
a week aga, :

T o P ® T |

: ¥t ' Feb, 20, 1344
A DAY or so after my last entry in this journal, the truck carry-
ing ahuu's. fifteen men of the hole-digging erew turned aver on
its glde, Everything waa Iucky for them: there was no bank there
for the truck to rell down; thers was (for a wender) no 55.gallon
drum of gasoline aboard; the usual cpen ean of dicsel fuel kept
to start fires in the truck was on the down side of the truck and
did not turn ever; the fire in the stove was practically out; mast
of the tools (such as heavy bars, picks, epoons, long apades, ete,)
{mﬁl Just been -.;.-.!nade::l; and the truclk itself was traveling slowly,
s, o pass two pipe dollies coming toward them. In spits of
all thesa favorable circumstances, ene man was & strotcher case
three others were painfully hurt, and nearly all the others ru-r-
ceived cuts or brulses. All of them wers highly excited at the
accident, and kept remarking about what might have happensd
hadeverything. been as usual, When a box, clogsed all around
except for the door In the rear, goes over, the imagination fune.
tions at a remarkakle rate; 8o I did not wonder at the report that
the men in the front of the box, the farthest from the door, wore
all out before the men piled on top of ene anather around the hot
stove could dizentangle themselves, Bmoke and Aying soot made
the box a0 dark the men ceuld hardly find the door in the light
of early morning, SBudden and uncessoning fear caused men to-
trample the stomachs and faces of their best friends in the effort
to get to the door, Paul Duncan lay with the stove butning his
feg, and called repeatedly for assiztance, but nobody stopped.
As a repult, he now has his handa and fingeras bandaged, as well
ng the leg. The Iroquois Indian in my cabocse still suffers pains
in his stomach where some one placed & heavy foot.’,
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" The First Ald man aveived from Camp 102 soon after, and
shout two hours later came ancther car with ap interviewar.
Gefore evening the mess hall was plastered with ;E-a.ietg..r Firat
posters, such as “The Safe Worker [s no Sissy, He's _Tu?: Plain
gmart,” and "On the Spot—Every Time You Take a L..annn.‘
Tg add te the ireny of this anti-climaz, two days later, when wa
sceupted a new camp at Mile 126, with hra.r.d-t‘:et.- tl:n'tfs and F.E
iglon for a mess hall, the mess hall was found plastered from en

s end with the Safety First posters. As if they F-c:nﬂddatul:n:
fer all the months of violation of the simplest precautions, despite
the repeated protests of the men

This illustrates the vaiue of unionism on such a large project
A labor co-ordinator, such as one found on the premises at such
huge projects as Camp Pendleton, the largest Marine base In
thp 1. B. would have been quickly approeched by some laborer
ar union representative, because the co-ordin ator Was selected by
the union, and at least half of his salary was paid by the union.
When he, in his turn, menticned a certain violation of safety Lo
the heads of the company, he would be speaking for hundreds
pr even thousands of laborers, But up here, the average man
grumbled to himself or to his near friends, once In a whi IP:- mafs
tioned the matter to his foreman, or—If he was unwilling to
“yake the chance” so gzlikly spoken of on the posters—he quit
and went back to the States, E‘hr: Paul Dunean mentlened here
is the same man mentioned at the beginning of this journal, as
the man in charge of the "“cat” and the Schramin compredsor, a_ﬁﬂ
ag so closely resembling the artlsts’ conception of Christ wit
black beard and halr, He is & very likeable person.

The scenery a8 viewed from Camp 126 is 5o majestic that Iam
sure if a hotel were estakblished at this point, and if the whole
area, thirty miles to the east and north, and a hundred miles to
the wast and south, were removed to Europe or the United
States, it would be labelled one of the very finest resorts of the
world, We look down many hundred feet across the narrow
valley of Trout Creek, which the highway follows for several
miles before reaching its confluence with the Twitya River, From
Camp 126 we look up the valley of the Twitya River for many
miles, with pointed and rounded mountaing rearing high en bath
sides. Back up the road a short distance, one finds himself on
the slde of a mountain whose plane-like gldes come to a paint
above the clewds. This mountain may he the one I mentioned
when at Camp 76, as looking exactly like a snew-covered pyras
mid. Each morning I pet five barrels of water from & spring
gushing out of its side} the green-tinted falls, about E..t:.r_}ratl:lﬂ
up from where we have dynamited 2 hole In more than two feet
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of ice, show where the spring issues out of the ground, I sq

“ground” advisedly, because the embankments elong ths high.
way revesl a mixed clay-and-rock formation, which su ports a
fairly heavy stand of spruce quite high up the mountain sides,

Stiew 18 much heavier here than we have heretofore encountered,
the men often finding themeelves up to their waists in it as they
ciear a path twenty feet wide through the timber for the tele.
phoie line, Some of the spruce they are eutting or sawing are
sixteen inches in diameter and sixty-five feet high, The men sce
mazny wolf tracks, some of them verw large: and the half Indian.
hall Beotchman from Ft. 8t John zaw a mountiin sheep today,
Twa or three meuntein goats have been shot slnce ouwr arsival

here; one of them was only half-grown. I hear whispered re. ' §

marks, and see men leaving at night, s0 that I know they are
preparing the hides to take home with them; but it seems to be
someonc outside the camp who does the actual killing, One man
here saw a red-headed woodpecker near camp, or 8o he says; and
Indeed the climate seems so much warmer on this side of the
pags above Andy Creek that woodpeckers do not ssem impoasi-
ole, A herd of forty caribou has been reperted at a camg about
fifteen miles toward Whitehorse.

The night after our arrival, the truck which we had to gt our
water ag the spring a mile and a half from camp, stalled. We
waited in the dark for about forty minutes, when a weapon.
carrier from camp—the last transportation ualt in camp—arrived,
much to our reliel. There were five of us, yet the silence and
majesty of the wilderness led us to imagine what our reactlons
would {m were each of us alone. As there was no kitchen at our
camp, we were informed we could go in the truck to Camp 111
to eat a belated supper. Scme of us took the chance, although
wa had ne confidence in the motor which had just stalled, and
not much more confidence in the young driver ‘whose desire to
speed to s late supper might lead to sudden death on such sharp
curves above the steep slopes of Trout Creck. Sure enough, the
motor stalled egain, a halfemile past the spring. The WEAPON.
earrler, having waited for us some miles up the highway, came
back for us, and agaln the mechanic abeard her, fixed the battecy.
By this time we were ready for bed, supper or no supper; so, at
about 9:30 P.M, we turned in at the B.P.C transportation camp
at Mile 122 and asked for a sandwich and coffee. The cook was
yery courteous, and offered to fix us a meal; but we had been
"on the go" since 6 A.M,, and too tired to have en appetite, We
drank some soup, ate sumtipiu. a slice or two of bread In some
powdered milk, and called it a day. By daylight one can gee a
trail winding along Trout Creele severs] hundred fest below the
road to Camp 122, Tt s the trail of wild animals,
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‘not anly because there wa

i i five
nts we live in arve sixteen by sixteen, contaln
Il:.uﬂ!:. Qﬁ’rf?ur:ﬁ them bare, and fixed quch”ts-aentm]s:ehi;;a;ﬁ
‘stand and writing desk “on our own time" They ar u'u.z.t B
the Aloors and up to the eaves with celotex, so that, m; Eq o) th%s
and nights the air has a tendency te hc:n:]n:niel Ett?e--:-_ e
moment I have just returned from the mess hall whers,

ite i iz j sert there
of the poorer light, T went to write in thig journal. I went 1

% g0 much talking in this tent—the

mast conversational in eamp—but also huluus.:! thde 1?vcﬁ£e§3$
in it plus the three visitors, plus the stove, use Fmind i
axyeen that the alr was stale and consequently my Al
?;FE? Mow I have a block of wood pmpped_ u.gz]uusﬁ L . 1itt!c'
1:-1Eligkc all the other tents: and by opening up the cgt eaep
T have a pleasant atmosphere, However, 1 r:a.nh m%rc'. %o
;::u:un as certain members s&:l.]rlt ;enl::l'nt:;ﬁ !'ar:::?t g-ac:hc e
5 wi ez kic ,an the B .
ﬂ:?ﬂge‘f tE;EIatEEDEr;F:mt always be shut, rggard&;sa. i&ﬂt t:]l::
.mue];.t that is what happened, The Iroquols IT:'LJLE:;.nd W
?E-I:I:r. and already the air has sta.:_tedhm 'L:—ec;:-mn Eéll".r'e-atila.fnr Lo
quently, lifeless.) A tent like this sheuld have r

the lower side, opposite the door.

. We former B-P-C men are constantly tq::Iusla-:} 't-g,rfta;nﬁ.nﬂﬁ
hear frequently from men who have been wn.I[i ng c'::"-.f-a Latd
since they started bullding this way from '-.,i":’hilel.ursc.hat S
ween used to saving “back down to Canaol” eo anig :"'L‘:;'.'I‘I! i
down” meane in that direction. To Ml]ﬂlﬂ!‘ lT.E:{.I t‘i,.‘.f.l;ltahgrse,
divection they have been coming irﬂnl'ta namely, WLt e
At first, when we heard them saying zer:é wslu \ Dthgil.t Bl
meent Canol, although we had rever called Cano ?miles e
but our campd were gll named after the n“?d?ﬁr ﬂt"-;n R gk
Canol, ag for example Camp 126 But ta 1.13; ﬁ“. i
‘means Johnson's Crossing, where they stafrted t o lmm desive
from the Alaska Highway. Some of our ﬂrrp&ri Kol Al
Ferels, for example, one of the four of us left o L
n;grin;lr.—wwe at Camp 141, But today I heard a ::Hﬁr:f: m;t g
“aiahty-four”; and, although quite busy, I tﬂ-:::l; P Py
Lgrta’n that he meant "384" which meant tha Ll
l:IEh'lztllz from ']nhﬂnnn'u Crosaing, and therefore—az neat o
ﬁ:;; it—otir Camp 141, That probably am:nunta.d ff;, cnt:;r i
that, when an east-bound trucker stops on the ‘;925”. ST i
back of this tent, and shouts, "What camp Is t mthn{drlvﬁs e
back, “Camp 126," ha just stares for a gnoment,

in silerice as though perplexed.
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Feli, 25, 1044

YESTERDAY I went back “on the line," during the few days
remaining before we move either to Canol or directly to the
Alcan Highway, Several ¢rews have cenverged on Camp 125 ¢
finish the ten or twelve miles of line left. We are feeding about
100 men, out of a kitchen suitable for feeding not more than
forty, Yesterday I helped the haif Indian-half Scotchman {rem
Ft, 5t. Joba, who had some patticularly rough land to get tele.
phone poles over, from the nlghway to the holes, He had his
horses In the stable on the highway about six miles up Troue
Creek. It was probably between fifteen and twenty degroes belaw
zero, and my hande, a3 I halped harness and do olher chores, ol

ulte cold. The post ten days of tending wood fires had cons
alderably seftened my hands, compared with their conditlon
witeit T wan gonklng them In dlesel fuel, In fact, they are begln.
nlng ta look lle the hends af a human belng, As Duncan and I
prepaced the horses, a truck drove up end a young man got off
and anid he was to handle the other team, This team consisted
i a puckskin, and a bay stallion brought clear from Manitoba,
We had already fed them, in thelr tent down the grade from
the highway. Duncan (that is his given nama} had, in his hesis
tant speech—{or, besides having a speech Impediment, he speals
not only Scotch-English but three Indian dlalects, Including
Cree—already expressed to me his feelingz sbout the way this
other team was being handled, The buckskin wes showing the
effects of it, The night before, Duncan, on his ewn initiative and
without added remureration, had remaoved from this team thalr
heavy harness, which had been on them constantly for thirty-six
houra. The harness neturally had added greatly to their coldness,
the tent not giving one-tenth the protection which the other
team enjoyed in their stable bullt on skids, The stallion—a Rve

year-old—was docile and intelligent, and the young man hauled
telephone poles with him alone, in the morning, allowing the .

buckskin to stand in the tent. Most of the day I was plunging
through enow from knee-high to hip-high, either following the
pole or “cutting across” from the highway to meet Duncan &t the
hole, or breaking through the crusted deifts to “tiy" the possible
Fautes. Rocks covered by the deep enow milght ruln the horses'
legs; and the many stumps, seme of which might also be hidden,
threatened to rip open their bellies as they plunged through
ravines, Duncan thought one or twa holes would have ta be
passed up, He showed excellent judgment in finding pozsihle
routes, being an experienced pack-teain conductar through all
kinds of mountainous country. But, just when he seemingly had
definitely decided to pass up the two holes and allow men to drag
poles to them—just as we always had to do at Camp 76—he
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changed his mind and made the attempt. The mare is with colt
by the stallion from Manitoba; had 1 known that I probably
would have talked against the attempt. It was bad enough as it
was; they got the peles in, but it was just chance that kegt the
herses from getting a broken leg or ripped belly.

‘Today I went back to digging holes. It was a damp, vf:!-:-::d:r
day, about filteen below, with a breeze blowing inte one's face
up the Trout Creek valley. To the west, a craggy ridge hangs
fifteen hundred feet above the creek bed, All signz of wild life
had been abliterated by a recent Tawe-ingh e fally and an poe
ding awdy T hla hole, imder a euoless gy, and with nothtog Lo
distract his mind from his private worrles and troubles, the day

aased slowly indead, On (he boll-cook Job, ane was chanlng
ront one task to tho next all day, so that lie hed no tUme to
broad or worry; but in a hols on a gloomy day one ean rarely
cirect his thoughts on pleasant themes, When one comes up ocut
of & hele, he is surprised how much colder it is out in the breeze
than it was down below. All day teday the dynamite man was
only a hole ahead, and rocks spattered around on all sides,
Miﬁrer Construction Co. does hot have the men got out of thele
holes when a blast goes off, I was leoking up at the leaden sky
at five rocks which had me guesaln%, when a pebble kit me en
the head. I had not seen it at all, so I considered it easier on the
eye-balls to look up and see where the larger rocks were going,
then lower the head and allow the smaller ones to fall as they
wish, Actlng on that basis, I wae suiprised again—as on several
previous eccasions—to hear a heavy one fall near me, ane which
had gone so high into the gray sky thet my sight had failed to
reach it

A commentary on the fortunes of life: In 1927 Dusncan, the
half-breed, was on a fur-trading and trapping trip with his
brother, They camped about sne hundred and fifty miles north
of Ft. 8t John. The next morning Duncan's curiosity was
aroused by a continuous sound resembling that made by a distant
truck. When he investigated he found a stream baoiling up out
of the greund and almost immediately re-entering it.

"It smelled rotten,” he told me, “and when I found a small
kole leading up from it, I touched a match to it, Pouf! it went,
and a blue flame loaped up past my head. I covered that hole
with snow in a hurry. I took a teakettle full of the stuf off to one
gide, and lit it, and poufl it burnt right up, I found it spread over
about eight miles, and fled on a claim eight miles by ten miles.
I'wrote to Vancouver ofl men about it, but they were not inters
ested. Then I wrote Ottaws, and they sent somebody out right
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away. Then I pot Into touch with an American ¢i! man, and he
lg going to develop it next spring, I get one-tenth royalty," '

Here is a man thoroughly Indlen in appearance, and in most
of his likes and habite. He has a homestead, but hes made ik

a poor living that he never macried. If he had made such an |

oil. discovery, in Oklahoma or Califernia, he might pessibly. b
a millionalee. gl o Pl vl _H- % :'r.-.-u

To indicate the ramifications of these inter-raclal marriages:

i A i ' & B -
recently Duncan's brother met two men in Lealy, of the sams
surname. It developed that he, an Indian In appearance and type,

was thelr cousin, although they were Scottigh ss Scoteh, from

the Orkney Isles, Somo time later, Duscan's brother wrcte that
beth of the Scoteh cousing had been killed in action, I suggested
te Duncan that he read the novel,"The Flying Years,” because
of its portrayal of the peried covered by his %athar'a forty.five
years a3 a Hudson Bay employee, I sald nothing about the fact
that his father's matrlage to & Cree Indian woman was an exact
caunterpart to the {:lﬂt of the novel, whereln a Scotch immigrant
rarries a Creo girl, i '

A few days ago I'saw a bird near camp, which in its manner
of clutching the sides of trees, and in other habits, including its
aingle sharp note, resemblos the flicker. It wes a mottled black
and white, of the same length as the “whiskey-jack" which
played alongside it, but much more elender, and much sprightlier
in action, It was quite fearless of man, lighting calmly not more
than three foet from me. I understand some men (from another
camp) are golng out tonight alter ptarmigan, They will take an
electric lantern to blind them, after which they will catch them
in a sack fastoned to a pele. Two were caught in that manner a
few nights ago. o e+l

1 Gty .'.|-!.- . .'. - I.I“_ [ ]

facch 3, 1944

AT'S PPM ' on March 1, I and & man named ﬁl%iera finlshed

digging the last hole® on the' Canol-Whitehorze te ephone line,
I started digging it'at'2 P\M, heating a frost bar in & fire and
jabbing it into! the earth for & charge of dynamits, When the
blast went off it uncévered a round rock welghing about a tor.
I clezred away the locse ground eround it. Prior to that time
it had been decided that the hole weould be dug by hand, without
the aid of a compressor, as had all the cthers across the gorge of
the creck where T used to get our camp's water supply, But when
the foreman saw this hige rock, there was no altecnative but to
back the compreszor as far doiwn the slope as possible, and get
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as many lengths of air hose as he could find, The powder-man,
in the race against thme and darkness—Eor we wanted te finlsh
the line that day—not only loaded the hole in the rock, but placed
anotier charge in the ground beneath the rock, The hole L had
just finished had taken me a day and a half, and forty sticks of
dynamite; and I was very deubtiul about finishing this hole in
faur hours, But whan the charges went off, the ground wes uns
asually loose, Algiers had been left, In these clesing moments,
without & hole to dig; and, as he had a five-foot shovel, in con-
trast to the short-handled shovel which I hed used for two days,
ke ingisted that ke should get down into the hole for a whila,
Soon afterward the foreman found other work for me, and
Alglers finished the hole, Pk

We had been working south dewn Trout Creek. When we
reached the brow of the steep slope and precipice bordering the
narth kank of the little creek Howing from the spring, an H
etructure was erected, The compressor was used here, but for
gormie reason—probably clogged drills, since it was frozen gravel
—the tight-hand hole was drilled only half way down, This wes
the kele which it took me a dey and a half to finish. Half-way
dawn a 60-depree elope, a single pole was set, and at the edge of
a filty-foot precipice another H structure was erected. Below it
and an the epposite bank of the creek three more H structures
were erected, and a fourth at the top of the steep slope beyund,
This lest was the fiest hola on which the compressor was used,
{ollowing the hele partially drilled on the opposite bank, All
the others, and an anchor hole besides, were dup by hand, ina
fermation of frozen pravel and rock vequiring blast after blast
te loosen. The poor powder-man had the misfortune to begin
hlazting dews below, while two of us were etill in nsed of him
at the firat H structure, clear at the brow of the kill, The man
who had the adjolning hole had to call him from below six times,
and I twice. Each time he would strap his sacle of dynamite, his
gack of cartridges, and his packing stick, close to him, and begin
the painful and dangerous climb from the bed of the creel a full
kundred yards up a slope made as slippery as glass by men slid-
ing down the snow, 8o steep and dangerous was it that the fore-
man of the pole-setting crew, that same afterncon, walked a
mile around, rather than go down it At 3 P.M,, after starting the
last hole of the entire Canol-Whitehorse lne (the north hole of
the Inst H.structure), I heard a cry of warning, and saw 2
telephone pole come sliding down that glassy slope, dropping the
lagt thirty fest over the edge of the precipice itsell. If anyone
kad been working on the lewer H structure on that slope. or
working his wayiup the upper hali of the slops; the pole would
kave swept him down to the rocks. As is sd often tha case in the
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final stages of a project, the men had beco
! : Y ad cecome caraless end allaw
the pele to cscape from them, &t the cost of & great deal of BEE;:IE-.

quent time and labor, Getting the pole back up the &l
a i & 5i0p !
ardugus task. £ oA

While the jack-hammer man was working on the left-hand

hole of our last H structure, with his head bent dowsn, I zaw s !

telephone pole coming toward him liks a bullet down the stoe

Glyard s]a;:-n: I let out a loud yell to plecce the roar of the
hlamr:.er. but it would have been too late, Oaly one thing zaved
him: a slight change in the grade about fifteen faet above him
caught the end of the pole in two feet of snow. He did not know

until I teld kim two hours later that he had even been in danger,

and laughed it off as of no consequence. But I spele to the com.
pressor man on the slope above, to tell those feliows “snaking"
pales down to the creelt bed to put two rope ends, not one, at
the front end of the pale, and two man to hold them. From that
time on, there were three men on each pole, instead of two, and
the additional rope I had suggested. On such projects as this,
ong must go over the head of the foreman sometimes, and do g
little safety engineering himself. The foreman at that time was
busy trying to get the last anchor hola dug, I fater helped liim
draw up by a rope a stone which had delayed them seme time.
Thus I wes "in" on the last anchor hole, a8 well as the last hole
dug on this 570.mile Hne. As I write this, men are conversing
over the line for the first time. At late supper tonight, 2 lireman
came in, unatrapped his “climbers,” and said, *“Well, she shayld
be open from end to end.” The men rather hesitated in their
sating for & second, Oil cannot be gent through the pipeline until
tha talephone line works, and my infermation at this moment s
that men are now conversing eagerly over it,

Truckers teday reported that just a few miles down the road
tnwarr_! Whitehorse, two carlbou carcasses lle beside the road,
I'c‘l'.la 1Jlm'r:fml;x» having baen killed by wolves, Soon after T left the

bull-cook” job, the little creek where I had been getting water
froze just below the water-hole in such a way that water flowed
up out of the hole and over the highway, This occasioned the
intervention of the B-P-C transportation unit, whose nearest
camp is at Mile 122, Tl_'.n]}r cut a second hole in the fce, placed an
nFen barrel of diesel fuel in each of the twe holes, and set them
afire. Burning continually they keep the little stream from freez-
ing to the bottem, and thus the water flows fraely beneath the
small culvert under the highway, Tha new “bull-cook” hed to
cut a new hole in the ice twenty feet abave ihe barrels, where
the ice Is 8o rough he loses a third of his water befors he can et
his "pick-up" and trailer back to the road. A raven T sav 1.::-:1;2:-'
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atop a tall spruce was fully ns large as a mid-wastern hawk,
Rovens have & variety of calls, one of them almost an oxast
duplicate of the henk of a poose, Fishing in the Twitya River
iz reported to be unbelievably good, large trout being caught by
pleces of raw becf through four feet of ice. At Quilt Lake, still
farther en the road toward Whitehorse, lake trout weighing
42 pounds have been caught, The Dolly Verden trout is sald to
be the most prevalent in these streams.

f b %
March 18, 1844

I STAYED at Camp 141 the night of Mar. 6. The ride in the
back end of the truck-box was nauseating, the backward-moving
landscape and the rough riding combining to turn one's stemach,
[ was sitling next to the deor go as to see as much meountain
scenery as possible, and so my feet soon grew cold, Animel
tracks began to appear quite numerous at about Mile 135 Alsoe,
st that neighborhood, leoklng back towsrd Cancl, there is a
marvelous view of a great long mountain, 'I:Ia.ttlﬂm&htsl cowvered
with snow, on the opposite side of a wide valley, That view comt-
pares rather well with the view here at Cemp 126, which, as I
heve already written, is one of the grandest views of the world.
The night at Camp 141 was distressful. The lights were so poot
we could not see what was on the table, Gembling—with high
stakes—was the only recreation possible under such conditions,
There were about 200 men there, gathered for the trip out to
the Alean Highway, The next meraing I was returned fo Camp
128, where I gnd a man of 27 have spent almost twa weels alone,
The nearest human beings are at the B-P-C camp at Mile 122,
and they too are few in number, I was always in hopes that I
might tids in a trucke-cab to the Alean, and thus see the 400-mile
stretch of scenery from a less distressful place than the back-end,
Two days ago I heard there were only seven men left at Camp
141, and they were being hauled out cne at & tima in truck-cabs,
That prospect pleased me very much, but today I received my
official notice to leave for Canol tomorrow, That means 126 miles
in the back end of a truck; and after a month or go, & plane ride
to the Alcan over terrain I bave already ecen from the same
conveyance, So, good-bye to my hopes. There must be many
wonderful views between here and Whitehoras, as seen from a
truck-cab, At Camp 126, about four valleys meat st a peint a
couple of miles south of us. All of them are botdered by pletur-
esque meunteing. To the west are snow-covered peaks which
look Iike extinct voleanoes. Back of us are the high, rounded

"Leaad loaves” common to the Moith.
Twice we two men have had to hitch-hike rides for our water-
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barrel to and from the water-hole L1 miles from here, We have
gasoline lanterns, but our gasoling was very dirty untll to-day,
just before leaving, The mantles have been broken on one lad.
tern, but it helps to light the kitchen at meal time, At night it i3
rather “e -:"::".{;" outsids; and my partner {who came up with
me from Los Angeles on Sept. 27), just for the fu of iv, lets off

a few “wolf howls" across the valley and listens for the echoes,”

He says that it really malss him nervous to go to the tollet at
night, even with a lantern; and that he imagines he sees wolves
slinking about, even though he knows better. For myself, I know
there is no danger; yet I usually step my day-dreaming at such
hours and "keep an eye out Last night my partner les off a
zeries of "wolf howls” at midnlght, and we both had a laugh
imagining the sensaticns of any possible truck-driver who might
have had a breal-down and was hopefully walking toward this
camp from a mile or two distance, It would break his heart.
Howevar, traffic at night on the road has practically ceased.
There is no telephone communication from this camp, so at night
we are (solated. Most of the trucks passing during the day are
driven by soldiers, and they pass In convoys—usually of five,
B, even during the day, we might have to walt several hours for

any assletance, if assistance were needed.

For two daye, now, the gnow has melted, Tha CEMp MAangger
from Camp 141 teld us that eoon the road to the Alcan would ba
impassable. At one point between here and Camp 141, the road
is merely the graded gravel of a river-bed, with two or three
small culverts to allow the water of winter channels to pass
usider. Tt surely must be a lob-lolly in the spring thaws, In fazt,
with all this snow, those seml-dry river-beds must be rushing
torrants. To judge from the tracks I gaw from the truck, caribou
and wolves must be very numerous from Mile 135 1o 141, Thers
were twelve horses, in six sled stables, at Camp 141, The keopers
allowed some of thom te run‘loose in the valley, where they
rolled joyously in the snow. No supervizion would be necessary,
a5 they must relurn o camp for food,
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ACRO3S THE Mackenzia River the gas fires from oll weliz flare
red against the murky sky. Four miles up, and across, the river
the aitplane beacon light flashes. My partner and I arrived yes-
terday, toward evening, and we are staving at Qld Canel, where
Miller's Cons. Co. are located while laying the telephone cable
across the rlver and connecting the line up with the refinery at
Norman Wells, Old Canol {3 four miles up the river from. New
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nol. I went to New Canol today, and saw there the first women
ﬁnd peen sinee Mov. 5, Saw sr:wiral af m:.r“ulu:t B-P«C "buddies,
walting for planes to take them out. “Il’cvp Lawrenca and ‘Jcau
Billidieux bade me good-bye, but in spite of our mutual esteem
it was a forced smile for all of ua. I was “dead” for sleep, and
ap were they, “Pop" said something about having spent much
of the night in & truck stuck on the road. My partner and T at 126
wiled eur bagrapgn, and several ceses of groceries, into a doirhicels
drive Dodge “weapon carrier.” There was no fire, and a foot or
more at the rear bottom of the "box"” was open. allowing con-
siderable gas fumes and cold alr to enter. The stove-pipe hcle,
about eight inches in diameter, was open at the top. A can of
alcohel soon tipped ever underneath the baggage and spread its
sickening fumes among us the whole journey. Th:& first forty
miles I allowed the back door to swing loosely back and forth,
hut it allowed too many gas fumes to enter, and the sight el the
sky and rushing shrubbery caused too much nausca. 8o I uns
fastened the long repe attached to it, and held it shut excent for
oecasional glimpses at places of Interest, such as Camp 93, Camp
76, Camp 62, Camp 40, and Dodo Canyon, which begina near the
latter camp and extends for several miles down the road toward
Canal, Dode Canyon is one of the mest picturesque drives in
Canada. Our white "husky" dog wes named “Dodo” after the
canyon, 1 ate no breakfast, drank two cupe of stale coffes at
Camp 122, 1 was beginning to be nauseated by the motion of the
sruck, at Camp 122; and from there to Camp 82 I was in mueh
distregs, There 1 switched places with my 'E'Jartr.er, who had
heen in the cab. The truck driver complained about the fumes of
sazoline and oil in the weod-constructed cab. The englne was
not handling the oil right, and there was ne ventilation in the
ceb except when he drove at top speed,

“When I get back to Canal, T'll have driven 800 milee in twa
days," he seid. "When I'm alene I have no one to hold a e]u:r:_-
spen as you are now doing, to let the smoke outs and I haven't
aaten & square meal sinee I left Canol because of gas sichness.
When I get back they'd better give me my old truck, or T tell
them to write it out, One trip s enough with this

"But the cah was heavenly to me, compared to the rear, at the
mad-cap speed he tools, We stopped at Camp 76 for dinner, but
1 could not eat. OF all the camps I had worked at, enumaerated
sbove, only Camp 76 wes still occupled. At the others, only
trash and refuse “mark the spot.’ I took the rear of the truck
fram 75 to Camp 36 {an occupied camp), and was very, very cold
and still quite nauseated when we traded places there, When we
got off at Old Canel, my partner was so cold he seemed numb;
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and I had to open the door for him and start “the ball relling,”
He bad never been g0 nauseated zz [, but wes maore Ilghﬁ}f
dressed and suffered more from the cold, As he alighted, he was
almost certain his feet were frozen. :

Last night I went on night duty, and as I write this, I have had
only four hours sleep, but am on my second shift as night man.
It will be very hard to secure sleep during the day, with men
ceming &nd going constantly, and buildizg up the fire while L am
gtill in my bed-sack. I did not know I was being brought here
for that, else I'd have balked. I was told at 141 I was slated for
a project 100 mileg north of Whitehorsa, '

A cold, damp wind kas blown steadily up the Mackenzie River
the past two days, a radical contrast to the bright, warm weather
we had at 126, OFf course, It has been warmer recently at Canol
than it Is new; but the climate here is natutally colder, damper,
and more windy than on the other side of Hill 30, A B-P-C man
told ma last night that two weeks ago nine wolves were on the
ice at the end of the small island in the middle of the river about
a guarter-mile frem us. Scmecne shet two of them. But he eays
they are very bold: the island mentloned is the region where
much of the work goes on now; “cats” and otheér equipment run
back and forth neross the snow-cleared ice directly below us, and
il wells are faring around the spet where the welves were,
A few yards from this bullding I hear "husky” dogs batking
avery day; this informant said the bones of one of the group
wete found on the river near the place where the wolves were
ghot. It may have been lack of sleep which cauzed me to feel
melanchioly at New Canol today. I seemed to senge that the
place was almost deserted. Much beggage was checked and many
passengers were awaiting planes. The “cleatance” desk at the
commissary (B-F-C), where old clothing i3 turned in, was doing
a rushing business. But elsewhere I saw very few people. The
last time I was here I was lucky to find a bunk, and finally, late
at night, ten hours after arrival, had to fit my own together in a
room with & half-inch of dusty trash over the floor. With all
these deserted iploos and large mess-hall, hospital, and commis-
sary about, it 1s apt to be a melanchely "ghost town" far the
men who stay to maintain the read, pipeline, and telephone lina.
The end of a project is always gloomy.

L L]

March 29, 1544

A COLD damp wind straight up the Mackenzie River, whith
tight at this point flows almeost due west. The men wete angey
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and disgusted at day's end. One said, "A foreman himself told
me that back in the States he wouldn't have sent & dog cut in
such weather, even to answer the call of nature” Another said,
"Wow I know we aren't working for human beings” But I
gathered that much of the ill feeling was due, not to the hard-
ships, but to the futility of the laber, Ditches filled with snow
as fast as they could be shoveled clean, eto. It was a mean
day, no doubt; but it could not have been as hard as those days
when I held the pike pole at 28" below, Of course, much of
my misery then was dug to wearlng the wrong kind of clothing
on feer and hands, through no fault of my own, I only mention
this because much of this complaining is {rom new men who
were not out “on the line." It all depends on ene's point of view,
A 1Z-year-old boy, about half Scotch and half Indian, spent a couts
ple of hours with us this evening, He said something about driv-
ing his dog team alone to a certain trading post Hity miles ﬁWﬂﬁ
in a day and a half, Bomebody said, "But you couldn't go euc
weather as this." He replied, very calmly and confidently, "Oh,
yes. But it might take me a little longer,” His grandfather took
part in the ¥Yukon gold rush in 1902, scon afterward merried an
Indian woman, and has trapped, or worked in the radium mines,
gince then. He is now an old man, but still hale and hearty;
clean-shaven, well-read, and a very interesting conversationalist,
The whole family will go by dog-sleds to Aklavik, on the Arectic
Oecean—over 350 miles by treil—next week for the spring musk-
rat hunt,

One of our ttuck-drivers ran over a 120-pound gray wolf last
week, It wes early dawnj the wolf wae trotting up the road
against the breeze and didn't hear the truck in time. Besides a
good price for the fur, the trucker will receive about Afteen
dollars bounty, “Whitey," who bunked beside me st Camps 40
and 62, dropped down to 01d Canol to see if there wore any men
he knew. He was due to go out on the next plane. He has aged
fiftean years since I met him at Camp 40. I had cceasion to be at
the pewer plant ot New Canol a few days age, and found Murray
Wilson tunning it and also deing battery work. Wilson was a
“grgundman” at Camp 40, although deing the same work—at
41 cents an hour less—as “Whitey” was, But later Wilzon was
made a foreman of groundmen, and refused to sign over to
Miller because he was afrald they would put him back to his
contract wage, He iz probably still drawing his foreman's pay,
for his new worlk; but he too has aged tremendously since he
wag a foreman. I have observed that many men over 45 in fhlfs.
country, are dragged down fast by any kind of arduous work.
As foremen they can hold up rather well.

Besldes a few paira of snowshoes there are three pairs of skiy
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in our small camp. The company furnishes them free of charge to
any who !_'-Elgllest them, I understand, The davy “bull-cook™ and
two young fellows in the kitchen use the skis every other day
or g0, A steep hill 8 hundred yards long leads directly from cur
door down to the river, where four or Sve diesel-powered boats
are pulled wp on the bank sway from the lce-jam of spring, A
couple score of énormous barges are also there, These youn
fellows slide down that slope, and on up the river a couple o
miles or meora to whare our crew are laying the cable. The ice
is pbout four feet thick. On both banks of the river, and on beth
shores of Bear Island {which the cable must cross), a trench
three feet deep I8 dug as far bacl as the ice is expected to ]:1']::.
After water is reached, the trench is continued at three-foot
depth until the drag-line won't reach it any longer; which means
whon there is a twenty-four foot depth. If & sandbar iz encouns.
tered, the drag-line goes right on through, at twenty-four feet,
Where there ie no trench In the bottom to held the cable, con-
erete anchors are dropped &t intervale, On the apposite side of
the river, a depth of seventy or eighty feet lz expected, The dyna-
mite blasts cover forty-odd feet of trench at a time, the holes
being drilled about 1B inches apatt, ... .. . |- _
L ey T InTsq .
I=f s " Il"' -]
April 8, 1944

NEARLY THE entire crew is on 12-hour shift, trying to zet the
ceble lald acros: the ice before the spring “brea -111'1.E The
Genera]l Foreman and a crew of four worlking on the powers
shovel, came In at 12:30 tonight for a little lunch, efter belng on
duty 17 hours, I will call them again at § A, M, After a few deye
of strong, chllly wind from the southeast, we have had two still,
cloudless days in which considerable snow hkas melted, Lafpe
cracks have eppesred in the rlver ice. A full moan enhances the
charm of the advent of spring. Ar-week ago I noticed that the
moon set & little west of north. At present [ fotice that the pinlk
thy [ollowing sunset still shows at 10 P, M., and oaly five hours
or g0 elapses before the dawn, The anchora which will hold the
cable in the river are S0-gallon ofl drums filled with concrete,
welghing perhaps 850 pounds each.'s (i '

@

April 10, 1044

TONIGHT AT midnight, I was holding a lantern while three
man were rolling a full barrel of gasoline, The barrel had a bad
leak at the top, and the men rolled it rapidly around a canvas-
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cevered building to its door. I held the door open with my feot and
leaned forward to give the barrel a tug upward to lEt it up to the
sidewall in front. Gascline splashed from the bacrel op to the
lantern and in an instant the lantern, the bacrel, one man's coat,
the sidewalk, and the ground were aflame. I expected the canvas.
covered building to get afire, also, But one of the men guickly
tore oif his old coat, whick happened not to be cil-seaked, and
smothered the flames on the other iwan and on the barrel, This
was my first experience with a flaming gasoline barrel, The man
whose coat was ablaze may have been lucky In an event which
securred last night. His pas and oil-scaked outer pants wert
wet with water at the bottom, and upon retiting he laid them
on the flogr near the stove to dry, The stove was not at all hot,
but gpontanesus combustion must have set in pnd the pants
burst inte flame. A man woke up and threw them outdoors,
where they burned to a char. This could easlly have become &
fire buening down that barrack, with sll our baggage. On the
other hand, if that same man had had those gasqhnuamﬂ.ﬂqd
trousers on tonight, he might have been burned seriously, This
ts one result of not havieg laundry service. We have had anly
one laundey done, in the month we have been here within a
10-minute drive of the laundry, They say the reason is: lack of
soap. Today was a little cooler—but not much—than 4 t}rptc:ﬂ
winter day at San Diego, California, The water ran down tl.f.:
road in streams, Tenight the full moon ah}nen ﬂ.unpgh o few
motgtuce-laden clouds, like those common in the rainy season
of geuthern California. Dawns and sunsets are quite brilliantly
red against these spring, April-shower clouds, La!trmght;:
rwisting “8"-shaped Aurora Borealis flickered, vati-eolored,
directly overhead.

April 16, 1044

LAST NIGHT I watched, until my eyes were strained to teass,
five wolves about 400 yards from whete I was standing near the
house of a Seotch-Canadian trapper near the banks of the Mac.
kenzte, After supper some men beside our mess hall drew atten-
tich to the dark spets—about nine in number—moving tomward
ghore an the ice, but it was a good half-mile, and as it was dusk
and a brisk breeze blowing it was too hard on the eyes to lock
long, I walked down to the trappet's through the sixinch mud,
and watched the welves from 350 to 400 yards distance, The five
far enough out to be visible hung around there until dark. Four
were out of sight, hidden by the near bank; but the last I saw
of them they were moving away from the river bank toward
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mid-stream. The wind was blowing toward them from twe
tearts of sled dogs tied between us and the trapper’s
house. And since it is spring, and wolves are in the
dog family, that is probably what they were Interested in. In
case they attacked a dog, however, they could kill {t, because
dﬂlgﬂ are tethered apart from one another so that thoy could not
help one another. The wolves would put the fear in 2 man alone
on the ice, unarmed; some looked-—in the dusk—as bip as a
bear, They hunt on ice a good deal becauze animals with hoofs
slip easily an it e

Los Angeles, July 22, 1944

I COMPLETED my nine-months’ contract. After my last entry
in this journal, I went back “en the line,” flew the 800 (or 900)
miles to Ft, 8t John, and worked at varlous points all the way
from tha new Peace River bridge up the Alcan to the Alaska bor-
der, about 1,100 miles. Almost all my bazpage had been sent by
truck from Canol to Whitehorse to save plane space, I expacted
it to reach Ft. 8t. John in a few days, but the truck was not
heard from for elght weeks, Finally, when twenty miles from the
Alaska border, I heard that one of the drivers had got through.
The clothing I was wearing was in tatters. At Whitehorse, a
very few days before my contract expived, T met the other driver
and recelved my baggage. About forty dollars worth of clothin

was mizsing from a packesack, evidently stolen while severa

tricks were waiting inland for & bridge to be bullt, But this
Arctic Towrmal was undamaged. It flew with me from %Whitehorse
to Edmenton, 1,200 miles.
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The author desires to state that all characters in this
novel are fletitious, The principel character was evolved
after the author had read the Gftecn simiplifed tules of
hygienic living formulated by the Lifs Extension Insti
tute, Ine, and reproduced in the World Book, Eoach and
Fowler, Publishers,
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