FIELD NOTES ON A BACKPACKING TRIP
CAMOL ROAD - N.M.T.
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aircraft can be landed to unlead food caches, contact should
be made with Mr. Linten or persons in the N.W.T. government

who are Familiar with the country.

it is hoped that these notes and our recommendations

may be useful to others who are interested in the road.

¢
1t is an excellent backpacking trip that requires

experience and careful planning.

C. A. Lewis

Ministry of Natural Resources
P. 0. Box 9000

Huntsville, Ontaric

Hote: The road locations noted wnder
the photographs are approximate .
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INTRODUCTION

The Canol! (Canadiam 0il Line) pipeline and road project
was a wartime venture started in 1942 by the U.3.A. and com-

pleted two years later. It was used briefly, then abandoned .

The project started af Norman Wells, N.W.T. (Hile 1)
and extended to Whitehorse in the Yukon Territory. It was
a considerable feat and involved many thousands of men and

tremendous logistics problems in moving materials.

Clean up of debris and telegraph wire along the Yukon
portion was started in 1974 but none is planned {at the time

of writing) for the N.W.T. portion,

This report includes notes and representative photos
taken during a backpacking trip by four men from August 16,
1974 to September 3, 1974 who were interested in seeing the

attermath of man's activity-

Due to several weeks of heavy rains prior to the trip,
the first portion (including the Carcajou River crossing
was omitted). The party flew into Dodo Lake just west of
Camp 38 in small aircraft piloted by Mr. P. Linton (Nahanni

Air Services - NHorman Wells).

Due to high water at the Keele River (H-50) a2 detour was
made upstream and the portion M-50 - M-85 was also missed.
It is believed that most of this portion of the road was in
reasonable shape (from a hiker's point of view) as it
traversed fairly high country and ocur exparience elsewhera
woulid lead ws to assume that only where rhe road encountered
moving water were¢ there extensive washouts. For this reason a
good portion of the eastern part of the road was in generally

poor shape.

The only other portion omitted was from M-167 te M-1353

when a chopper was used as the party was behind schedule.

Other reports are noted in the back. For accurate

information on the country such as road locations wherc an
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Camp 80 to Camp 108:

Road winds across Plains of Abraham reaching a maximum
of 5,500'. Although snow covered, the road bed appeared to be
satisfactory. The crossing at Andy Creek is easily waded.
The enly other crossing of note was the Carcajou River.
There is an old shack that is set up for use at one end;
an the fFar side of the Carcajou River.

There are three shells of shacks at H-83, M-86 and M-90
{crossing of Andy Creak]).

The road is in remarkably good shape from M-80 - 108
where good accommodation at a shack is available. Evidence

of old pipe is not apparent.

Camp 108 to M-131 (Twitya R.):

Road climbs steadily for appreximately 2 miles then
slowly declines as the Twitya watershed (via Trout Creek)
is reached. From M-118 [where Trout Creek hits the road )
the road bed practically disappears. HNote: The map denotes
the road on the right hand side (going downstream) but the
remnants are actually en the left until it crosses again
about M=120.

We noted a distinct increase in abundance and growth
of vegetation both on and off the road as we entered the
Trout Creek - Twitya watershed.

The Twitya croessing is dangerous and we found we had
to move upstream about 1 mile before a point was observed
where wading, culminating in a short swim, was made.
|f water levels are high, a crossing is not recommended;
the best approach would be to move upstream as far as may
be necessary (5-10 miles perhaps) until river volumes are
reduced encugh and/or the river 15 braided to attempl a

Crossing.

M=131 (Twitva)l - H-!kﬁi

The rozcé bed is in reasenably good shape with I-3

small wasfo . v old cabooses [not useable)l were seen




CAMOL ROAD - ROUGH NOTES - 1974

Section M-36 (Camp at Dodo Mtn.) to H-49% {Little Keele River):

Road essentially washed out from M-36 up Dodo Creek to
the valley below Sugar Loaf Mountain. As the road climbs out
of the Dodo Creek watershed, it becomes guite walkable
(approx. B80%) commencing 2t M-4ZZ through most of the distance
to M-48. Bridges are all out and some sparse vegetation is on
the road bed in the valleys. =

There are a few rock slides, "slumped" banks, and washouts

but in the main the road bed is good for walking.

Detour up Little Keele: {Approx. 8 miles) to camp 75

This detour involves a walk over extremely hummocky,
hilly country with many detours because of mud slides. Once
Stony Creek is reached the river is braided enough to permit
wading.

Once past this point a "false start' attempt by prewvious
construction parallels the river. This should not be used as
it is too overgrown and full of water. The river bed,
although difficult walking, is the better route,

The old road bed can again be used at the point on the
1:250,000 map where "Y" of Canyon and the "C" of Mackenzie
are located (approx. M-73). This portion was about 30% of
the rozd bed in reasonable shape. _

The road portion from about M-70 to M=75 reasonably good

walking - mostly adjacent to the river bed.

Camp 75 - Camp 80:

What's left of the road climbs slowly up a river valley
gradually improving until the last mile or so is good walking.
About 50-60% of road bed is useable. There are small shacks
at Camp 75 and Camp 80 that are comfortable and Have mattress

springs and a wood stowve.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Only experienced backpackers who take extra care in the
planhing and logistics of the trip should attempt It.
bepending on rainfall, delays at river crossings may

occur or detours must be made upstream.

e

River water is extremely cold (369F to SEEF} and

effective exposure time in it is of very short duration.

Telephone poles u&re.ganeraily down (2 strands of wire)

but didn't appear to pose any particular problem.

Debris was apparent at the old camps but the cost of
clean-up is probably prohibitive considering the small
return in aesthetics for the heavy ocutlay of funds
invelved. We felt there was considerable historic

argument in leaving things as they were.

I¥f any funds do become available, it would be worthwhile
improving existing shelters and building several new

ones at strategic points on the road. There is some

"traffic by hunters, prospectors, €fg., in that country.

There was evidence that there may be some interest in
improving at least the western portion of the road from
M=-167 to M-222. Surveyors' markers and unconfirmed
reports that M.W.T. government (Dept. of Highways or
D.P.W.} personnel were surveying the mileage from
about M-200 to M-20B and bevyond were noted.

In my view the portion of the road from Godlin Lake
M=-167 to M-222 is the most easily improved. The
remainder, back to Norman Wells, would be a costly
venture, requiring extensive re-routing {(from those
road portions originally in the river valley bottoms)
to say nothing of maintenance upkeep, especially in

winter,




at M-1Lk2. At M-147 the road appears to cross the Godlin Riwver.
it in fact does not, and the old road bed can be located by a
stiff climb up a rock face. 1t would appear that the original
road bed was washed out and an slternate (and higher route)

was attempted.

H-1k9 - M-167 {Godlin Lakes) :

The road is in generally good shape &3 it ¢limbs into
higher country. Where incoming streams cross the road, it
usually doesn't exist. The whole portion is extremely
attractive country, probably the road from M-155 to M-222

{Yukon border) is the most scenic portion we encountered.

M=167 - H=193:

Except for river crossings, the road appears to be good

fFor walking (see photos).

m-193 (Caribou Pass) te M=222:

The road is in generally good shape. It should be noted
that a b-wheel drive can reach Camp 208 (where good accommoda=
tion is available. There are also a couple of cabooses at
M-215 and M-218 that can be used for shelter.
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M-90:

M=100:

M-108:

H=-120

H-"I-St:

M=-131

M=-150:

H-1L42:

M=152:

H-167:

-

122;

135:

Abandoned shack - could be used for emergency
shelter (north side of Andvy Creek).

(Crossing of Carcajon River) - One building
still standing that has been fixed up for use
of travellers at one end.

01d pump station {(see photos) - One gquonset hut
has been set up for use of travellers and is
guite comfortable (sleeps 8) with a good stove.
(Small plane can land at this point, If wind
direction is 0.K.)

- There are 12 buildings, 3-4 wvehicles plus
assorted pieces of machinery in evidence.

Road is in fact on east side of Trout Creek,
not west side as marked on map. Dld caboose
shack at M-122 - west side of Trout Creek.

(South side of Twitya) - (see photos)

Total of 14 buildings (cabooses), one in
particular that has a good stove and bunks.
Several more could be easily improved for use.
One old truck, 75=-100 empty Fuel drums.

- A few pieces of old machinery were noticed
in the dense undergrowth on the noerth side
of the Twitvya River. More -than were observed
probably exists.

One old vyehicle on the road,

A truck graveyard exists (24 vehicles with
assorted machinery and approximately 75 fuel
drums) .

Cabooses {2}
Vehicles [E])
0il drums {(Z0O0O-300)

E0-100 oil! drums [(at location marked cabin on

map). (No cabin exists.)

Godlin Lakes. Thereis a fairly large base camp
{Geological Survey of Canada) plus mining
interests a5 well 335 & cabin maintained by the
H.W.T. Game Branch whose biologists are studying
grizzly bear movements in the area. Qne outfirct
(Hungry Horse Camps) has & cabin on the rnad

it doesn't appear to have been used in Ihe lass

WEAr OF TWo, except by grizzly bears.




Camp

Camp

Camp

H-73

M-50:

LOCATION OF DISCARDED BUILDINGS, EYL.
MOTED DURING TRIP
CANOL ROAD M-38 - M-222
(Excluded is M-50 to &5 and M-167 to M-193)

i o e P

M-38: (Dodo Lake) to M-484 (Little Keele River)

- 15-20 fuel drums on side of road
- shack (in river at M-h2)

H-50: (Little Keele River) north side

- buildings (&) (A1l in bad shape except largest
that could be repaired for travellers. Appear
to have been destroyed since the 1373 DINA
chopper survey.)

- vehicles (k)
- assorted debris from dismantled buildings.

Hote: Section M-49% to approximately M-70 was
not walked due to need to cross upstream
on the Little Keele. |t would appear
that the road for this stretch remains
in high country, c€ul into the edge of
the mountains. One presumes it's in
reasonably good shape compared to what
was encountered in the river valleys.

M-74: (A pumping station at the turn-off to Camp g0
from the Little Keele River)

- quonset huts (6); one useable

- shacks (2)

- storage tank (20,000 gal. capacity)
- wehicles (5-10)

- M-80: 15-20 oil drums enroute.

{oil drums (50-100)

N (vehicles (2-4)
{buildings (&), one useable, one that could
be repaired)

fhandoned shack = not wuseable.




H-167 -

M-195:

M=200:

M=200%:

M-208 -

M=212:

H-215:

M-218:

H-222:

Hote:

ig93%: Ho information in detail sz this portion was

covered by chopper. A number of bridge
structures and cabooses were noted. Road
bed "appeared" reasonably good.

Caboose [(not useable) in river.

Ruined caboose”and sleigh on road bed.
01d caboose (mot useable)
Humber of vehicles (6-8)

Fuel drums (300)
Vehicles (15)
Caboose (1) = not useable

Buildings (19}

Vehicles (9-10)

A great deal of assorted junk, glass, debris
(one large shack useable for cooking, sleeping)

Humber {(50-100) of fuel drums.
Several ald shacks {(one usecable].
One old shack {useable).

0ld buildings {(one being uvsed as a weather
station by MacTung Mine during the winter of

1974/75).

S5ee enclosed map fFor approximate mileage locations
referred to abowve,
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By Tom Camphell
O The Jourasl

A messive and aimost
forpotten pipeline pro-
Ject, completed put of
the Mackenzie Valley
arca I years ago, is
again eausing rippies.

The CANOL (for Can-
adian 0§} project was
built by the [UUnited
States government in o-
operation with the Cana-
dian government. Iis
purpose was to take fuel
to Alaska by & safe over-
land route and heip stall
a possible Japanese in-
 wasion i Alaska.

This Becond World
War venfure sucteded in
building 2 §20-mile pipe-
line in slightiy more
than 20 months thal eon-
nected the Norman
Welis oilfield to 2 new
refimery in Whitehorse,
- Yukon.

The U.5. govenment
originally estimeted the
project wonid cost 3134
million, Newsa reports
during the final stages of
the project estimated
25,04 persons and 10
million tons of eguip-
ment had been involved
in the project

Above ground

The above ground four
and gix inch diameter
pipeline was operated st
a peak capacity of 4,00
harrels daily during the
last months of 1944 and
early 1945, BEut its wseiul
life ended with the dee-

line of the Japanese
thrent.

The wast l"'.l"l‘l"_lr“ v of
Aihertans, who have ar
Fived in ine proyvinee
sineg the ond of e war
aave probaily heeard -
te or o refe
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Even many of those
who Ived in Edmonton
during those booming
war years are lilkely only

~ waguely aware of the

project which was over-
shadowed by the well-
known Alaskan Highway
projoct,

In fact, the U.5. Corps
of Army Enzineers an_d
the U.5. government did
npot reveal details of the
project uniil almost 2
year after consiruclion
gtarted.

The project is back W
the news today becaose
of a group of Edmonioni-
ans, who eveptually ac-
guired the assels of the
abandoned project, are
using these assets to
claim title to nearly ome
million square miesa in
the Yukon and Nortb-

weat Territories.

The {irm. Barbarosa
Enterprises of Hay Riv-
er, filed fts claim for
acregge in the N.W.T.

_recently in Yellowknife.

It acguired the ahan-
doned profect from a
firm which purchazed
the project from the U5
government for salvage
valnge,

Abandoned

The CANOL project
has been abandoned
ginge the U5, govern-
mient pulled out af the
577.3 mile pipeline in
sarch, 15:5, only eleven
reonths afer the first ail
whrs delivered in Windoe-
horse, ]

Dospit itz short usefill
life the '|'.h-.‘.l -\_1:‘ Wi 4=r:||_u'
mous L% 15 EQiaw §
termes ot _:'..-“u::_-.'r:* norih-
ern pipelines
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“In respect 1o area
covered, time of accotn-
plEhmEl‘LL, and sheer pi-
oneering, the pipeline
and refiery project,
combined with the Alas
ka Highway, was des-
tined to become the larg-
ezt congiruction
program in the history
pf the world,”' says
"CANOL™ a documenta-
ry pubished at San Fran-
cisco in 1945
. The documen WaS
produced for Bechtel-
Price-Callahan. the
three Americain engi-
neering fnd comsirue-
tion companies which
formed a joint venture to
design and build the

crude oil pipeline, refi- -

ney and related faecill-
tiea

The U.5. war depart-
ment made the decision
ip underiake the project
at the end of Apmil, 15933,
only five months after
the Japanese gttack om

Pearl Harbor pusted the

1.5 inlo 1he war.
By the end of May.

.F 7947 the sdvanced puard

of the U.S. Army Corrs -

of I:.ngmfe's had ar-
rived in Edmonton and
the first comairuction
equipment for the pipe-
Lne began rolling up the
Neorthern Atherta Rail-
ways o Watergays and
the Mackenzie River
system.,

The failowi=gy winter
the railhead ar Peozeo
River became the jurmp-
ing off apor F’-r a1,
0-mile winter snad 8Y5-
tem owver which '..-u_lr.-r
wring mosved ) tong

of freight.
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Gateway

The doumenzary Bavs
that Pringe Rupert, B.C.
became another gFate.
way to the CANDL piThe-
Line and refinery. Equip-
ment was shipoed gyver
the White Pass nnd Yu-
kon Railway rrom Skag-
Wiy, Alaska to bhuild the
refinery at Whitehore
and start constructinn of
the six-inch diameter
Pipeline east fram Whi-
tehorse,

Meanwhile erews had
already started clearing
Hght-of-way ang laying
the pipefine from Nor.
man Wells,

Imperial 0j] Limited
was designated 1o ex.
pand the producsing [
the Norman welis ail-
feld to the 3. 000 Batrre]
per-day designed ca-

2)

Pacily of the Fipeline,
The field had been dis-
copered in 1920 and Ime.
perial had established a
&40-barrel-a-d ay refj-
nery there in 1939 to
provide fuel for northern
markets,

Imperial said in jtg
1844 annualreport that i
drilled 2% new wellg in
the Norman wWeljs field
that year and was oper.

ating 67 wells when tha

pipeline wasg operaiing
at & prak capacity of al-
most 2000 barrels daily,
Shortly after the war,
and the halt of the oil-
flow through the CTANOL
ine, the number of .fm
ducing wells had ee-
lined to 12 and by the
eariy 1930z there were
only gix wells Operating,
The Standard Oil Com.
pany of Alaska, an affj-
liate of Standard of Cal;-
fornia, was desipnated
e aperate the Dipeline
and the Whitehorse gj]
refinery and asEnciated
products pipelines which
would carry fuel to Fajr-
bhanks. Skagwav and
Watsom Lake, B.C.

Dismantled

The refinery was buin
from dismansied refi-
Rery and fndustrig!?
pars fram all eyves the
7.5, and Carnada. The
1herrmnal CTREKInE  unis,

Fart of 1he crude unit

2nd most of the B30, 000
barrels of tankage came
from a reflnery at Cor-
Pus Christi, Texas,

January, 1843, the first

track of the Alas.
ka Highway hag been
pushed t h to inter-
S€ct the route of the
CANOL line and thig
130 became g supply
line for the gif Pruject

With tonstruetion
crews laying mipe from
both ends the Pipeline .
Came together at Mag. -
millan Pass in the Mac-
kenzip Mountaing and

final weld was magde
on Feb. 16, 1944, only 20
months and four daya
after the first recon-
naissance flight ACrosy
the Mackenzie-Yukan
divide,

Hefining of pjl prod-
ucts began the follows
May and the Easoline
and fuel o4 from the
Whitehorse refinery
were piped up and down
the Alaska Highway, ag
well ag to tidewsater, 15
S2rve army, L2%y and ci-
vilian needs,

In March, 1345 the
PiPeline eoperation Was
discontinued and the re
iy wag suspended,
The 17 Pumping stations,
which were desipned 1o
burm the oil thew
fumped, were firned off
A5 he svatem apperred
100 costly for use fn the
then-cerain PeECetime,
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mund Buchia iz uoner a
imaie milisnaire, ar the
pt dreamer of all dme.

- gays he bought the entice
e Terpitories and @ huge
vk of the  Morthwest
itories from a retired Ed-
fon develaper in 1562

d oo Maeeh 27, he and his
wa  lawyer presented the
T. Supreme Court with a
case Tull of deocumenmis
erad pver 4 seven-year btle
ch. As president of Bar-
sa Ent erprises. Mr. Buchta
o thitl & caveat b filed on the
declaring his firm's inberest
. Seldom have the judicial
vers been so rulfled.

he Crown has been taken by
wrise,””  intoned Judge
carn hotrow, who remanded
cage until June | because wo
1 description of the land had

£+ ~shed with the affidavit.
phia documented his
y ot 2 sertes of diplomatic
anges going back seme
¢ years to the American-
cod Canol papeline project
during World War Two as an
¢ defense measure. He
iled several Key dotwmnents
- misging, but his lawyer.
Anders. hopes the courl
n will force the civil
atians section of the
riment of justice in Otlawa
rae Wp with them.
dor  agreements  with 1.'h""
wiian government. the U.5
department  poured 2133
cr mmio the Canal project.
hing a pipeline 1o "-".".':I.:thl:lﬁﬁ
y an  exsting  retnsy  at
nan Wells, In March E?*f!'
| Mr. Buchiz., e U.a.
jveed expioration and drillmg
{5 [or nearly one million

square miles of land oorth of S0

. The pipeline, with a capacity of
dimxi barrels a day. was com-
pleted in early 184, but by then.
success agunst Japun im the
south Pacific. had made the line
absalete. The U5, Senate com-
miltee on war expenditures
recommended the facilities be
sold. piving Canmada the first
gplion o buy.

Mr. Buchta said Canada
waived its oplion because the
project was loo expensive, and
allowed the U5 bo recoup s
losses by seiling to private -
terests, [n 1947, the project was
put up for sale, and purchased by
ane of iis Cconstreclwn  coO-
tractors, LB, Foster Ltd.. of
Pittsburgh. Tor $70H,000.

The American firm salvaged
the construction equipament and
heavy machinery leit' behind
when the U5, abandoned the

project, then sold their rights o
Pembina Sales and Eguiprment
Ltd,. of Westlock. Alberta, for
I XK

The partnecship that ran the
Alberta firm was dissolved, o
1956, and Thomas Rimmer, one of
the [wo OWDers :
acguired the project. He sald his
interests to Mr, Buchta 20 vears
later

Ar. Buchta lermed Barbarosa
Enterprises Lid. in 1971 with
himsedf as president and his Towr
financtal backers as major
sharehalders. He won't say whoe
his Burchers are. except they are
privade eitizens and {ne mongy 15
Caaadian.

ile. BEimmer. who has retised
mm Winterbarn. Alberta, said he
said Mr. Buchta salvare fghis to
Cangl for SLux aller sirippang
the pipelne and service rood of
mesl of ifs equipment

- sold him equpment on ihe
highway from mile o 10 mile 1460,
said Alr. BRimmer.

He says ke formizhed M
Buchia with a descririen of the
macmnery and equipment  beft

" algag the site. ©'[ told boa Lhere
wase © i much ledft,”” he saed. =7
dion 't think it was worth going
[P

—'T;..r’._ ﬂl"ﬂﬁ'_'Tr!‘

YWhen his firm bought the Canol
praject in 1938, all they ri:l:-_:i\_w:d
was i descripbion of TeMaining
equipment left by the American
salvage aperation. "There were
shovels, draglines. scrapers and
a1l kinds of power equipment.”
gsaid Mr. Rimmer. He and his
partner worked during the
summer for seven vears. floating
eguipment down the Mackenzie
River to Hay River. trucking it
put from there.

dir. Buchta doesa't look like an
pppartunist who takes advantage
ol leophoics in government
documents, Hes a German-born
citizen, and at 46, the president of
a small eprsiruction contracting
[irm in Edmonion. With
energetic  movements  he
produeces a battery of govern-
ment documents from a brown
attache caze, and hammers out
an overpowering monolone
punctuated by the movement of
his stubby rignt forefinger which
punches the air to drive home his
point.

“He knows those documents
bockwards and forwards.” said
his lawver who apparently
doesnt, but offered the following
opinion:if we can show a chain
to title from Canada w the U5,
we wowid extinguwsh aboriginal
rights. The Indians woulen't be
able to lay claim to thal Ja.n-:l_.“

The land MMr. Buchat Is
claiming surrounds the S00HD-

.-'r..-lij_r.q':__.;__ = |'”-| |_I";-

matie Inchan and claom, on which
1 eaveal whs dgranted hul 1§ necs
Ing appéaicd

Two kevy dorcumenis are
missing foom  the Rarbrosa
claim. The company decsn't have
a lewal deseriprion o the lanc
nor has il peod the land =S ever
sald o the 174

Mr. Buchiza =zid the Lmd m
quesiion  sirelches {ram
degrees porth latiiude to the
Aretie Oeean, and east from fhe
Alaska-Yukon Dorder fto DLl
degrees longiude, Just west of
Fort =mith. Burt somebody has
added his Higures wrong: on the
map. the Barbaross claym covers
ithe whole %ukon., and akoul
threeguarters of the Disrict of
Alackenzie, The Canada Year
hook savs the Lol area occupied
hw the YVukon and the District of
Mackenzee 15 only about S3%HE
sepuare miles,

tther documents say the U5
never gof the rights to explore
and drill ea that lznd in the firs:
place. According 1o an old
Eovernment press celease. the
U5 chd get rights o a smalier
ares, where the ezsiern border
was ¢l o a line paralle! to the
bMackenrie River through the
centre of Grest Beer Lake, going
no  further east than Fort
Provadance.

Jvor is ihere & legal descraplion
of the land in zay of the
documents Mr. Buchta furnished
reporiers. For the rogistrar of
fomds and tithes o even consider
registering  the properiv., Mr
Bachia will have 1o corme up with
the begal deseripion from filesin
Ottawa, or have the land sus-
veyed at enarmoud gosl.

I the land is repcted by the
regisirar after it’s surveved
" Parbaresa can <onlest the
devision in couri, The serond
hiordle for the Barbarosa group is
to prove 2o anterest in (ke lend.
and nmowhere in e documentis
ir. Buchla supplied 15 there
reference  to awnership of
sovthing bl pipeune [aoilitics
It appears from e dotumenls,
the 15, oemed the {ooifinies.
lezsimg the fand beneath ithem.
anad geliing froe nzots to explore
and elrall for o1l elsewhere

Just how much imterest Bar-
Eornss has i the lasa will bave 1o
be inderpreted in courl from Lhe
oL nik3 L
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The Wells and Canag;
A visit after 25 yea's

W.0. Kupsch

imperial Ouf Cmp.mj-"s producieg site al Norman Weils. Seyond is the Mackenzie Fiver.

To ke residents in the seiftle-
ments afong the Mackenzie River
“The Wells™ means Morman Waells
and the ol hal ils small refinery
supphes up and down the river.
Althowgh recent estimales put re-
serves &t a respectable 500 million
barreis, thi= one and only produc-
ing field north of the sixteeth paral-
fel in Canada iz not tied by
pipeline, road, or rzilroad to a
wider market. It was not always so,
A graph showing production
from- “The Wells™” reveals half a
cenury of trangusl growih interrupis

ed by an incredible peak soaring
upwards during one year of frantic
activity, The slary behind this graph
i one of discovery, exploitation,
peace, and war. I i5 a story of
gealogy and economics, One astute
observer cited it as 2 clear illusira-
tion of the fact that the pace of
northern development is sef by the
market place rather than by real
or imagined physical and engineer-
ired difficulties. And that is only one
lesson @ be learmed from tha his-
tery of Morman Wells and the Conr
Project.
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An parly as 173 ™, ., . preces of
Petrolium, which bears a resemb-
lance to yvellow wax _ . . " were re-
corded by Alexander Mackenzia
along the banks of the mightiest
river in Canada amd the one that
now bears his name. He probably
saw his petroleum at the Ramparts,
close to the present Fort Good
Hope. For mamy years these “tar
springs”  remained the prircopal
supply of “pitch™ o the canoemean
af the Soedson's Bay Company for
caulkino thewr boats. There was
iy & =iled néesd for the oroduct
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Hence the accurences of ol springs
in the Mackenzie River valley re-
mained known to only a few.
Seepages near what is now Mar-
man Wells were first inwestigated
wilh an eye on possible cxploila-
tion in 1911 by L K Cormwall of
the Morthern Trading Company, but
he failed to arouse sufficient in-
terest in his plans, Some months
before the oculbreak of ihe First
World War a Calgary-based syndi-
cate engaged Dr. T. O. Boswarth to
slake three claims at the mouth of
a tributary lo the Mackenzie Riwver,
which later became known as Bos-
warth Cresk. Further exploitation
had to awail the return of peace
but in 1216 the claims were acguir-
ed by the Morthwest Company, a
subsidiary of the Imperial Oil Com-

pany, Ltd.
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The Norman Wells ailfield &5 S88T from
“walking beam™ of the calle- toal drillteg rig.
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The site where the first well was
to be drilled on these claims was
chosen by Ted W. Link In Juky,
jo1a, a party of eight geslagists
and drillers, all  employecs af
Imperial, left Edmonton by train to
the end of the steel al Walerways,
Alberia. Here they embarked on &
fiver boat taking with them a win-
ter's supply of food. a drilling rig.
and "ONd HMig™, a blacx ox. They
reached Fort Norman in Septem-
ter. From there they stll had to
descend the river for 33 miles be-
fare camping on its right bank
They were then some 1,150
gir miles north of Edmonton bul had
travelled about 2,700 miles on land
and on water (in 1970 Pacitc
Western Airlines left the Edmonton
Industrial Airpart on Thursdays and
Fridays at 0930 direct to the paved
airstrip al Norman Wells to arrive
thera at 1240 for a flying time of 3
nours. 10 minutes in the comiort of
y Boming 737 jet aircraft?).
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the Mackenzie River in 1927. Nole the
Emrys o




River barges laden with frames for bunk houvses and Wrecks losded wilh gasoliing
drems felf Forth Smith for the wesk-long inip o Norman Weils.

depth of 100 feet, but only at a
depth of 783 feet were commercial
quantities encountered. The first
oil well in the Northwest Terrlaries
thus came into existence on August
20, 1920, when this depth was
reached.

it was not until the auturmn of the
year following ihat the well was
brought into production. And 1hat
was aiter {reeze-up wihich, because
some supplies were urgently need-
ed, caused ditficulties that wora
promptly overcome by a techinical
innovation., The much wanied ma-
terials were flown from Edmanton
to the bush camp by two Junkers
float-eguipped  aircratt, specially
acguired by Imperial tor this first

“-._air supply of a field crew in Canada.

Alzo, sfll in 1221, the Neorthwest
Emﬁ“&n_:.r ==t up & small refinery
with a daily.capacily of 300 barreis
of crude oil and-capable of produc-
ing motor gnsnliné'and diesel fuel,
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™ It had taken the Imperial Oil men  heit by stoking their stoves with  The first phase of il production in
' so long to travel porth that not  plentifl wood and feeding them-  the north came, however,
much couid be accomplished be- selves on flour, fish, and “Old MNig™ inglorious end when a local market
fore the onset of winter except lo wrned imo sieaks when his hay  failed lo develop and the refinery
sel up camp, an operation in which ran out had o be shut down. The sterm-
the ox helped by hauling logs. It took again Some bwo monihs whealers then on the Mackenzie
Three men retumed o Edmonton, in 1920 for a party of sevén to°  River used wood and so did the
and the five who remained wintered trave! from Edmonton to the chos- local residents for heating  their
in their tents keeping warm when en site byt soon upon arrival (July houses. Im 1924 it was all owver,
temperalures oulside dropped io the eighih) drilling of the well com- with the six wellz then drilled
a= much as 60° below zero Fahren- menced. 0 showed first at a capped.
O barges approachimg the docks al Norman Weils,
il L i ™ IL.I, T TE———
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Supplias  werg fransporied  owerland
fram  Fitzgeratd (right] to Forl Smith.

Production records showing any
significant figures are available far
porman Wells only from 1332 on-
wards. The dewelopment of the
pitchblende and silver deposiis at
Port Radium on Great Bear Lake in
that year by Eidorado Gaold Mines
Lid. ereated a demand for diesel
fuel and other products which "The
Wells” could supply. The primilive
system of hauling barrets by wagon
and dog sled to the river's edge
was improved. Besides the “bsg”
eustomer, Eldorado, others started
to use oil products. it was a period
of modest growth. From 10 barrels
per year in 1932, production went
up to 24,000 barrels in 1841, Avia-
tion gasoling was produced im a
new refinery which by 1240 had a
capacity of about B4D parrels of
crude oil per day. Because much
of the product was to be shipped
to Port Radium it proved necessany
to build in 1939 cne of the forst
product pipelines in the wiorid,
gight and a half miles long, o cir-
cumvent the Bear River rapids.”

Thiz then was the siluation at
morman Wells when the Japanese
altacked the U.S. fleet in Pearl
Harbour, December 7, 1341 a
small, almost forgotten refinery 0
a wirlually unknown part of the
Canadian bush relying on oniy
four producing wells with anolher
seven exploratory dry wells. What
followed that atltack was glovifed
by some at the time as “The Epic
of Canal™ " bul decried by others
in hindsight as “the wars epC
Blunder™. An unbiased study of the

" yarious imterconnected mifitary um-

dertakings of the war Yyesrs in
northwestern Canada and Alaska

- popkies, 0. B, [Conadian Geographical
Jpureal, Mouembsr, 1944

i Pimmim, Rechard, (Cansciar Geographicsd
Jouraal, March, 1847).

#
Today this sectian of fhe Candl Boad i
Dode GCamyay haz boen  compisiely
wasied owl Bt
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has yel 1o be written. It may prave
an impossible task Bookkeepors
and auditors are not conspicuous
among military personned - and

therefore even the roughest esti-

mates of actual costs are hard o
obtzin. The Canol Project (which is
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reputed o have involved the mov-
ing of 200,000 tons of eguipment
and matarials, the building of mors
miles of road than the Alaska High-
way, the stringing of 1,000 miles of
telephone wire, as well as the fay-
ing of 1,600 miles of pipe) has been
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estimated lo have cost at least 134
million dodlars,

Concern of the United States
Government with supply routes to
Alaska, parlicularly after the Jap-
anese oocupied the Aleutizns late
in 1941, led first to the builging of
@ series of airlields for the Norlh-
Wesl Staging Foule betwesn Ed-
monton  and  Alaska. This was
followed by construction of the
Alaska Highway to support the air-
fields and the Canadian Oil Project
[Canol for shart) to supply gasaline
and fuel gil. The history of Canol
i5 most closely tied to that of
Marman Waells.

The Canol Project called for an
increase i production of "The
Wells™. Extensive geological sur-

veys were undertaken, Through
these and later stedies it s now
wnown that the odl occurs in the Kee
Scarp reef limestone of late Middle
Devonian age, Concurrent with tho
field work 67 wells, 60 of which
produced, all by natural flow, were
drilled between the start of the pro-
ject in the summer of 1942 and
March B, 1945, the fermination dale
of the drilling contract. A tank farm
was constructed at Camp Cangl
across  the river from BMorman
Wells. Four-inch pipe to camry
crude oil from there to a newiy
buill refinery al Whitehorze, Yukon,
wits laid for a distance of 457 miles
and six-inch pipe for the remaining
120 miles, The line was o climb
from an elevation of 300 feel near

dorman Wells to 5860 fest 2t mile
B8, its highest point. It was to be
Ia:d{n NArrow Ccanyons, fraverse
muskegs, pass over permanently
frazen QEE}UHd. and cross wide,
wild streams. |"was to go through
the magnificently rugged scenery
of the pnexplored Mackenzie Maurn-
tamng, Nine pumping stations wers
to be buill to keep oil mowving
through the line. Now, some 25
¥ears after they were abandoned,
the buildings and equipment stiil
remaimireg at these stations can not
fail but impress the visitor, The en-
gines have been removed but the
pumps are still there in Canada's
nafth a5 are derefict trucks and
other heavy equipment,

To buwild, maintain, and operate
the pipeline from Moman Wells to
Whilehorse, a road wazs needed,
Work started on the pipeline and
the road early in 1943 after the
spring of 1842 had Seen the signing
of an agreement between the
United States and Canadian govern-
ments, beng followed immediately
by the moving of men and materials
into the Morthest Territories. The
engineering and construction feats
of that summer make for quite a
story in themselves. They involved
building  airstrips, winter roads,
tractor trails, barges, docking faci-
lities, and the shipping by any
means passible [but mainly by
water] of materials o Morman
Walls, Whiteharse, and other points
north, It ook one year to gel the
pipe and eguipment to where it
was needed. It took somewhat less
than one year to build the Morman
Weills — Whitehorse line. Welding
of the last joint took place in Febe
ruary 1244, and oil reached White-
horse first on April 16, with a pump-
mg rate of 3,500 barrels per day.
The Canol road was completed by
October. It led trom Gamfp Canol
to Johnson's Crossing, Yukon, a
junction of the Alsaka Highway.

Seven-lon lopds of pipe wery carrieg by
fge ucks ower Iho Alaska Highway.




Supparling pipelines to carry the
refined petroléum products from the
Whitehorse refinery were complet-
ed in 1943: a louwr-inch pipe along
the right-of-way of the While Pass
and Yukon Rzilway to tidewsater af
Skagway in the Alsska panhandie,
a three-inch pipe along the Alaska
Highway to Fairbanks, and a lwo-
inch one from Watson Lake to Car-
cross where it connected with the
Skagway-Whitehorze line. Of thesa
hnez gnly the one along the rail-
way still exists but il i now wsed
to bring products from Skagway o
Whitehorse, rather than in the re-
werse direclion as originally in-
tended, Why? Simply because this
proved to provide a cheaper pro-
duct,

The imminent defeat of the Jap-
anese, which became ciearly ap-
parent n ke spring of 1945,
brought as great a change in activi-
ties in Canada's northwest as had
the threatening enemy caused four

~y@ars earlier. After having operat-
2d for only 11 months the White-
horse refinery was closed and the
valvezs on the pipeline shut. That
pre—war economic conditions e
twrned is nowhere more apparent
than in the production curve of the
Norman Wells odilfieid. Again, now
that a connection with the “oul-
side™ was no longer economically
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Tightening Soils on fop of a huge slorege fank along the Canol pipeline. Tanks were
shipped i seclions and later bolted logodther.

justified, local requirements Qov-
erned development, The demands
afl  the Mackenzie Valley after
Warld War Il were about the same
as they had been belore the star
of the haostilities but they have
been increasing gradually and
fairly regularly ever since.
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Canol ::Egﬂh?rﬂued that the
north could be conguered. It also
showed the costs inwglved, al-
though they can be percenved only
through a haze. Monetheless, les-
sang should mow have been learn-
ed that oilmen may remember in
the 1970's which can be expecled
to see pelraleum produced from
the shores of the Arctic Ocean
and transportation of crude oil
and gas to the markets in southemn
Canada and in the United States.
Alsp, it has been said that the
recognition of the significant re-
serves al "The Wells” adds eme
phasis to the promize of petroleum
production from Canada's nodth
and that the MNorman Wells fiedd
shiouid be regarded as "one of the
worid's best oil shows™. |

Canol has not lived up to earlier
expeciations that it would have

Tighionimg & vaive hesd.
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foundztion for the conlinuing devel-
opment of the o business in jhe
Morthraest  Territories. The wells
drilled for Cangl onee again pro-
duce crude 3t almos! the same
leved a5 in 1944, The local market
has grown since the Second World
War and has kept pace with the
steady  incresse  in economical
aclivilies of all kinds in the Mac-
kenzie Diztrict, There are no rea-
song {0 bebieve thal the generzl
upward curve of the graph showing
oil production at Morman Wells
will change il direclion or slope.
Moreower, for owver more tham 20
years this graph his proved to be
a reliable thermometer of general
economic health .in the Norhwest
Territoriez. The huge storsge
tanks for petroleum products at
The Wells instalied in 1970 are a
tangible expression of the prevail-
g oplimisiic outlook for fulure
econgmic  dewvelopment of Can-
ada's north.
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“lasting
“gnduringly berefical”
“lhe roads wouwld
and improweds.
would  cost

b Yukon arnd Alaska from California

and that by sea. There was no lomger any
maintained need for the Canol pipeline or the
It was estimated road. The refinery in Whileharze
ocne  million was sold, dismantled, and shipped

doflars 8 year to do that and it piecemeal to Edmonten  where
turned ouwt to be cheaper lo Sup- such & plant was  desperately
ply petroleum  products  to  the neaded alter the dizcovery of the

\ a
Eﬂgﬁ:r' N

—y Wﬂtﬁﬂn Lake
e P '.'
L o SO i

144

'.-:5_;" o ‘-I JFSIJ _I|I - _j.-‘.;_-l':

b P

=
- "‘ I: —— -
-#" .'T._A_I-r:"i_-ﬁ{ Hl-... _r_.'_-.: ':.'“:::E;

. s E
SRR Ii - -S,'*Fr e = t.’L-..
ary

ool a1
il el bt -
St [

3 L]
s R Ly

':.-Ln. ot et 1

i F R A e
ALY = oo

Leduc oil field in 1947, That part
of the Canol road leading from
the main camp on the keft bank of
the Mackenzie River 1o the divida
soparating the Morthwest Territor-
jes from the Yukon fell imo dis-
repair. The stretch from Johnson's
Croszing to Ross River and some
distance beyond inle the moun-
lains of the Yukon has been im-
proved and is in use as it leads
o some mineral prospects. The
stee] pipe, which lay on the Swr-
face and was not buried in a
trench, was also sold and remov-
ed. Only some cracked, bent, or
gtherwise damaged sections &an
still be seen o lie around in Some
placas,

Al that s visible now of Canal
iz Canada’s longest ghost road,
complate with ghost villages —
the former camps and pumgirmg
slations, In the emply bDuiddings
anything of walve has long since
been taken away and much of what
remains has been broken or shat-
tered by men throwing rocks or
dizcharging guns. Hundreds of bed
springs and window [Irames are
stacked in some buildings. Bins
it tha aulomalive parts deparkment
are =il filled with nuts, bolts, gas-




The Climate of the Canol Route, N.W.T.,

———

Aupust - Septemher

This summary i= compiled largely from Enviromment Canada's The Climate

nf the Mackenzie Valley, wolz, T & II.

1} General. The meteorological records for the regiom go back only a few
decades. There are no stations higher tham 3000 fr., pone pearer than Horman
Wells to the Canol Route. Weather in mountainous regions iz very ;uch affected
by local conditions. Consequently much of the analysis is interpretive and
speculative. In general though, it gives a good indicatiom of what we can expect.

-

2} Hours of Daylight. In mid-August there will be about sixteen hours of

daylight. This will reduce to about 12.5 hours by the end of the first week
of September. There will be extended twilights, as is normal im the Korth,

although local topography like deep ravines could rveduce its impact.

3) Temperature. The mean maximum for July in the mountainous region (say
from the Dodo Canvon ond) is 60" : for October it is 25%. We should be about
halfway between, at 40°-55". The mean daily temperature for July is 50%; for
October it is 15°. The mid-point is 32ﬂ. or right at freezing. The mean dally
minimum for July is 40°;: for October is 10%; the midpoint is 25°. Temperatures
on any given day could easily be 15 above or belew this, or in other words,

[ {2

&0 o .
we can expect temperatures from 63 or moere to 5 or maee. The range could

eazily be more.
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On the other hand, there is frequently a temperature {inversion which
will keep temperatures at night, at 5000' above sea level, ten to fifteen
degrees higher than at sea level. We might expect to benefit from this about
half the time. This imversion, exists during the day in winter, but not im the

summer when the sun shines.

4) Precipitatiom. The annual precipitation in the mountainous region is

25-30 or more inches per year. Thiz is far greater thamn the semi-desert
conditions Sandy mentioned. The reason for this is the normal increase in
precipitation with rise in altitude. Prcﬂipitﬂtiun;wiﬂ.be.affactcd by local
conditions which we have no means of anticipating. Precipitation imcreases
25-30% in this region for each 1000 ft. of altitude. Mean July precipitation
iz 3-3.5", and October 1= o-% 5", We can expect 15-20 days with measurable
precipitation in a acoth, or 1/2 to 2/3 of the days we are out. This dees not
imply that it will rain or snow all day on these days, only that there will
be some precipitatiom. In terms of amounts and frcquency, this is like
Algonguin Park.

The first smow fall of at least cne inch, at 5000', occurs before
September 10. AT least ome inch of snow is om the ground to sStay before Septem—

ber 20.

5} Unusual weather. During the July 1B-21 period of 1970 it rained more than

five inches imn the gountain region. On the Keele River water TosSe about thres
inches per hour em July 20, and began to overflew its banks. 1t peaked at 2'7"
ghove the cabia floor om July 21 and began to drop at 2 rate of two inches an

&

hour. & plane parked on 2 landing strip. ~zhed away, as did 20" of river bank.

If we encounter a ¢nin like that it will immobilize u= for 31=5 &
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If we are beside a river, we will probably have to wait the best part of a week
to cross.

The meteorologists estimate about a one in eleven chance of this sort
of storm occurring in a given year. Lesser, but still szewvere rainstorms goccur
more freguently.

On June 2, 1971, a wind of 70 mph occurred, and blew for about half
an hour. This was an example of wind channelling in a mountain wave configura-—

tion. We might run inte some local breezes like this.

5% Conclosions.

1. We have to be prepared for everything.

2. Cold, wet days are likely. This reinforces my decision to bring
gaiters, rain chaps, cagoule, and a hat. I am alse going to bring
shoe grease (sno-seal).

3. We can easily be delayed several days at a river crossing because
of high water.

L. Ar BOOD" it could po below zero.

5. We won't run out of daylight.
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CEFARTMEMT OF MATIONAL DEFEMCE bt"%% MIMISTERE DE LA DEFENSE HATIOMALE
i
g
A AR
WR 1990-2 {50 MILE}
1 Horthern Region HeadquarLers
The Ewvans Block
Yellowknife, N.W.T.
¥OE 1HO
21 Marech 1973
Hra. E-.I.a.l.i- L&Wi.ﬁl
District Hanager
Environment Canada
Plﬂ! EI'D‘H 231:’
Yellowknife, H.W.T. i
XOE 1HOD
Dear Mr. Lewis: I-rlﬂi

Thank you for your letter of 728 Feb 73 in whick you request
information on the history and current status of the CANCL PipalinEI
Rﬂad-

I am enclosinz an extract from a report held in our library.
The report is one prepared by 1 fonstruction Engineering Umit of the
Canadian Forces on the present state of the CANOL Highway and details
very well the current state of the Yuksn Territory portion of the
Highway. Many excellent photographs accompany the report. Should you
wish you may contict the undersigned to arrange Lo see the entire
report.

You will note from the enclosure thar the Mowmership™ of this
Pipeline/Highway is rather fuzzy. MNr- Dan BEilling, B, Goweroment
of the H.J.T., recently advised this Headguarters that he had been
instructed to sacher informaticn om this project to support.a possible
clean-up operatiom and he may by noWw hawve clarified che ownership
issue.

Please feel free to contact this Headguarters if you wish
further assistance and/or informacion.

Yours t=ulys

J.L. McDougall
Major
or Comnander Horcherm Begion

Enelosure: 1
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w. Thnm Canol Highway sextends from the north emd of Teslin Lake in Korthern
Yukor (lstitude 609 Z0' longitude 1339 20') to Camp Cenol, oprosite Norman
anlls on the Mackenzis River, Nerthwest Territories (latituda 65° 15° -
long itude 127% oU') & total distance of 513 miles. This road is well marked
oy mile markers indieating mileages from uils O (Johnson's Crossinmg) up
grtil the torder of the Northwest Tarritories is reached, After this peint,
somn of the original merkers are still present but they indicate the mileoages
from Camp Canol located st the northern end of tha rosd.

b, The Cancl Highway may be reached both from the Alasks Highway at
Joknson's Crossing or from the Robert Campbell Highway which intersects

. the Cancl doad just south of the Pelly diver at Hoss Aiver (kile 142 of

Cancl). The Campbell Highway runs from #ataon Lake to Carmacks and has
achioved nll westher status. A map of The Canel Highway inspected 13
attached as Arnex A.

o. During the summers of 1555 and 1970 the Yukon territorial gove rmment has
heen restoring the Tukon section of the road leadins from Johnson's Crossing
{kila G} to the border of the Northwasi Tarritories (Mile 252). MKaintenance
operationa are conducted from Lthres read camps loomted at wuiet Lake {¥ile
Gu), Hoss Hiver (¥ile 142) and Shelden lakse (¥ile 212). Included in the
rattoration process iz the replacemant of many of the originsl bridges. Tha
grovel rosd in approashing all weether status and genmerally was in excol] amt
condition during the period of the study. Sxcessive rainfall, however,

arcounterad during the reoce made certain amctionz of the road guite sliprery.

d. Thn topography and geology of the ares are desoribed in detail in the
second edition of the Geologloml Survey desoribing the Geological Hecon=
naifsance along the Cencl Head, from Tealir River to Mackillan Pass, Yuken,
writton by E.b. Kindle in 1946. Puzping staticns wers eriginall; planned at
the following mileapes: T8, 127, 238, 507 (2ame as 21¢ out of Camp cancl},
174 Cancl, 111 Canol, 76 Canol and 36 Canol. They are more closely spaced
out of Canol bescause of the 1ift over the Kacken: is Kountains.

a. Particular amphasis was placed on soponnoitering areas wheres pumping
gtat jons wera oripinally looated as these aroas would natummlly ecntsin
the high sonecentrations of debtris.

¥, Thn recce of the Canol was aarried out during the season ol autumn at
a timn when the foliags wae ohenging polor, az i8 evidenced by s=ome of the
agttachad photographes. The panorama of sclour set against s baclkground ol
lakes, fast flowing rivers and mourtain pesks, some of whigh were snow
ganped, left an enduring impressicm of majestic socenic beauty whieh wanuld
be diffigult to surpews, This road has bDeecn atfeotively roopened during
the last two summers for summer travel and garticesa both mining interests
and peme outf{itters, 1n addition to privats hunters. Becmuse ths potemial
for hunting, fishing and eightseeing appear sonsidarable, there 15 every
réggson o helieve thet the road 18 goling to get full uss in the future by
tourists in additiomn To humting arnd mining imterassts. The gensral appeacance
af the road now may bDe olassified as untis, ip that empty o1l drums, I0ES
filled or partially filled 01l druma, truck hulks and aoosggaries, grader
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parts, lengths 3l d-ipoh pipe line, buileing dobris, etc., are aoal TAred
Lhrowghout Lo 1on, th of line trrapeated, plthough by Tar the most littersd
armaam Oacur on thae lpper cenol (rerth of Hoss Hiver, klle 142). Thera 18
no yunaatlon tat that mont of the debris may be attributad directl, o the
military Ganol pro je-b complated by the United States .ar Lepariment in
1944, Kkilitary markings nre still very much in svldenco.

ze  In additiom to tha visuel ‘and @il pollution anzountersdi, two strands of
nu=ber 1J ooponr ja-:'.-:gtn-rl' staml ooTH sommubicat ion sable (ses nnex C} s
obsarved runming perallel to Tuao road, although in many instencaes it amb
aot. wigible from the road, boing located a considerable distanse from t ha
road. Tt a3 seen at sporsdic intervels right up to File 297. 1In somA
jnetancas the poles had fallen to the ground leavVing tho wirs or ~iTes
t1.htly suspended just above ground leovel. This conditien, <hich mist b8
axractod L0 geT w0CSse, sonstitutes a real hazard to wild 1ife in the= arfk.
Figure ¥ shows the carains of a moose caught in the wire. An adéitismal
Aarger to wile 1ife was the large mambar of exposed LOArcs found at tne <ld
pumsing stations and sampa, with sharp meils protruding through wadrin. o
ba stopped On.

he dAasponsible oeople apcountered in shitehorse ware vary poncarred with
the mess existin, sloenj the Canol Road, but recognized that LRE CaTaTiAL
rilitary Forcas have no raspensibilivy TO clean 1t up. Losevar, pors-d
angourt mred alon;; the fancl route, not kmewing the boack round, sjusgsivned
{f "tha Canadiar Army warsa coming to olean thelr mess vo".  In edaitics

tha Diroctor of Game for the Governmant of the Yukon 8xpresse. uiasm =T T0e
danger to wild life causad by the above mentioned wire ssm stalsc 1t s +ald

ba pameved .

Js Coneidnarabla ragearah Wy garried out in nhitehorss to determire if, upyn
gbundoning, the canol Pipa Line in 1945, = BRlVEE® ecoptract was lat by oo
Lnited 3tates war pepartmant o dispose of the patarinls attrimutes ©O e |
projsct, GBecause of the length of time since tha project wWasd ptandaned, NG
regords could be found whioh woald orove that sush & aontract axisted,
although it is oartaln ons doss exist. A vialt T9 tha Crown A3sets wiszosal
Corporation in Edmenton, albertn, confirmed that whila Crown assers 21
handle the dispesal of apecified sections of the everall Sancl projecs,
they did not handle the roas leading from Johnson's Croessing TO Logrras =il
1t is believaed That the United States anr Departrent sold tne anlvagt Pyt
to an American Firm after tne war, who garriad out @xt ansive SALVROE SUSTART
tions. Jt 15 astimated, for sxample, that at les3t 754% of the 4-inch 7
hag baen removed, T Aappears that the gontrmot WAS then handlad Gty 4 br.
mor;e Frince ot Lawson Gity, Eal., mither a3 & reorasentative far Lhe
Amacinan Company or in his own interests, andé than finally by 3. day tiade

ard Le. Tom Heimer LTOD sagloch, Albsrta. ATTempTs WaTd made 1o Pine ThHis

enntract to datarmina if

(1) Thera #ns an inherant responaiblilit, descriked in the salvapsy
scontract T9 return the “rondeide terrain to  1%3 orisinal state’
j.8. A Slampn up alause,

(z; Jhero wes anh sime limit as to k~w long thm salvape operanticns

1.4 0
DL ARE .




e Y

- 40 -

because of the nature of the project it was deemed inadvisable to displayw
the military interest any more than was necessary. Lacking & clear mandate
to investigate the legal background of theproject, no effort was made to
contact the United States Government or the two gentlemen from Wesloch,
Alberta. All information received indicated that the desired coatractural
information would hawe to be obtained directly from the United States
Government. Should informatiom be required, two possible sources are:

1, Uonited Statez Foreign Liguidation Commission;
2, Department of the Army
Alasks District E&fps
P.0, Box 7002
Anchorage, Alaska

'

It iz assumed that Mr. Hade or Mr. Beimer from Wesleoch, Alberta, must have
gome form of comtract which haz been iszsued to them in the past from the
United States Government and ratified by some Canadian officizl,

k. The salvage operations are still taking place and a man residing in
Johnson's Crossing, has been removing materials for the a/m Mr. Hade., It
appears that legally the materials existing along the Canol arc.privately
ovmed and no action could be taken for their disposzal until permiszsion is
received from their ocwmer,

m. Although the materials were left by the United States forees, it is
believed that much of the untidy mess pow existing could be atrributed to
the salwvage operations and to the cannibalization carried out after the
departure of the United States Forces., It iz believed that the debris
existing along the Canol should be cleaned up by somebody. Should the
Canadian Armed Forces take on this task, the following steps are suggested:

(1} Advise the Yuken Territerial Government that the Military Forces
wish to offer their services to clean up the Canol debris caused
by the wartime military force.

(2) Effect liaison with Mr. Hade and Mr., Biemer to ensure there are
no legal obstacles to the proposed "clean up".

(3) UOtilizing a small complement of service personnel and equipment
procesd to burn the oil, thoroughly compact and bury the debris
wtilizing sapitary landfill methodsz, and remove the communication
cable, A suggested operation is attached as Annex B,

C. CONCLUSIONS

a. Approximately 200 filled or partially filled o0il and grease drums were
found along the Canol Highway in addition te small areas of earth saturated
with oil and greases. This, if not considered a serious pollution problem,
creates an unsightly mess,

b. Approximately 000 eppty oil drums, 200 truck hulks, miseellaneous
viehicle parts, pipeline materials and building debris were found scattered
along the Cinol with the heawiest concentration being at pumping stations
and supply depots. This debris serves. .. spoil what otherwise could be
considered 2 very scenic drive.
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a. Two sommunication cablaes waers Observed runnin sarmllel L i.ne Chil A
the wires pusitionec

Figheay. Se3ticne of this pole line are collapsad #iLh T
in suweh a wa, as o provide a hazard to wild liis in lhe nred.

dolovs VEKIAT TVLS
e

ne Should it b= dacidad that it 18 in gaprice intorasts Lo elanr u; tha
dahria cogurrin, sleng the Cancl Highway, the followin, Astion 1S oo Al 2 =

{l; vbtaim the nagaiBArY elaaranoas from the appropriate nrensios.

(¢, rurn the sils and ;reases still oxistin: in conmtalnsri.
1

{3 GCeonsoelidate debris in pradeslignatsd disposal mreas, cormmacl and
bury the debris utilizing sanitary 1andfill principlas.

14 namove commnications cable and tury in disposal arsas, ar oot
rid of it as salvape.
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"For the challenge of the trip”

Historic Expedition

Heads up the North Canol

By MAURICE BYBLOW

simply "for the challenge of
the mip” six Fare residents,
thres Ross River people, and a
wWhirchorze man embarked on
what cowld be the east-central
Tukon's most daring venture
since constroction of the Cansl
Road during World War I1.

Ten spowinabilers, seven of
them pulling liftean (oot to-
bogpans pajr.cf with supplics and
geear for at least a two week mid-
winter journey, left Row River
Tast Sunday moming o begin
an eight hundred mile return
Tres zl-:‘:-ng the abandoned Canol
Pipeline routs.

The parry is desuned for Mor-
mran Wells fo the N.W.T.., an
Imperial J6l refinery staton
that serves the north Mackenzie
Valley. The group intends o
reach thsir poal this weebkand,
in tirmng for TOWN'S Winter
festivity, goared o coincide
with the snowmobiler's arrival.

Second try

This yeac's ellort iz a follow:
up o last year's attempt of 3
similar nature nvalving man
of the same poople.  That ellon
saw gnly the first one hundred
miles mekked belore the paay
retumed . bDeloing siow coawiie
tiors and overloaded sicds were
- the main reasons lor Lailure.

Thiz year the parcy planmed
well i advanes., Tocliminate
eammying addition woiziprise of sul-
ficient gas for the entre joumey,
three gos e aches .|‘.m-.1;_'.:|.c Tofe

have been preparcd.  The firt
ninctoen barre! coclie, Plowas o
lagt fall !13‘ plagms, th of e Ll

el

pladlan Ease aicsTrar,

¥ 1l - ]
A thirry i

wie flowr 10 a site a hundred
ik les trom Morman Wells,

The expedition, aside from the
im-advance gas prepararion .
plans to be self-sofficient for
the e wnbending o cﬂunm-rfl
ar all with the '::uum-:lcuunuil .
they rezch Momman Wells. Tools.
food, sleeping gear, and all
necessary supplics aze boing
cactied with them.

The Ten

Brave Ones

Moshern Canada Power Com-
misgpion perionnel, Gordon Walm-
slev with his wife Lorma af Famo
and Harey Jensen of Whitehorse
are of the expedition. The
Walemleys are avid ourdoors=
men and extremely well versed
with ghe history of the area.
The wip is their holiday and
MCPC donated a partial sponsoc-
ship for the wip.

Anvil mnp]uym:_t Al Goldie
and Bob Gilesbrecht bave also
taken Boliday gime off for the
mip. Al and Bob arc sporcing
Anvil grickers on their machines,
Bob' s wile Annpeite iz one ol the
tlires W n'l.a.kjng the trip.

The aher female challenger
is hlabel Rishey, wife of Pete,
a prospector and mimneral ideno-
fication LOEfructor iTom Ross
River- The two Rist ane
veberas= of nartharn lile and
have Dzen in the arca for mors
than ten JPears.

Protrably the most entizsed
ouET fhue DIp wask Fachet r-hg:lu.:_'
of Farg. Fathcer, a T Axk

i pricst. miade the dNor=
~ 3le puin hack in 1351, on

pont when i

T civhwnl prorstaTe ey

mile trips by snewmebile in the
Fomr Kelson afea several jears "
ago and logked facward o this

gip with enewed vigour. The

Raven newspaper helped with

Fathes's cost of the wip-

Arthur John, & Ross River vei-
eran, was caughs on his oap-
line pulling hiz traps when the
expadition left Ross Sunday
moming. He met them several
miles up the Canol; made a
fhying trip back 1o Ross, packed
his :.[E:d apd proceseded 1o cach
up. Cause of his delay was an
apparent changs in the group’s
date of leaving.

Il hiz enthusiasm to make the
wip rellect the entusEasm of
o fhian JUST TEn i_%:llg.tc.d
Yukon resdenis OMoWRENs Up
the Morth Canol today. then
we can revive our far in the
windannted norfhern advenmume-

‘o SpLrit-

W H ITE sref(E ST
NP”L,.:H,_ th_ﬁ -




=i
"
il

=

U

r'j;.-'_...u il i

GORDON WALMSEEY ties down twent  gaflons of gas on his
tobogpan pros oy depanue on the Morman Wells expedition.

: Sl TEm ____._..'_._,'

RAVEM SPONSORED expeditioniss, Father figaed kad dme fore . 1ck giance a1 ke camera before
1.

he ook up the B00 milesrun.
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SNOWMOBILE
OVERLAND
EXPEDITION
MADE IT

Afler 1T dave of Winding bl
gards, plesing through five-fool-
deep snow Enat covered their
Enmrarnolinies and dropping off 15-
ool drifts, mmdp ;-:Iuc'in-r;; wilh
5, slogging down unirozen
and overflowing rivers and win-
ding aleng narrow traals I:ItEl'l on
he edpes of vast canyons — after

arly  twn weebks af all this and
. i Yukom adventorers
npleted the first smowmobile
o along thee old 400 Mile Canol
pedine: Hoad from Ross River

‘W went theouyh country you
roildn’t believe a machine
go through ' expedition
emniwer Al Goddier fodd The Star
bl in Whitehorse today.

cxprition splil up infe bwo
e ot the sixth day out aiter
sming Machlllan Pass, about
alferay to Morman Wells, sile of
an Imperial OFf refinery station
Cont" d oo page 3

Connt" d ﬁ.‘m::l frant
that serees tie north Mackenzie
Hiver Vaiiey.

Liv members of the beam with
lomg-tread, double-track
sapwnobiles went ahead m‘ﬁ}rt‘a;
i1 Frodzy aftérnoon (e
EI: after aili:-mr-:l that blocked
afl viciom in (e morning was
foumdd to have wiped owt a trail
two men had cut the night before,

These six actually arcived in Nor-
rreany Wells last Thursday 11 aays
after jeaving Hoss Biver on san-
iny, March 12

Bl the four who stayed behind—

Canackr  Poweer

Blinding Blizzards

The whitehorse Star, Monday, Aprl 2, 1973

Uomrmssion  employees, Harry
Jensen of Whilehorse and Gordon
Walmsley of Faro and his wife
Lorna (one of thres women o the
irip) amd Father HRigaud, a
Catholic preiest in Faro—were not
seen apain, even during mrplane
sparches until they straggled into
TMarman Wells two day later,

ey WEEY STAFPled s NOrmnan
Wells two days lzter.

It turned oul that Uy wers oot
lost, and they reported no
problems, only that they had
slower going on e smaller
snowTnobiles.

It is pol known at this point
wiether thev followed the tral
made by the {irst group or nod.
This frail included a J0-mile
dead-end made when the fiest
group tired to take a short cut and

d to hacktrack after they ran
into an open waterfall they could
il Cross,

The members of the first group
inciuded  Anvil employvees Al
Goldie and Bobh Giesbrecht and
his wife Aoneite. Ross Hiver

spector Pete Risbey and his
wife Mabel and Hoss Hover trap-
per Arthur John

According to Mr, Goldie, it was .

Mr., Hisbey who lead the way
throuph the ropged, emply
terrain. on the Northwest
Territones side of the pass.

The group canceiled ther plan-
ned return trip because just gel-
ting thers took twice as long as
expected.

Many of lhr-_f_.;fmn]e were in bha
group that tried the same trip last
winter and truncd hack atler
covering only 100 miles because
of melting snow and overloaded
gleds

This year they established three
Fasaline caches along the route,
One was at the Macilillan Pass
airsirip 135 miles from Hoss
River, a second was sel up near
Godlin Loake at mide 208
(measured from Mocman - "l
of the Canol Bosd and the List ane
was left abaout M miles from
Mormean Wells,

A it turmed oul, the Maermsa Wil
snowmobtnle club also left go= S
the end of the us=iabde por

the road, 2+ mule:

Erwein

Separated the Snowmobilers

The trip stacted easily, with the
snowmobilers following the path
of caterpiilar supply train that
had lefi Ross River two days
earlier going to- an expioration
camp n the northeastern Yukon.,

Seven of the ten m:;]rml:-hilﬁ left !
towing 15-foot supply tobaggan,
bui thres of these were drogped

_ a5 the going got rougher,

The expedition muadee 83 miles
the first day foilowing the cat
tracks, but caugnt up witn the
train at the Sheldon [ake grader
station and laid over Monday to
make repairs, repack the equip-
ment, led Mr, Jobhn eatch up ihe
leflt Ross River several hours
late), and lat the cat train break
more brail.
Tuesday, March 20, Cthe
snowmobiles caught op to and
tried to go ahead of the cat tram.
But they bogged down and had to
follow bedind to the foot of Mac-
Millan Pass, only 125 miles out of
BRoss Hiver after three days,

But their progress slowed even
more going over the pass. Wed-
nesday was  spend double-
teaming the snowmobiles to drag
the teboggans up the pass.

That aftermoon the expedition

split up, with the groop of larger

Eﬁ:.:lftmﬂ gomng ahend o break
i

. But the -leaders made only six

miles throogh the dr-e'p =W in
the pass Thursday at one point
they only made | 12 males in eaght
howrs, and the whoie group cam-
ped topether that night at mile
216

Pete Risby and Al Gaoldie broke
eighi miles of trail that night for
the oext day, otten dropped off
the edees of huge snowdrifls int
the= sighit.

Friday morning a blizzard
Soowsd the expediteon n, and
when they finally god going by 1
p-m. thev had to break trail all

(vEr agTin.

The final split came iate that af-




sehe, Unssunateiv, b was
hoere that the eant ski oo AT
Garlddie’s snowimotaie broke, s ha
had ta leave it weiind and nde
doublewith Lir. Joheo

Sunday thev hil the canyvons of
the upper Keele River syalem in
the western Mackenzie Disirict.

A one poant the growp was eaping
along a trail a thousand fect
above the tiver, Mr. Goldie said,
when a soow slide started and
they had no choice bul to rede it
down,

“Somelines: | the snow on the
trail was no wider than tins
desk. " he said, holding his hands
across a reporters desk anly 3in-
ches wide. '

Al the starl, he ssid, he never
wonld have beliewed they would

F

ber lifting their big doubletrack
snowmobiles over rocks more
than three fesd high.

Following the Hesle, Ekwi and
Little Kesle rivers, the groap was
somelimes mucking throopgh a
fpot of water in unfrozen or over-
flowing riverbeds,

Some of the glaciers they crossed
were eslimated to be up to 15
miles long, with the only pothes
crossing them ai steep angies. On
ane, Mr. Goldie crawied across
on his knees with a rope, and the
snowmobiles  were dragged
across swingmg like pendulums
while the engines rosded a0 (ol
throftle tryimg to get tractioa,

On Monday, March 26, the first
Eroup was spolled by a search
pane oot of Norman Wells,
wherer  they were considered
long overdue.

With the ivpical luck that

followed the expedition. the plan

E:‘E]-:-E a ski while landing an a
B

The =nowmobiler: fred to im-
provige repairs for two howrs
Before it occurred 1o then b bow
the plane 1o an open stretch of
road, remove the plane’s skis zod
have the pilot take off with the
plane on its wheels,

Mr., Goldie returned with the pdot
sinee his machine had been left
behind and the group needed par-
L, especially drive belis, from
Norman Wells for repars.

The live members of the lead
proup contineed (o siruesie
through  the river canvons
Tuesdav. At .me  pont

h 3
bile fell into fowr fest of
4

1 evervane oof winf EE A

€,

ane froze,

The nighi-time temperatures
sometimes dropped [o B0 below
during the trip, bot the
snowmobilers uwsually found

. abandoned shacks along the old

road {0 sieep i and onfy used
thetr tent on one night.

Wednesday, less than a hundred
miles from their destination, the
ptook anexpensive short-cut
that led them 35 or 40 miles op a
canyon that ended in an open
waterfall they could nt cross.

Alter they had backtracked,
there was oot enoughl Fas o get
all the machines bo Norman Welks,
so Mr. Risbey wolunteered to
drive in along and discovered
the MNorman Wells snowmebile
club's gas cache 34 miles oxl of
town. He refurned to the group,
and afler gagsing up they made ot
intn Norman Wells Thursday af-
ternoon.

When the four
seowmobilers inthe  gecond
proap finally arrived Satl.l.rd."_ly_.
the whole town put on a fpod-and-
drink femsst that went on until

. eariy Symdiay morning,

The group had orginally been ex-
pected in time for Norman Wells®
winier carmival the previous
weckend.

“We weren't worried,”t Me.
Goldie =said afterwards, “We
knew where  wers going and we
would get there one way or
angther. [t's hard to imagine atl
zix machines hreaking down, ana
wer knew there were [our camore
coming behind ug, ™

In fact _ he sand he felt most of the
peonde who had made the tnip
=would be enthusiastic about
arnther fulure trip over olher un-
travelled route.s
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Canadian Armed Forces Eorces arméss canadiennes
Moaorthern Region Région du Mord :

WR 1000-1

Horthern Region Heasgquarbers
Evans Block

F.0. Box G606

Yellowknife, M.W.T.

x1a 2R3

July 1985
University of Alberta

Edmonton, &lberta
TEG 2H4A

&ttmtim : G.P. ¥ershaw

Dear Mr. Kershaw:

Thank you for sending us the requested report. 1 am pleased to
send you in return the report you requested.  You will find enclosed a
copy of (1974 Field NHotes On & Backpacking Trip, Canol Boad MLW.T.) I
hope this i= what you wereé searching for.

Yours truly,

1 -.--:
Buty v ar¥.

)

E. Bryant
Librarian
for Commander

BEnclosura: 1




